The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire
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Wisdom shouts in the street;
she raises her voice in the marketplace.
At the busiest corner she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?”

Proverbs 1:20-22



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

July 26,2026 NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Ludwig van Beethoven
Jen Rogers, Wendy Valeri, handbells Benjamin Roundtree

*CALL TO WORSHIP
(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

One:  We are seekers and sojourners
on the way to a deeper understanding
and a wider vision of our faith.

Many: We long to hear our Creator’s voice -
cutting through the noise of our world
and showing us how to live and love.

One:  We gather this morning in places near and far,
to acquire wisdom from God’s Word,
from God'’s Spirit, and from one another.

Many: We gather so that Wisdom may call out to us,
reaching into the shadows
and beckoning us into the light.

All: We gather to step into the deeper, richer,
Wisdom-filled life that God longs for us to have.

*HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory page 6



PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Still Speaking God,

We gather in your presence longing to hear your voice.

Open our eyes and ears to the movement of your Spirit.

May the wisdom of your Word take root in our lives,

and move us towards one another,

counteracting the forces that move us away from one another.
Grant us discerning hearts and minds,

as we seek to heal the fractures between us.

May your restoring Spirit move among us now, Oh God,

as we pray the words that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SPECIAL MUSIC Jesu Joy of Man'’s Desiring J.S. Bach
Jen Rogers, Wendy Valeri, handbells Victor L. Gumma

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should
give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father
David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart
toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit
on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they
cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?’

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you
a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise
after you.”



SERMON “Seeking Understanding”

*HYMN Be Now My Vision page 7

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.

ORGAN RESPONSE
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS and CELEBRATING OUR WELCOME

OFFERTORY MUSIC Alleluia Howard Gould & Ann Nethery
Jen Rogers, Wendy Valeri, handbells

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)

For the breath of life, for eyes to see, for insight to believe, for courage to witness, we give
thanks, gracious God. The signs of your presence are everywhere. May this offering serve as
our witness to your grace and peace. Breathe your Spirit into us so that it may transform,
inspire, and equip us in your service. Amen.

*HYMN God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian pages 8 and 9
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Fanfare H. Farmer
J. Alfred Schehl



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X>
of the United Church of Christ

OPEN AND AFFIRMING

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September.

e  Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the
sumer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service. In case of inclement weather fellowship
time will be held in the Community Room.

o In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officcadmin@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church's website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Associate Pastor
Susan Manchester Liturgist
Sara Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
Liz MacMillan Deacon in Charge
Lee Bowley, Sue Ruggiero Deacons
Holly and Jean Tonneson Ushers
Patricia Bodan Videographer

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #A-731944.




Our Church Calendar
July 26-August 1, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Fellowship Time
Tuesday 4:00 pm WOW Team
Wednesday = NO Walking Group this week
Saturday 10:00 am VBS Leadership
Orientation

ANNUAL SUMMER FUN DAY SET FOR
SUNDAY AUGUST 30: The Dart Family is
opening their home to our congregation for
their fabulous and fun annual event, the
2026 End-of-Summer Party on Baboosic
Lake! The party is from 2:00-6:00 pm on
Sunday, August 30, and will include
activities like kayaking, paddle-boarding,
swimming, cornhole, boat rides, and more!
The Darts will provide burgers, hot dogs,
and corn. Guests are asked to bring a side
dish, salad, or dessert to share, and all your
own beverages. Please RSVP so your hosts
can plan the proper amount of food.

The Darts’ home is at 21 Lake Front Street
(take the right closest to the public beach,

NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to use
the nursery during worship services, but it is not

and follow the street all the way to the end).
For questions and to RSVP, contact Meredith
Dart via email <m_getler@hotmail.com>.

staffed in the summer months. Children must be

accompanied by an adult caregiver at all times

when in the nursery.
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LAST CALL FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Just
a week left before the start of VBS 2026,
Hometown Nazareth, Where Jesus Was a Kid. We
have 66 children and teens registered for the
program! Registration closes on July 27 so it’s
your last chance to sign up your child. To register,
go to ccamherst.org/vbsreg for information and
There are only a very few
items left on the VBS Amazon Wish List if you
would like to donate. The button link to the list
can be found on the VBS page on our website.

registration details.

Thanks to all for your support!

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS: A BIG
THANK YOU to all the wonderful people
who stayed after church the past two
Sundays to help with moving rugs and
furniture downstairs for the floor cleaning!
We deeply appreciate everything you do in
service for our church.

Financial Summary
(as of June 30, 2026)

YTD YTD

Actual Budget Difference
Income $69,423  $68,326  $1,097
Expenses $40,647  $41,015  $(368)
Net Income $28,777  $27,312  $1,465

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear
to total correctly.

We hope you are finding this information helpful.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell
(Treasurer), Gail Miller, Kelly Schmidt, Paul Spiess,
Doug Topliffe, and Todd Whitney (Chair).
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Sunday, July 26, 2026

CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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Sunday, July 26, 2026
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