
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“Be great in little things.” 
 

- Francis Xavier, 16th century 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 

August 23, 2026 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am 
 
 

GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Shall We Gather at the River (Hanson Place) Joe Utterback 
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP    
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 

One: Creating God, you are the gathering One  
who calls us into community in this sacred space, 

Many: to love and listen,  
to support and heal. 

 
One: You are the gathering One  

who calls us into community with all people in all places;  
Many: to bring justice and hope,  

liberation and truth. 
 
One: You are the gathering One  

who calls us into community with the whole of creation;  
Many: to live in peace and harmony,  

to cherish and renew. 
 
One: You are the gathering One  

who calls us into community as the body of Christ;  
Many: knowing that all parts of the body 
 belong to the whole. 

 
All: Let us worship our God  

who brings us together as one! 
 

*HYMN Arise, Your Light is Come! No. 411 
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 

Gift-giving God, you call us together, 
with our different gifts,  
our different understandings,  
our different experiences.  

You call us together, 
to share what makes us unique,  
to build each other up,  
to serve each other in love.   

You call us together, 
to pray, to listen, to speak.  
To be refreshed  
so that we may go out and serve.  

You call us together  
in the name of the One  
who taught us to pray saying: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Morning Invocation David Paxton 
  Sandra LaBarge Neumann, organ  
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Romans 12:1-8 
        I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do 
not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
       For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the 
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one 
of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, 
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
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SERMON “A Living Sacrifice” 
 
*HYMN Take My Life No. 391 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor 
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
ORGAN RESPONSE Orison Dennis Elliot 
 
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC The Fifers François Dandrieu 
  E. Power Biggs 
   
*DOXOLOGY   (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies) 
         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
          Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
          Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
          Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
          Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)   
Receive our joy, O God, along with our gifts. We reach out with this offering to be your hands 
and feet and heart - in and through our church. Through our shared life in this community of 
faith, create in us the image of Christ. Let us share with the whole world the blessings we 
receive from you. Amen. 
 
*HYMN  Called as Partners in Christ’s Service No. 343 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION  
 
*ORGAN RESPONSE  
 
*POSTLUDE Canzona Domenico Zipoli 
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Kathleen Bouchard Liturgist 
Sandra LaBarge Neumann Guest Organist 
Liz MacMillan Deacon in Charge 
Lee Bowley, Gail Wiegand Deacons 
Christie Gould, Tom Werst Ushers 
Patricia Bodan Videographer 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
One License with license #A-731944. 

Our Church Calendar 

August 23-29, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time  
 
Mon-Fri   9:00 am Preschool in the Village 
  Summer Camp 
 
Wednesday   9:00 am Walking Group (final) 
 
Saturday 11:00 am John Bowkett Memorial 
  Service 

ANNUAL SUMMER FUN DAY SET FOR 
SUNDAY AUGUST 30: The Dart Family is 
opening their home to our congregation for 
their fabulous and fun annual event, the 
2026 End-of-Summer Party on Baboosic 
Lake! The party is from 2:00-6:00 pm on 
Sunday, August 30, and will include 
activities like kayaking, paddle-boarding, 
swimming, cornhole, boat rides, and more! 
The Darts will provide burgers, hot dogs, 
and corn. Guests are asked to bring a side 
dish, salad, or dessert to share, and all your 
own beverages.  Please RSVP so your hosts 
can plan the proper amount of food. 
 

The Darts’ home is at 21 Lake Front Street 
(take the right closest to the public beach, 
and follow the street all the way to the end). 
For questions and to RSVP, contact Meredith 
Dart via email <m_getler@hotmail.com>. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Rally Day Sunday 
is September 13! Details coming soon. 
 
NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to 
use the nursery during worship services, 
but it is not staffed in the summer months. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult 
caregiver at all times when in the nursery. 

FOOD PANTRY LIST: SHARE Food Pantry requests 
for the month of August include: shampoo & 
conditioner, toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
deodorants, bar soap, feminine hygiene products, 
diapers and wipes. Donations may be left in our 
SHARE collection containers found in the narthex, 
the church office, and outside the community 
room. Donations may also be brought directly to 
the SHARE Center in Milford. For directions please 
call their office at (603) 673-9898. Many thanks for 
your continued generosity! 



6 

 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September. 

• Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the 
summer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service.  In case of inclement weather fellowship 
time will be held in the Community Room. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday 
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officeadmin@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 
 

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 
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Sunday, August 23, 2026 


