The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire
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“God intends our care of Creation
to reflect our love for the Creator.”

- John Stott



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

September 13,2026  Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 10:00 am
RALLY DAY!

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE
PRELUDE All Things Bright and Beautiful David Paxton

INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP
(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

One:  We gather in God’s House

knowing that we find our Creator all around us.
Many: We find God in the stars.

We find God in the trees.

One: We find God in the flowers.
We find God in the mountains.

Many: We find God in the sunrise.
We find God in the sunset.

One: We find God in the rainstorm.
We find God in the rainbow.

Many: We find God in the creatures of the land and sky.
We find God in the creatures of the lakes and seas.

One:  We find God in this sanctuary.
Many: We find God in each one of us.
All: Creating God, we welcome your Spirit among us!

*HYMN All Creatures of Our God and King No. 455, verses 1-4



PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Loving God, we gather here in your presence,

and call on your Spirit to move among us.

As followers of the way of Jesus,

we bring our excitement, our energy, our joy,

for a new season and renewed opportunities

to serve, to sing, to celebrate as your people.

Be with us now in our worship,

in our wonder, in our willingness to be transformed,
as we pray the words that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
BLESSING OF OUR LEADERS AND TEACHERS

CONGREGATION:

We praise God for calling you as leaders and teachers, and we celebrate the gifts and
guidance God joyfully provides to you in this ministry. As this Community of Christ, we
promise to love and support you through our prayers, our presence, and our grace.

TEACHERS and LEADERS:

To our children, youth, and fellow disciples of all ages, we promise to love you, to walk
with you, to wonder with you, and to model for you what it means to live in faith every
day. And we commit ourselves to learn from you, as you learn from us.

CHILDREN and YOUTH (repeat after me prayer):
Thank you, teachers!

Thank you, leaders!

We promise: to listen, to learn, to ask questions,
to grow as Children of God!

ALL:
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM A New Song Tina English
Chancel Choir; Sue Werst, flute arr. Eric Wakefield
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 1:1—2:4a

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from

the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening
and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees
of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening
and there was morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the
fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every
kind. And God saw that it was good.



Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.”

God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of
life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are the generations
of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

SERMON “The Story of Creation”
HYMN We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky pages 8-9

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.

CHORAL RESPONSE
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY MUSIC Dix (For the Beauty of the Earth) Don Freudenburg

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)

We give because you have been generous with us, gracious God. We give to feed those who
hunger in body and soul. We give because we are all connected, and we are lifted as others
are lifted. May the ministries of this church meet the needs of our congregation, our
community, and our world. Amen.

*HYMN God Reigns O’er All the Earth Page 10
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! Arthur H. Messiter
Douglas E. Wagner

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Sara Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
Sue Ruggiero Deacon in Charge
Beth Secor, Gail Wiegand Deacon
Adrienne and Doug Topliffe Ushers
Patricia Bodan Videographer

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #A-731944.

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY

Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries
Kelly Isaacs Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten
Avery Morin, Deb Boczenowski Assistants, Preschool/Kindergarten
Matt Emmons, Sue Werst Teachers, Grades 1 to 4
Vicky Leknes Teacher, Grades 5 to 7
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant
Julia Bortolotto Nursery Assistant




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X)
of the United Church of Christ
ONITED SR O ST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is available during the worship service for children Pre-K through Grade 7.
e Our church nursery is staffed and available during services for parents with young children.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us the Community Room for a time of fellowship and refreshments after the worship
service.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Phone (603) 673-3231
or email officeadmin@ccamherst.org. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us
on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All


mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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ALL--CHURCH PICNIC TODAY: Join us after
the worship service today in the Community
Room for an all-church picnic. Everyone is
welcome to enjoy hot dogs and hamburgers
served by the Fellowship Team, and lots of
potluck goodies shared by church families.
We welcome your donation of $5/adult or
$10/family to help cover the costs. Let’s all
celebrate the start of another great year!

WOMAN’S ASSOCIATION  ACTIVITIES
RESUME THIS WEEK: Weekly Monday
morning Workshops begin again at 10:00 on
September 14. Workshops are informal
gatherings for members and friends of the
WA to plan and review events, to work on
projects, or just to enjoy the fellowship of
the group. All church and community
women are welcome to attend. Questions
about WA of the workshops? Contact
Adrienne Topliffe at (603) 673-7436 or
email <abtopliffe@gmail.com>

ADULT CONFIRMATION SESSIONS BEGIN
THIS WEEK: Confirmation classes for adults
were introduced last fall, and the series
continues again this year on Wednesdays,
with sessions in the mornings and evenings.
The series explores the same topics of faith
that our youth confirmands study in their
year-long journey. There will be new topics
to discuss, and classes are open to all
regardless of faith tradition or whether you
were confirmed as a youth.
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Class sessions are on Zoom, with morning
classes meeting the 1st and 3rd Wednesday
of the month from 10:00-11:30 am, and
evenings on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday
from 7:00-8:30 pm. Participants are
welcome to attend either class session as
your time allows. Morning sessions start
September 16, and evening sessions on
September 23.

If interested, contact Pastor Maureen via
email <pastormaureen@ccamherst.org>
with any questions and to receive the Zoom
link. The link can be found on the website, in
the Members section. Click on the “Zoom
Links” button.

Neighbors
in Need

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING: This
October, our congregation will participate in
the Neighbors in Need annual appeal, a
special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ. This year’s theme is “Walk
in Love,” as we strive to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus who loves us. Donations
support  ministries of justice and
compassion, with special consideration
given to projects focusing on serving our
immigrant neighbors and communities.

You can donate now and throughout
October to Neighbors in Need by putting
your contribution in the Sunday offering
plate, by sending a check to the church
office, or by visiting the online donation
page of our website. Please be sure to
specify Neighbors in Need on your check, or
in the notes section of the donation form.



Our Church Calendar
September 13-19, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship
11:15am All-Church Picnic
Monday 10:00 am WA Workshop
Tuesday 10:00 am Caregivers Circle
10:00 am WA Board
1:00 pm Bylaws Team
5:00 pm WOW Team
Wednesday  10:00 am Adult Confirmation
5:30 pm Budget & Finance
Thursday 6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

EIHP&%E NASHUA CROP WALK:
R The annual CROP Walk
to help end hunger is

AT ATIME scheduled for Sunday,

CROP HUNGER WALK  October 18, beginning

and ending at Temple
Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond Street in Nashua.
Registration is from 12:00 to 1:00 pm, with
opening ceremonies at 1:00, and stepping out at
1:30 pm.

This year’s goal is $62,000. Last year the CROP
Walk raised over $59,000 with 350 people
walking from 29 faith communities. Funds raised
have benefited local organizations like Corpus
Christi Food Pantry, Nashua Soup Kitchen, SHARE
of Milford, and St. James of Merrimack Food
Pantry. Watch for more information about how
you can be involved. The webpage for the Nashua
CROP Walk is: <events.crophungerwalk.org/
chw/event/nashuanh>
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WA FALL SALES EVENTS: There will be no
Good Stuff Sale this fall, but a spring sale
is planned for April 30-May 1. Items for the
sale will be collected at some time after the
first of the year. Watch church publications
for details. The very popular Holiday Fair
is back on November 21. This sale features
Christmas decorations, crafts, gifts and
treasures, baked good, silent auction, raffle
and more. Items for the Treasures Table
will be accepted starting September 14.
For info about any WA activity contact
Adrienne Topliffe, <abtopliffe@gmail.com>
or call (603) 913-7565.

FOOD PANTRY LIST: SHARE Food Pantry
requests for the month of September
include: canned ham/meats/tuna/chicken,
mac and cheese, pasta (all sorts),
Progresso and Chunky soups. Donations
may be left in our SHARE collection
containers found in the narthex, the church
office, and outside the community room.
Donations may also be brought directly to
the SHARE Center in Milford. For
directions please call their office at (603)
673-9898. Many thanks for your continued
generosity!

Follow us on social media!
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Programs Starting Fall 2026

Church School
Classes for Preschool-7th Grade
Sunday Mornings during Worship
First Meeting September 13

Confirmation Class
8th—12th Grade
Info Meeting September 27, 6:00 pm

Junior Youth Group

5th—7th Grade
First Meeting October 4 after Church
Apple Picking Outing

Senior Youth Group
8th—12th Grade
Kick-Off Campfire September 27, 6:30 pm

Questions? Contact Larissa Riley, Director of Youth Ministries
churchschool@ccamherst.org, 673-3231 ext. 20
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Sunday, September 13, 2026
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