The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire
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“Some people think they are in community,
but they are only in proximity.
True community requires commitment and openness.
It is a willingness to extend yourself
to encounter and know the other.”



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

September 6,2026 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Partita on “Dunlap’s Creek” David Lasky
(We Live By Faith, and Not by Sight)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

One: Where two or three gather,
Many: Christis present.
One: Where two or three gather,
Many: the Spirit moves.

One:  Where two or three gather,

Many: God rejoices.

One:  Where two or three gather in community

Many: songs are lifted, bread is broken, stories are shared.

One:  Where two or three gather to serve God's creation,
Many: Peace is nurtured, Grace is offered, Hope is found.
All: Let us gather and worship together!

*HYMN I Come with Joy Page 6

PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

God of sacred spaces and simple places,
we worship you wherever we are
and in whatever we are doing.



Help us to feel your presence

in this hour we've set aside

to lift up our prayers, to hear your word,

to seek your comfort, to sing your praise,

in this sanctuary, in our homes, in our wandering.

Hear our voices, receive our offerings, enter our hearts,
as we celebrate the gifts you have given us in your grace.
Hear us now, as we lift up our voices

using the words that Jesus has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SPECIAL MUSIC Morning Has Broken Cat Stevens
Laurie Elwin, vocalist

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 18:15-20

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened
to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything
you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my
name, [ am there among them.”

SERMON “Creating Community”

OFFERING OUR GIFTS and PRAYERS
All are invited to place their offerings and prayer cards in the plates as they are passed.

OFFERTORY MUSIC Brethren, We Have Met to Worship Lani Smith



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and PASTORAL PRAYER
ORGAN RESPONSE

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

One: We come together at this sacred table,
where Jesus meets all who gather in his name.
Many: At this table, we come to be served, and to serve.

One: Here, we remember that Jesus revealed God’s love to the world —
a love that is inclusive, expansive, and transforming.
Many: We come to this table to connect, to belong, and to grow.

One:  So come now to this table that has been prepared for you.
Come not because you must, but because you may.
Many: For here, all are welcome to share in God’'s bounty!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
BREAKING OF THE BREAD and POURING OF THE CUP
CONSECRATING PRAYER

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten,
egg, and dairy free, and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table.

ORGAN MEDITATIONS Andante, Op. 39, No. 7 Carl Geissler
Improvisation George Brandon

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)

We give thanks, loving God, for this communal meal that links us to all who have called
upon your name. May your wisdom grow within us. May your word inspire us. May the
nourishment of this bread and cup strengthen us for the journey, as you send us out into
the world as people of courage, compassion, and commitment. Amen.



*HYMN Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Page 7
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Fanfare Postlude on “St. Thomas” Douglas E. Wagner
(I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord)

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
Sue Ruggiero Deacon in Charge
Lee Bowley, Sally Hooper Deacons
Liz MacMillan, Doug Topliffe

Paul Schellenberg Videographer

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #A-731944.




SEPTEMBER 13 RALLY DAY ACTIVITIES
CELEBRATE NEW CHURCH YEAR: We hope
you will plan to be with next week for our
Rally Day celebration, kicking off a new
church program year on Sunday,
September 13! In the worship service
Chancel Choir returns, backpacks and work
bags will be blessed, and Church School
classes resume for Preschool through 7th
graders. Registration forms will be available
on Rally Day, and are posted on our website
on the Church School page.

After the service, we'll gather in the
Community Room for an all-church potluck
picnic. The Fellowship Team will provide
hamburgers and hot dogs, and folks are
asked to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert.
Families with names A-M should bring a
salad or side dish, and N-Z families a
dessert. A $5 adult/$10 family donation will
be appreciated to help cover costs.

Rally Day is the perfect time to get excited
about all the good things happening at the
church, and to reconnect with your church
friends and to make new ones. Check out the
September issue of the Village Spire on our
website for details on everything coming up
this fall!

MUSIC MINISTRY REHEARSALS RESUME
IN SEPTEMBER: Our church offers several
opportunities to share your musical talents
in worship services, with groups for young
children through adults.

Chancel Choir meets Thursday evenings at
7:30 pm in the vestry, and the group sings at
every Sunday worship service. Rehearsals
resume September 10. Starting in the fall,
the choir also begins preparations for their
annual Christmas Concert in December.

Bell Choir meets on Thursday evenings in
the Sanctuary at 6:00 pm. Rehearsals begin
on September 10. The ensemble provides
special music at worship once a month, and
they also perform at the Christmas Concert.

Youth Choirs meet after church in the
vestry on Sundays beginning September 20.
The rehearsals start with the younger
children followed by older kids. The
children several times during the year at
worship. All children are welcome.

Contact Director of Music Sara Phelps for
more information. <kalbenl@comcast.net>,
(603) 759-6468.

FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP: We invite
you to join us for a time of fellowship,
conversation, and light snacks following the
worship service today. This will be the last
Sunday for “Lemonade on the Lawn”, as we
will return to the Community Room for
coffee and other refreshments on Sunday,
September 20. Next week is our Rally Day
All-Church Potluck Picnic in the Community
Room. Join us!



WOMAN’S ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES
BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER: Weekly Monday
morning Workshops will resume at 10:00
on September 14. Workshops are informal
gatherings for members and friends of the
WA to plan and review events, to work on
projects, or just to enjoy the fellowship of
the group. All church and community
women are welcome to attend.

WA FALL SALES EVENTS: There will be no
Good Stuff Sale this fall, but a spring sale is
planned for April 30-May 1. Items for the
sale will be collected at some time after the
first of the year. Watch church publications
for details. The very popular Holiday Fair is
back on November 21. This sale features
Christmas decorations, crafts, gifts and
treasures, baked good, silent auction, raffle
and more. Items for the Treasures Table will
be accepted starting September 14. For info
about any WA activity contact Adrienne
Topliffe, <abtopliffe@gmail.com> or call
(603) 913-7565.

ADULT CONFIRMATION SESSIONS BEGIN
IN SEPTEMBER: Confirmation classes for
adults were introduced last fall, and the
series will be offered again this year on
Wednesdays, with sessions in the mornings
and evenings. The series explores the same
topics of faith that our youth confirmands
study in their year-long journey. There will
be new topics to discuss, and classes are
open to all regardless of faith tradition or
whether you were confirmed as a youth.

Class sessions are on Zoom, with morning
classes meeting the 1st and 3rd Wednesday
of the month from 10:00-11:30 am, and
evenings on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday
from 7:00-8:30 pm. Participants are
welcome to attend either class session as
your time allows.

Our Church Calendar

September 6-12, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Fellowship Time
Monday LABOR DAY
Tuesday 9:00 am Preschool First Class Day
7:00 pm Communications Team
7:00 pm Diaconate
Wednesday  10:00 am Staff Meeting
Thursday 6:00 pm Safety Team
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Saturday 10am-3pm  Ambherst Old Home Day
The first class will discuss the topic—

CREATION: Myths and Moral Responsibility.
Morning sessions start September 16, and
evening sessions on September 23. There will
be 15 sessions in total, concluding on April 21.

If interested, contact Pastor Maureen via email
<pastormaureen@ccamherst.org> with any
questions and to receive the Zoom link. The link
can be found on the website, in the Members
section. Click on the “Zoom Links” button.

FOOD PANTRY LIST: SHARE Food Pantry
requests for the month of September include:
canned ham/meats/tuna/chicken, mac and
cheese, pasta (all sorts), Progresso and Chunky
soups. Donations may be left in our SHARE
collection containers found in the narthex, the
church office, and outside the community room.
Donations may also be brought directly to the
SHARE Center in Milford. For directions please
call their office at (603) 673-9898. Many thanks
for your continued generosity!
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Programs Starting Fall 2026

Church School
Classes for Preschool-7th Grade
Sunday Mornings during Worship
First Meeting September 13

Confirmation Class
8th—12th Grade
Info Meeting September 27, 6:00 pm

Junior Youth Group

5th—7th Grade
First Meeting October 4 after Church
Apple Picking Outing

Senior Youth Group
8th—12th Grade
Kick-Off Campfire September 27, 6:30 pm

Questions? Contact Larissa Riley, Director of Youth Ministries
churchschool@ccamherst.org, 673-3231 ext. 20
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X)
of the United Church of Christ

OPEN AND AFFIRMING

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume on September 13.

e Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the
summer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service. In case of inclement weather fellowship
time will be held in the Community Room.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officcadmin@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neiﬂhbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All


mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org

Sunday, September 6, 2026

Creating Community

MondayMandala.com —
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CCA Worship Service Reflection

Sunday, September 6, 2026

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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