
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“In a very real sense not one of us is qualified,  
but it seems that God continually chooses the most unqualified  

to do God’s work, to bear God’s glory.  
If we are qualified, we tend to think that we have done the job ourselves.  

If we are forced to accept our evident lack of qualification,  
then there's no danger that we will confuse God's work with our own, 

 or God's glory with our own.” 
 

― Madeleine L'Engle,  
Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

August 2, 2026 TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE I’ve Been in the Storm Too Long African-American Spiritual 
  David Kidwell 
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP   based on Psalm 123 
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 

One: In the darkest valley, 
Many: at the banquet table; 
One: in the hard work of life, 
Many: in the moments of ease; 
One: in our day-to-day reality, 
Many:  at times like this– 
One: this time we’ve set aside – 
Many: for worship, for listening, for connection; 
One: with every step we take: 
Many: our cups overflow, 
One:      and goodness and mercy follow us, 
Many: all the days of our lives. 
 

*HYMN All Who Hunger Gather Gladly page 6 
  
PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 

God of green pastures and still waters 
through light and shadow you lead us and we follow, 
through the ups and downs of these days, 
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when our hearts are hurting, 
when our spirits are rejoicing, 
when we can barely put one foot in front of the other 
still you beckon us on... 
when we stumble you support us, 
when we can go no further you carry us, 
across stormy and calm seas you lead us, 
and we follow. 
 
May we feel your Spirit walking beside us now,  
as we pray the words that Jesus taught us:   
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Mike Neverisky, guitar  
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 14:22-33 
 

               Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself 
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, 
was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking 
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
               Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when 
he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why 
did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
SERMON “Walking on Water” 
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OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND PRAYERS 
All are invited to place their offerings and prayer cards in the plates as they are passed. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Be Still, My Soul Jean Sibelius 
  James Pethel 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
ORGAN RESPONSE 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 
One:  We come together at this sacred table, 

where Jesus meets all who gather in his name. 
Many:   At this table, we come to be served, and to serve. 
 
One:  Here, we remember that Jesus revealed God’s love to the world —  

a love that is inclusive, expansive, and transforming.  
Many: We come to this table to connect, to belong, and to grow. 
 
One:  So come now to this table that has been prepared for you. 
 Come not because you must, but because you may.  
Many:    For here, all are welcome to share in God’s bounty! 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD and POURING OF THE CUP 
 
CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at 
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink 
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten, 
egg, and dairy free and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table. 
 
 
ORGAN MEDITATIONS Andante Wilhelm Volckmar 
 Pastorella Friedrich Wilhelm Marpurg 
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Sara Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Gail Wiegand Deacon in Charge 
Lee Bowley, Colleen Cushing, John Swanson, Doug Topliffe Deacons 
Tim Wiegand Videographer 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
One License with license #A-731944. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We give thanks, loving God, for this communal meal that links us to all who have called    
upon your name. May your wisdom grow within us. May your word inspire us. May the 
nourishment of this bread and cup strengthen us for the journey, as you send us out into    
the world as people of courage, compassion, and commitment. Amen.  
 
*HYMN  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms page 7 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION  
 
*ORGAN RESPONSE  
 
*POSTLUDE “Be Not Afraid” from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn 
  A. Boyse 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September. 

• Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the 
sumer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service.  In case of inclement weather fellowship 
time will be held in the Community Room. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday 
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officeadmin@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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Financial Summary 
(as of June 30, 2026) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $69,423 $68,326 $1,097 
Expenses $40,647 $41,015 $ (368) 
Net Income $28,777 $27,312 $1,465 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell 
(Treasurer), Gail Miller, Kelly Schmidt, Paul Spiess, 
Doug Topliffe, and Todd Whitney (Chair). 

NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to use 
the nursery during worship services, but it is not 
staffed in the summer months. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult caregiver at all times 
when in the nursery. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL STARTS MONDAY: 
An exciting week of activities and learning kicks 
off tomorrow, August 3 as 48 children, 18 teens, 

and 16 adults gather for 
our 2026 Vacation Bible 
School program. The 
children will experience a 
Holy Land adventure, as 
they travel back to 
Nazareth “Where Jesus 

Was a Kid”. They will be immersed in a different 
Bible Story each day as they learn what life was 
like when Jesus was growing up. Larissa, 
Gretchen, and the adult volunteers have been 
busy preparing and can’t wait to welcome all the 
children to the church this week! 
 
 
 

Our Church Calendar 

August 2—8, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time  
 11:30 am VBS Set Up 
 
Mon-Fri   9:00 am Vacation Bible School 
 
Tuesday   5:30 pm Church Council 
   7:00 pm Trustees 
 
Wednesday   9:00 am Walking Group 
   1:00 pm Bylaws Team   
 

ANNUAL SUMMER FUN DAY SET FOR 
SUNDAY AUGUST 30: The Dart Family is 
opening their home to our congregation for 
their fabulous and fun annual event, the 
2026 End-of-Summer Party on Baboosic 
Lake! The party is from 2:00-6:00 pm on 
Sunday, August 30, and will include 
activities like kayaking, paddle-boarding, 
swimming, cornhole, boat rides, and more! 
The Darts will provide burgers, hot dogs, 
and corn. Guests are asked to bring a side 
dish, salad, or dessert to share, and all your 
own beverages.  Please RSVP so your hosts 
can plan the proper amount of food. 
 

The Darts’ home is at 21 Lake Front Street 
(take the right closest to the public beach, 
and follow the street all the way to the end). 
For questions and to RSVP, contact Meredith 
Dart via email <m_getler@hotmail.com>. 
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 
 

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 
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Sunday, August 2, 2026 


