The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire
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"A seed neither fears light nor darkness,
but uses both to grow.”

- Matshona Dhliwayo



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

July 19, 2026 EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Gothic Minuet on “Kingsfold” Ralph Vaughan Williams
(“Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”) Matthew F. Walicke

*CALL TO WORSHIP
(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

One:  As we harvest our growing abundance in this time of mid-summer, may we relish in the
fruit of our labor,

Many: As we harvest fruitful seeds of nature and God’s Garden, let us share in the bounty
with our neighbors.

One:  While we channel resources - water, light, fertile ground to the produce we desire in
our gardens,

Many: May we also recognize that the weed, the rabbit, the caterpillar also has needs
for sustenance.

One:  We have enough, and an attitude of plentifulness increases through sharing.

Many: For what our land grows with our tending, is only ours for a moment in time, filling a
short term and immediate need.

ALL: May we share the harvest by tithing back to nature, feeding the hungry among us,
storing for the future without hoarding, and setting enough seed aside for the next
season of planting.

*HYMN Great is They Faithfulness pages 6 and 7

PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

God of many names, mother of all creation, father of all that is, womb of life, and wellspring
of all that we can ever know, we invite your presence here as we seek to embody your loving
spirit and create your presence among us. We are in need and we turn to you to be with us as
we practice creating the kin-dom of heaven here on earth.
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As we now pray these words that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SPECIAL MUSIC The Gift of Love Hal Hopson
Becky Bolin, vocalist

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from? He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.’ The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No,
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

SERMON “Wheat and Weeds Together”

*HYMN Come, O Thankful People, Come, verses 2-3 page 8

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.



ORGAN RESPONSE
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS and CELEBRATING OUR WELCOME
OFFERTORY MUSIC Prayer for a Summer Morn Franklin Ritter

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)

We dedicate these resources to doing God’s work among God’s people. May these gifts plant
seeds of love and justice for God’s children who seek it; may they remind us to love more
mercifully; and may all walk humbly as we learn to trod gently upon this earth. Amen.

*HYMN God Is My Shepherd, verses 1-2, 4-5 page 9
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Sing to the Lord of Harvest Johann Steurlein
Dennis Eliot

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Gregg Berube Liturgist
Sara Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
Gail Wiegand Deacon in Charge
Colleen Cushing, John Swanson Deacons
Mark and Fran Baddeley Ushers
Tim Wiegand Videographer

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X>
of the United Church of Christ

OPEN AND AFFIRMING

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September.

e  Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the
sumer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service. In case of inclement weather fellowship
time will be held in the Community Room.

o In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officcadmin@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church's website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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Our Church Calendar
July 19-25, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship

11:15 am Fellowship Time
Monday 10:00 am WA Workshop
Tuesday 10:00 am Caregivers Circle
Wednesday 9:00 am Walking Group

NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to use
the nursery during worship services, but it is not
staffed in the summer months. Children must be
accompanied by an adult caregiver at all times
when in the nursery.

HELPERS NEEDED AGAIN TO RESET ROOMS:
Thanks to the many people who stayed after
church last Sunday to help clear the Community
Room and Vestry for floor cleaning this past
week. The job was done in a jiffy! We hope you
will stay today after the worship service to put
the rugs and furniture back into the two rooms.
We deeply appreciate your generous service to
the church!

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for July include
canned fruit, flour, sugar, coffee, tea, juice, instant
rice, cold cereal, instant oatmeal packets, and
individually wrapped snacks. Donations may be
left in our SHARE collection containers found in
the narthex, the church office, and outside the
community room. Donations may also be brought
directly to the SHARE Center in Milford; if you are
unsure of the location, please call their office at
673-9898. Many thanks for your continuing
support!
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SUPPORT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
Registration is still ongoing for our 2026
VBS program. 47
children and teens

wl\“
“ometo are signed up
already' If you

= Laker .,,uya d haven’t signed wup
u eeJesuS your child yet, go to

ccamherst.org/
information and

vbsreg for more
registration details.

You can personally support the VBS
program by donating supplies from our
Amazon Wish List, including craft,
classroom, and snack supplies, decorations
and more. The button link to the list can be
found on the VBS website page
ccamherst.org/vbsreg.

ANNUAL SUMMER FUN DAY SET FOR
SUNDAY AUGUST 30: The Dart Family is
opening their home to our congregation for
their fabulous and fun annual event, the
2026 End-of-Summer Party on Baboosic
Lake! The party is from 2:00-6:00 pm on
Sunday, August 30, and will include
activities like kayaking, paddle-boarding,
swimming, cornhole, boat rides, and more!
The Darts will provide burgers, hot dogs,
and corn. Guests are asked to bring a side
dish, salad, or dessert to share, and all your
own beverages. Please RSVP so your hosts
can plan the proper amount of food.

The Darts’ home is at 21 Lake Front Street
(take the right closest to the public beach,
and follow the street all the way to the end).
For questions and to RSVP, contact Meredith
Dart via email <m_getler@hotmail.com>.



Sunday, July 19, 2026

CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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