The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire
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“What we crave in this wilderness are fresh words from the mouth of God -
not yesterday's manna, nor tomorrow's, but just enough for today.
Whatever happened to the talkative God of the Bible?

What wouldn't we give for one comforting word in the garden,
or a commandment so audible it made people cover their heads?”

- Barbara Brown Taylor, When God is Silent



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ

Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,

you are welcome here.”

October 4, 2026 Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Variations on “Rendez a Dieu” (Bread of the World)
INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP
(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

One:  The word comes down to us from God:

Many: Who promises to walk with us in Creation.

One:  The word comes to life for us in Jesus:

Many: Who teaches us how to live as conduits of love and grace.
One:  The word flows to us from the Spirit:

Many: Who inspires us to transform our hearts and our world.

One:  The word spoken through our ancestors connects us through time.

Many: The word lives on and speaks through us in our time.
All: We gather to celebrate our Still Speaking God!

*HYMN I Come with Joy
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

ANTHEM Let Us Break Bread Together
Chancel Choir

10:00 am

Douglas E. Wagner
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

One: We come together at this sacred table,
where Jesus meets all who gather in his name.
Many: At this table, we come to be served, and to serve.

One: Here, we remember that Jesus revealed God'’s love to the world —
a love that is inclusive, expansive, and transforming.
Many: We come to this table to connect, to belong, and to grow.

One:  So come now to this table that has been prepared for you.
Come not because you must, but because you may.
Many: For here, all are welcome to share in God’s bounty!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
BREAKING OF THE BREAD and POURING OF THE CUP
CONSECRATING PRAYER

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten,
egg, and dairy free and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table.

ORGAN MEDITATIONS Elévation Jacques Lemmens
Trio Louis-Antoine Dornel

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)

We give thanks, loving God, for feeding us at this table. Send us out into the world as your
children, full of courage, compassion, and commitment, and eager to be Christ's church in
the world. Amen.

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.



SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE LESSON [saiah 40:21-31
(Common English Bible translation)

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?
Wasn’t it announced to you from the beginning?
Haven’t you understood since the earth was founded?
God inhabits the earth’s horizon—
its inhabitants are like locusts—
stretches out the skies like a curtain
and spreads it out like a tent for dwelling.
God makes dignitaries useless
and the earth’s judges into nothing.
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely is their shoot rooted in the earth
when God breathes on them, and they dry up;
the windstorm carries them off like straw.
So to whom will you compare me,
and who is my equal? says the holy one.

Look up at the sky and consider:

Who created these?

The one who brings out their attendants one by one,

summoning each of them by name.
Because of God’s great strength

and mighty power, not one is missing.
Why do you say, Jacob,

and declare, Israel,

“My way is hidden from the LORD,

my God ignores my predicament”?
Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?

The LoRD is the everlasting God,

the creator of the ends of the earth.

God doesn’t grow tired or weary.
God’s understanding is beyond human reach,

giving power to the tired

and reviving the exhausted.
Youths will become tired and weary,

young men will certainly stumble;

but those who hope in the LORD

will renew their strength;

they will fly up on wings like eagles;

they will run and not be tired;

they will walk and not be weary.



SERMON “Fly Like an Eagle”

OFFERING OUR GIFTS and PRAYERS
All are invited to place their offerings and prayer cards in the plates as they are passed.

OFFERTORY MUSIC The Vineyard of the Lord Dennis Eliot
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing Pages 8 and 9
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Ein’ Feste Burg (A Mighty Fortress) Friedrich Wilhelm Marpurg

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this
service obtained from One License with license
#A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X)
of the United Church of Christ OPEN AND ALFIRARIG
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. The next new member informational sessions will be held
October 21 and 27 via Zoom. New members will be formally received on Sunday, November 8. Please
speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our
membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is available during the worship service for children Pre-K through Grade 7.
e Our church nursery is staffed and available during services for parents with young children.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us the Community Room for a time of fellowship and refreshments after the worship
service.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Phone (603) 673-3231
or email officcadmin@ccamherst.org. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us
on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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Our Church Calendar
October 4-10,2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Fellowship Time
11:30 am All-Church Meeting—
Bylaws Update
11:30 am Youth Choir
11:30 am Junior Youth Group
Apple Picking
3:00 pm Blessing of the Animals
Monday 10:00 am WA Workshop
Tuesday 5:30 pm Church Council
7:00 pm Trustees
Wednesday 10:00 am Adult Confirmation
1:00 pm Bylaws Team
Thursday 6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Safety Team
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

ALL-CHURCH MEETING TODAY: The Bylaws
Team invites the congregation to an all-church
meeting after the worship service today to present
an update on the work they have been doing since
the Annual Meeting in May. The meeting will be
held in the Community Room and should last no
more than an hour. Childcare will be provided in
the nursery.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: Come join us today
at 3:00 pm for a special service in celebration of all
God’s creatures led by Pastor Charlotte. The service
will be held in the Memorial Garden on the west
side of the church. Bring your feathered, fluffy,
fleecy, or furry pet on a leash or in a carrier, or a
photo, or stuffed animal. All pets must be able to
remain under their owner’s control.
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SHOWING ITS AGE: Our beloved 170+ year
old clock, hanging above the rear entryway,
and ticking away the seconds and hours for
so long has unfortunately failed. The spring
mechanism no longer winds up properly.
The clock will be taken off to be assessed
and repaired in the upcoming weeks, and is
expected to be in the shop for a while. We
hope it will be back in its place in the
sanctuary soon, with its comforting tick-tock
restored.

WHAT IS INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY?
Indigenous People’s Day is a holiday that
celebrates and honors the histories,
cultures, and contributions of the original
inhabitants and Tribal Nations of the
Americas. It is observed on the 2nd Monday
in October which falls on October 12 this
year.

The day highlights the traditions, languages,
and continuous resilience of American
Indigenous People, Alaska Natives, and
Native Hawaiians. In 2021, the Biden
administration issued the first formal
presidential proclamation to recognize
Indigenous People’s Day at the federal level.

In recognition of Indigenous People’s Day,
you might bring your family to the Mt
Kearsage Indian Museum in Warner, New
Hampshire. On this special day, admission to
the museum is free and there will be many
family-friendly activities to explore. For
more information, call 603-456-2600.

Submitted by: The CCA Racial Justice Team
I . ™ -
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Follow us on
social media!




NEW MEMBER INFO SESSIONS: Are you
NEW (or not-so-new) to our church and
interested in learning more about our
congregation? Are you interested in learning

Neighbors

more about becoming a member? Do you in Need
want to know more about the United Church
of Christ? If so, please join us for one of our NEIGHBORS IN NEED COLLECTION: The
INFO SESSIONS on Wed, October 21 or Tues, annual appeal for Neighbors in Need, a
October 27 at 7:00 pm via ZOOM. special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ, continues through the
For those who have already joined our month of October. Donations support
mailing list and/or inquired about becoming ministries of justice and compassion, with
a member, you'll be hearing from us soon! If special consideration given to projects
you've joined us for our in-person or online which serve our immigrant neighbors and
worship over the last year and are communities. Donation envelopes are
interested in attending one of our info available in the pews, or you may send a
sessions, please reach out to Michael in our check to the church office, or visit our online
church office at officcadmin@ccamherst.org donation page on the website

or contact Pastor Maureen at <ccamherst.org>.
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org.

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Sara Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
John Swanson Deacon in Charge
Lee Bowley, Colleen Cushing, Doug Topliffe, Gail Wiegand Deacons
Patricia Bodan Videographer

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY

Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries
Avery Morin Teacher, Preschool
Deb Boczenowski Assistant, Preschool
Sue Werst Teacher, Kindergarten to Grade 2
Matt Emmons, Julia Bortolotto Assistants, Kindergarten to Grade 2
Vicky Leknes Teacher, Grades 3 and 4
Alexis Baker Assistant, Grades 3 and 4
Larissa Riley Teacher, Grades 5 to 7
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant
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World Communion Sunday




CCA Worship Service Reflection
Sunday, October 4, 2026

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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