The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire

"The church is called to 'waste itself,’
to throw grace around like there is no tomorrow,
precisely because there is a tomorrow,
and it belongs to God."

- Thomas Long



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

July 12,2026 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE
PRELUDE Galliarda Iouri Grichetchkine

*CALL TO WORSHIP
(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

One: We come together in gratitude for all God has done:
Many: For creation brought to life,

One: For life blossoming into abundance,

Many: For abundance unfolding into sharing,

One: For sharing giving birth to justice,

Many: For justice healing violence,

One: For violence calming into peace,

Many: For peace healing creation.

One: For all these,

Many: Thanks be to God!

*HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation page 6

PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Creating God, who seeks us wherever we may be,

we find you wherever you leave your fingerprints...

in the beauty of the world around us,

in the movements of scripture and song,

in the presence of neighbors and strangers.

Thank you for this gift.

May we gently lay down our worries and distractions,

so that we might be more fully present to you in this hour.
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May your Spirit inspire us and guide us,
as we pray these words that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SPECIAL MUSIC Sweet Hour of Prayer William B. Bradbury
Jana Howe, Sara Phelps, vocalists

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as
he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of
soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away.
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. If you have ears, hear!”

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

SERMON “Sowing the Seeds of Love”

*HYMN In the Bulb There is a Flower pages 7

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.



ORGAN RESPONSE
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS and CELEBRATING OUR WELCOME
OFFERTORY MUSIC Where Charity and Love Prevail Mark Roberts

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)

Giving God, with these offerings we proclaim the good news of your unconditional love.
Through our giving we send your Word into the world to feed the hungry, comfort the sick,
liberate the captive, and to bring justice to those who long for it. Receive our gifts and our
renewed commitment to serve in your name. Amen.

*HYMN God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending pages 8 and 9
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Trumpet Voluntary in G David Lasky

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Sara Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
Gail Wiegand Deacon in Charge
Lee Bowley, Stephen [saacs Deacons
Avis Moller, Adrienne Topliffe Ushers
Doug Topliffe Videographer

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X>
of the United Church of Christ

OPEN AND AFFIRMING

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September.

e  Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the
sumer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service. In case of inclement weather fellowship
time will be held in the Community Room.

o In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officcadmin@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church's website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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Our Church Calendar
July 12-18, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Fellowship Time
Wednesday 9:00 am Walking Group

NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to use
the nursery during worship services, but it is not
staffed in the summer months. Children must be
accompanied by an adult caregiver at all times
when in the nursery.

HELP NEEDED FOR FLOOR CLEANING PREP:
The church’s cleaning service will be starting
their summer cleaning and waxing of floors in the
classrooms, Community Room, and Vestry on
Monday, July 13. Prior to that we need help in
clearing furniture and rugs from these areas.
Please stick around after worship service today
to help us with this task. Many hands make light
work!

SCHEDULE CHANGE FOR WA WORKSHOP: Due
to the floor cleaning starting this week, the
Women'’s Association Workshop for July has been
postponed from Monday, July 13 to July 20.

10

SUPPORT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
Registration is still

ﬂometown ongoing for our 2026
E_Na a're VBS program. 47
B stus"'"—\‘“KJ chlldren and teens

are signed up

already! If you
haven’t signed up your child yet, go to
ccamherst.org/vbsreg for more information
and registration details.

You can personally support the VBS
program by donating supplies from our
Amazon Wish List, including craft,
classroom, and snack supplies, decorations
and more. The button link to the list can be
found on the VBS website page
ccamherst.org/vbsreg.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for July
include canned fruit, flour, sugar, coffee, tea,
juice, instant rice, cold cereal, instant
oatmeal packets, and individually wrapped
snacks. Donations may be left in our SHARE
collection containers found in the narthex,
the church office, and outside the
community room. Donations may also be
brought directly to the SHARE Center in
Milford; if you are unsure of the location,
please call their office at 673-9898. Many
thanks for your continuing support!



Sunday, July 12, 2026

CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...

11



Sunday, July 12, 2026
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MATTHEW 13:3-9



