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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

September 20, 2026 SHINE SUNDAY 10:00 am 
 

GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE When Morning Gilds the Skies Joseph Barnby 
  arr. Dale Wood 
 

INTROIT 
 

*GATHERING OUR COMMUNITY IN GOD’S PRESENCE   
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 
One:  We welcome all who wish to know our Creator God!  
Many:  We are here! 
 

One:   We welcome the young at heart. 
Many:   We are here! 
 
One:   We welcome the wise in spirit. 
Many:   We are here! 
 

One:   We welcome the faithful and hopeful. 
Many:   We are here! 
 

One:   We welcome the uncertain and doubtful. 
Many:   We are here! 
 

One:   We welcome the confident and courageous. 
Many:   We are here! 
 

One:   We welcome the hesitant and cautious. 
Many:   We are here! 
 

One:   Creator God, we are here to worship in your presence! 
Many:   Be with us in our words, in our prayers, in our song! 
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*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth No. 473, verses 1-4 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES The Story of the Garden of Eden Genesis 2 and 3 
 
ANTHEM Deep River Traditional Spiritual 
 Chancel Choir arr. Victor C. Johnson 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
REFLECTING ON THE STORY “In the Garden—Two Perspectives” 
 
GATHERING OUR OFFERING and OUR PRAYERS 
All are invited to come forward and place a prayer of joy or sorrow on the Tree of Knowledge of  
Good and Evil, using the leaves given out with the bulletin. 
 
MUSIC FOR OUR OFFERING In the Garden / Open My Eyes David Kidwell 
    
SHARING OUR PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book 
 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker,  
Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom we find heaven: 
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
May the way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
May your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
May your peace and freedom sustain our hope here on earth! 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
May you reign in the power of human love, 
Now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
*HYMN Restless Weaver Pages 6 and 7 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 



4 

 

 
*BLESSING OUR COMMUNITY 
 
One:  Go now in peace! 
Many: We go to serve God! 
One: Go now in joy! 
Many: We go to serve others! 
One: Go now in hope! 
Many: We go to serve all of Creation! 
One: Go now in love! 
All: We go, walking in the footsteps of Jesus! Amen! 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  
 
*POSTLUDE Recessional on “St. Denio” Dan R. Edwards 
 (Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise) 
 
  

 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Sara Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Sue Ruggiero Deacon in Charge 
Kathleen Bouchard, John Swanson Deacon 
JoAnn and Ric Magro Ushers 
Tim Wiegand Videographer 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
One License with license #A-731944. 

 

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY 
 

Avery Morin Teacher, Preschool 
Sheryl Gottwald Assistant, Preschool 
Matt Emmons Teacher, Kindergarten to Grade 2 
Sue Werst Assistant, Kindergarten to Grade 2 
Vicky Leknes Teacher, Grades 3 to 7 
Alexis Baker Assistant, Grades 3 to 7 
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant 
Julia Bortolotto Nursery Assistant 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available during the worship service for children Pre-K through Grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is staffed and available during services for parents with young children. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us the Community Room for a time of fellowship and refreshments after the worship 
service.   

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Phone (603) 673-3231 
or email officeadmin@ccamherst.org. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us 
on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


8 

 

Our Church Calendar 

September 20-26, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time 
 11;30 am Youth Choir  
 11:30 am Racial Justice Team 
    

Monday 10:00 am WA Workshop 
 

Tuesday   7:00 pm World Service 
 

Wednesday 10:00 am Staff Meeting 
   7:00 pm Adult Confirmation 
 

Thursday   6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

WA FALL SALES EVENTS: There will be no 
Good Stuff Sale this fall, but a spring sale 
is planned for April 30-May 1. Items for the 
sale will be collected at some time after the 
first of the year. Watch church publications 
for details. The very popular Holiday Fair 
is back on November 21. This sale features 
Christmas decorations, crafts, gifts and 
treasures, baked good, silent auction, raffle 
and more. Items for the Treasures Table 
will be accepted starting September 14. 
For info about any WA activity contact 
Adrienne Topliffe, <abtopliffe@gmail.com> 
or call (603) 913-7565. 
 
FOOD PANTRY LIST: SHARE Food Pantry 
requests for the month of September 
include: canned ham/meats/tuna/chicken, 
mac and cheese, pasta (all sorts), 
Progresso and Chunky soups. Donations 
may be left in our SHARE collection 
containers found in the narthex, the church 
office, and outside the community room. 
Donations may also be brought directly to 
the SHARE Center in Milford. For 
directions please call their office at (603) 
673-9898. Many thanks for your continued 
generosity! 
 

 
Follow us on social media! 

YOUTH CHOIR STARTS TODAY! Come and join 
me in the Vestry today after church!  Children will 
have their snack after church school and meet me 
in the Vestry. I will begin with our youngest         
children, and I am hoping the older kids will help 
out! It is fun to be a leader, as we have seen in VBS.  
 
The second part of our 
time together will be 
spent on music for older 
children that can follow 
along with words and 
printed music. There 
will be opportunities 
throughout the year 
where the kids sing as 
one group.  
 
All children are welcome to sing and may join in at 
any time during the year. Please reach out to me if 
you are interested in having your child participate 
in our music program! Sara Phelps, Director of   
Music, (603) 759-6468, <kalben1@comcast.net>. 
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ADULT CONFIRMATION SESSIONS: 
Confirmation classes for adults were 
introduced last fall, and the series continues 
again this year on Wednesdays, with 
sessions in the mornings and evenings. The 
series explores the same topics of faith that 
our youth confirmands study in their year-
long journey. There will be new topics to 
discuss, and classes are open to all 
regardless of faith tradition or whether you 
were confirmed as a youth. 
 
Class sessions are on Zoom, with morning 
classes meeting the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
of the month from 10:00-11:30 am, and 
evenings on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
from 7:00-8:30 pm. Participants are 
welcome to attend either class session as 
your time allows. Morning sessions start 
September 16, and evening sessions on 
September 23. 
 
If interested, contact Pastor Maureen via 
email <pastormaureen@ccamherst.org> 
with any questions and to receive the Zoom 
link. The link can also be found on the 
website, in the Members section. Click on 
the “Zoom Links” button.  

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING: This 
October, our congregation will participate in 
the Neighbors in Need annual appeal, a 
special mission offering of the United 
Church of Christ. This year’s theme is “Walk 
in Love,” as we strive to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus who loves us. Donations 

support ministries of justice and 
compassion, with special consideration 
given to projects focusing on serving our 
immigrant neighbors and communities. 
 
You can donate now and throughout 
October to Neighbors in Need by putting 
your contribution in the Sunday offering 
plate (envelopes are available in the pews), 
by sending a check to the church office, or 
by visiting the online donation page of our 
website. Please be sure to specify Neighbors 
in Need on your check, or in the notes 
section of the donation form. 
 

NASHUA CROP WALK: The annual CROP 
Walk to help end hunger is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 18, beginning and ending 
at Temple Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond Street 
in Nashua. Registration is from 12:00 to 
1:00 pm, with opening ceremonies at 1:00, 
and stepping out at 1:30 pm.  
 
This year’s goal is $62,000. Last year the 
CROP Walk raised over $59,000 with 350 
people walking from 29 faith communities.  
Funds raised have benefited local 
organizations like Corpus Christi Food 
Pantry, Nashua Soup Kitchen, SHARE  of 
Milford, and St. James of Merrimack Food 
Pantry. Watch for more information about 
how you can be involved. The webpage for 
the Nashua CROP Walk is: 
<events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/event/
nashuanh> 
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Programs Starting Fall 2026 
 

Church School 
Classes for Preschool—7th Grade 
Sunday Mornings during Worship 

First Meeting September 13 
 

Confirmation Class 
8th—12th Grade 

Info Meeting September 27, 6:00 pm 
 

Junior Youth Group 
5th—7th Grade 

First Meeting October 4 after Church 
Apple Picking Outing 

 

Senior Youth Group 
8th—12th Grade 

Kick-Off Campfire September 27, 6:30 pm 
 

Questions? Contact Larissa Riley, Director of Youth Ministries 
churchschool@ccamherst.org 
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“IN THE GARDEN” 
 

“Eve’s courageous choice  
brought both positive and negative 

 consequences into being. 
Obtaining a knowledge of good and evil 

 brings the understanding that good and evil  
are actually abstract concepts.  

Those who seek God  
sometimes live in crushing poverty,  

while those who exploit the meek and lowly 
 prosper phenomenally. 

 Sometimes the just are imprisoned 
 and the evil go free.  

That is the true nature of our world.  
That is the substance  

of a knowledge of good and evil.” 
 

- Jared Mooney 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 


