
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“Through pride we are ever deceiving ourselves.  
But deep down below the surface of the average conscience  

a still, small voice says to us, something is out of tune.” 
 
 

― Carl Jung 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 

August 9, 2026 ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Let Us With a Gladsome Light John Bernard Wilkes 
  Robert J. Powell 
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP    
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 

One: Friends in faith, what do we seek  
as we gather in God’s presence? 

Many: A love that never ceases. 
One: A creativity that designed the universe. 
Many: A hope that moves us forward.  
One: A pursuit of healing and reconciliation. 
Many: A grace offered to all. 
One: A peace that quells division. 
Many: A justice that surpasses our own. 
One: A transformation of heart and mind. 
Many: These are the things of God that we long for! 
 

*HYMN I Sing the Mighty Power of God page 5 
  
PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 

O Still Speaking God,  
who is greater than the most powerful forces in this world,  
enable us to be still and know that you are the Creator of all.  
O Breath of Life,  
who answers out of the whirlwind of everyday distractions,  
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breathe your Spirit into us, 
to strengthen, comfort, and guide us.  
O still, small voice, 
speak to us in this hour that we might become makers of your peace  
in our homes, in our communities, in our world. 
We ask this in the name of the One who taught us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Of Foreign Lands and People Robert Schumann 
  Emily Bolin, piano  
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  1Kings 19:9-18 
 

               At that place, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came 
to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the 
Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
        The word of the Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to 
him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the 
Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”  
        Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you 
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king 
over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of 
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to 
Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 
SERMON “Still Speaking God” 
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*HYMN Come and Find the Quiet Center pages 6-7 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor 
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC O Jesus I Have Promised John Ernest Bode 
  Robert J. Powell 
   
*DOXOLOGY   (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies) 
         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
          Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
          Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
          Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
          Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)   
As you share your blessings with us, Gracious God, you show great faith that we will use them 
wisely and offer them generously to others.  May our gifts bring food to the hungry, healing 
to the broken, hope to the despairing, and joy for all. This we pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen..  
 
*HYMN  Open My Eyes That I May See page 8 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION  
 
*ORGAN RESPONSE  
 
*POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune on “Lyons” Joseph Martin Kraus 
 (O Worship the King) Stephen L. Aber 
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NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to use 
the nursery during worship services, but it is not 
staffed in the summer months. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult caregiver at all times 
when in the nursery. 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Articles and other 
submissions for the September issue of The Spire 
newsletter are due by August 15.  
 
WALKING GROUP: The Wednesday Walking 
Group will be meeting two more times in August, 
on the 12th and 26th. Join us at the front of the 
church at 9:00 am for a stroll through the village! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Calendar 

August 9—15, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time  
 
Mon-Fri   9:00 am Preschool in the Village 
  Summer Camp 
 
Tuesday   7:00 pm Communications Team 
   7:00 pm Diaconate 
 
Wednesday    9:00 am Walking Group 
 
Saturday   3:00 pm Shellie Brook Ordination 
 

ANNUAL SUMMER FUN DAY SET FOR 
SUNDAY AUGUST 30: The Dart Family is 
opening their home to our congregation for 
their fabulous and fun annual event, the 
2026 End-of-Summer Party on Baboosic 
Lake! The party is from 2:00-6:00 pm on 
Sunday, August 30, and will include 
activities like kayaking, paddle-boarding, 
swimming, cornhole, boat rides, and more! 
The Darts will provide burgers, hot dogs, 
and corn. Guests are asked to bring a side 
dish, salad, or dessert to share, and all your 
own beverages.  Please RSVP so your hosts 
can plan the proper amount of food. 
 

The Darts’ home is at 21 Lake Front Street 
(take the right closest to the public beach, 
and follow the street all the way to the end). 
For questions and to RSVP, contact Meredith 
Dart via email <m_getler@hotmail.com>. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY LIST: SHARE Food Pantry 
requests for the month of August include: 
shampoo & conditioner, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, deodorants, bar soap, feminine 
hygiene products, diapers and wipes. 
Donations may be left in our SHARE 
collection containers found in the narthex, 
the church office, and outside the 
community room. Donations may also be 
brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford. For directions please call their 
office at (603) 673-9898. Many thanks for 
your continued generosity! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September. 

• Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the 
summer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service.  In case of inclement weather fellowship 
time will be held in the Community Room. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday 
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officeadmin@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 

Sunday, August 9, 2026 
 

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 
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God Speaks to Elijah in a Whisper 

Sunday, August 9, 2026 


