
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

 
“I always liked the story of Noah’s Ark  

and the idea of starting anew  
by rescuing the things you like  
and leaving the rest behind.” 

 
- Zach Braff 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

September 27, 2026 Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 10:00 am 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 

 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 

 
PRELUDE O God, Thou Art the Father David Paxton 
   
INTROIT 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 
One: God is making all things new. 
Many:  Encouraging a new way of thinking  
  A new way of living 
 A new way of being 
 
One:  God is making all things new. 
Many:  Inviting us into new experiences 
  New encounters 
  New joys.  
 
One:  God is making all things new. 
Many:  Renewing our spirits 
  Renewing our hope 
  Renewing our world  
 
One:  God is making all things new. 
Many:  Let us rejoice in song! 
 
*HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You Page 6 
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION and LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
Creator God, you are creating still, 
reconciling, transforming, renewing.  
We come with gratitude in our hearts  
for these moments when we can ease the pace of our lives  
and listen for your voice.  
Create a spirit within us that truly draws us toward you  
and toward one another. 
Clear our minds, open our hearts,  
and touch us with your presence and your power.  
We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray:   
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH  
 
ANTHEM Assurance arr. John Ness Beck 
 Chancel Choir  
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Genesis 6-9 
 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation; Noah walked with God. Now the earth was 
corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God was sorry that he had made 
humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. And God said to Noah, “I have determined 
to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence because of them; now I am going to 
destroy them along with the earth. Make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in the ark, 
and cover it inside and out with pitch. Make a roof for the ark; and put the door of the ark in its side; 
make it with lower, second, and third decks.  
 
Then God said to Noah, “For my part, I am going to bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy 
from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. 
But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your 
wife, and your sons’ wives with you.  
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And of every living thing, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark; they shall be male and 
female. Of the birds, of the animals, and of every creeping thing, two of every kind shall come in to 
you, to keep them alive.  
 
Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty 
nights. At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and he sent 
out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove 
found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark. He waited another seven days, and 
again he sent out the dove from the ark; and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in 
its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.  
 
Then God said to Noah, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives 
with you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you—birds and animals and every 
creeping thing—so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”  
So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. And every animal, every creeping 
thing, and every bird, went out of the ark.  
 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, that never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth. This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”  
         
SERMON “God’s Promise” 
 
HYMN God of the Sparrow God of the Whale Page 7 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor 
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC O God of Earth and Altar James Mansfield 
    
*DOXOLOGY   (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies) 
         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
          Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
          Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
          Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
          Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen. 
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Sally Hooper Liturgist 
Sara Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Sue Ruggiero Deacon in Charge 
Colleen Cushing, Steve Isaacs Deacons 
Gretchen and Tyler Davis Ushers 
Doug Topliffe Videographer 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
One License with license #A-731944. 

 

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY 
 

Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries 
Kelly Isaacs Teacher, Preschool 
Deb Boczenowski Assistant, Preschool 
Matt Emmons Teacher, Kindergarten to Grade 2 
Gretchen Davis Assistant, Kindergarten to Grade 2 
Vicky Leknes Teacher, Grades 3 and 4 
Larissa Riley Teacher, Grades 5 to 7 
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant 

 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
Generous God, all we have comes from you. We return a portion of the gifts you have given us 
with joy, to accomplish the work we intend to do together in your name. We bring ourselves 
as well, to be blessed by you, so that while we are apart our words and deeds will continue to 
be a significant offering to the world. Amen. 
 
*HYMN In the Midst of New Dimensions Page 8 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  
 
*POSTLUDE Go Forth in Faith Franklin Ritter 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  

 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 

who choose to walk with us in our witness. The next new member informational sessions will be held 
October 21 and 27 via Zoom. New members will be formally received on Sunday, November 8. Please 
speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership.   

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available during the worship service for children Pre-K through Grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is staffed and available during services for parents with young children. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us the Community Room for a time of fellowship and refreshments after the worship 
service.   

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Phone (603) 673-3231 
or email officeadmin@ccamherst.org. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us 
on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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Our Church Calendar 

September 20-26, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time 
 11:30 am Second Hour Program 
 11:30 am Youth Choir  
   6:00 pm Confirmation Info Meeting 
   6:30 pm Senior Youth Group 
    

Monday 10:00 am WA Workshop 
 

Thursday   6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
   6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
   7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Saturday 11:00 am Cunningham Memorial 
  Service and Reception 

ALL-CHURCH MEETING: The Bylaws Team 
invites the congregation to an All-Church 
Meeting next Sunday, October 4 to 
present an update on the work they have 
been doing since the Annual Meeting in May. 
They have been working diligently on 
changes to the Bylaws which reflect the 
current leadership structure and the rules 
which govern our church. The meeting will 
be held in the Community Room following 
the worship service, and should last no 
more than an hour. Childcare will be 
provided in the nursery. 
 

 
SHOWING ITS AGE:  
Our beloved 170+ 
year old clock, 
hanging above the 
rear entryway, and 
ticking away the 
seconds and hours 
for so long has 
unfortunately failed. 

The spring mechanism no longer winds up 
properly. The clock will be taken off to be 
assessed and repaired in the upcoming 
weeks, and is expected to be in the shop for 
a while. We hope it will be back in its place 
in the sanctuary soon, with its comforting 
tick-tock restored. 
 
 WA HOLIDAY FAIR: There will be no Good 
Stuff Sale this fall, but the very popular 
Holiday Fair is back on November 21. This 
sale features Christmas decorations, crafts, 
gifts and treasures, baked good, silent 
auction, raffle and more. Items for the 
Treasures Table are now being accepted. 
Drop off your treasures in the church vestry 
on Sunday or Monday mornings. For info 
about any Woman’s Association activity 
contact Adrienne Topliffe at (603) 913-7565 
<abtopliffe@gmail.com>, or talk to any WA 
member! 

SECOND HOUR PROGRAM: Join us today after the 
worship service for a Second Hour Program in the 
Sanctuary, presented by the WOW (Widening Our 
Welcome) Team on Positive Approaches to     
Hidden Disabilities. Alison Batey will lead us in a 
variety of playful exercises to help understand the 
particular challenges people face when living with 
disabilities that are not obvious. Each activity will 
be  followed by discussions about ways to engage 
people and make them feel seen and supported by 
our community. This is meant to be a learning    
experience for all ages, as we live into our mission 
to be a church that is welcoming to all. Childcare is 
available in the church nursery during the Second 
Hour program. 
 
 
    

   Follow us on 
   social media! 
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Financial Summary 
(as of August 31, 2026) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $158,908 $133,202 $25,706 
Expenses $117,706 $117,986 <$280> 
Net Income $41,202 $15,217 $25,985 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell 
(Treasurer), Gail Miller, Kelly Schmidt, Paul Spiess, 
Doug Topliffe, and Todd Whitney (Chair). 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: Come join us 
in a special outdoor service in celebration of 
all God’s creatures on Sunday, October 4 at 
3:00 pm. Bring your feathered, fleecy, or 
furry friends (or photo or stuffed animal) on 
a leash or in a carrier to receive a blessing 
and to honor their love, loyalty, and 
companionship. The service will be held at 
the back of the Memorial 
Garden on the west side of the 
church. No reservations  
necessary. All pets must be 
able to remain under their 
owner’s control. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING: This 
October, our congregation will participate in 
the Neighbors in Need annual appeal, a 
special mission offering of the United 
Church of Christ. This year’s theme is “Walk 
in Love,” as we strive to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus who loves us. Donations 
support ministries of justice and 
compassion, with special consideration 
given to projects focusing on serving our 
immigrant neighbors and communities. 
 
You can donate now and throughout 
October to Neighbors in Need by putting 
your contribution in the Sunday offering 
plate (envelopes are available in the pews), 
by sending a check to the church office, or 
by visiting the online donation page of our 
website. Please be sure to specify Neighbors 
in Need on your check, or in the notes 
section of the donation form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NASHUA CROP WALK: The annual CROP 
Walk to help end hunger is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 18, beginning and ending 
at Temple Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond Street 
in Nashua. Registration is from 12:00 to 
1:00 pm, with opening ceremonies at 1:00, 
and stepping out at 1:30 pm.  
 
This year’s goal is $62,000. Last year the 
CROP Walk raised over $59,000 with 350 
people walking from 29 faith communities.  
Funds raised have benefited local 
organizations like Corpus Christi Food 
Pantry, Nashua Soup Kitchen, SHARE  of 
Milford, and St. James of Merrimack Food 
Pantry. Watch for more information about 
how you can be involved. The webpage for 
the Nashua CROP Walk is: 
<events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/event/
nashuanh> 
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Programs Starting Fall 2026 
 

Church School 
Classes for Preschool—7th Grade 
Sunday Mornings during Worship 

First Meeting September 13 
 

Confirmation Class 
8th—12th Grade 

Info Meeting September 27, 6:00 pm 
 

Junior Youth Group 
5th—7th Grade 

First Meeting October 4 after Church 
Apple Picking Outing 

 

Senior Youth Group 
8th—12th Grade 

Kick-Off Campfire September 27, 6:30 pm 
 

Questions? Contact Larissa Riley, Director of Youth Ministries 
churchschool@ccamherst.org 
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 
Sunday, September 27, 2026 

 
The theme of the service was… 

 

 

I learned… 

 

 

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

  

  

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 
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Sunday, September 27, 2026 


