The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire
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“You are moving in the direction of freedom,
and the function of freedom is to free somebody else.”

— Toni Morrison



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

July 5, 2026 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 am

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Come, We That Love the Lord Aaron Williams
Michael Shea
*CALL TO WORSHIP
(*Please rise in body or spirit.)
One: 0 God, of heaven and earth,
of all nations and all peoples,
Many: Reveal yourself

to all gathered before you today.

One: Reveal yourself
to those who are seeking guidance,
Many: Reveal yourself

to those who are seeking strength.

One: Reveal yourself
to those who are seeking comfort,
Many: Reveal yourself

to all who are seeking relief.

One: Reveal yourself
to those who are powerful,
Many: Reveal yourself

to all who are powerless.

One: Reveal yourself
to us, in this hour,

Many: and in our everyday lives,
so that this world

might reflect your unending love.



*HYMN Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether page 6

PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Welcoming God,
You have invited us to this place,
for this is where we gather in your name.
Here, we learn to trust you,
and to faithfully follow where you lead us.
Here, we learn to listen to you,
and hear words of hope, of healing.
Here, we learn to bring all that we are to you -
our pain, our joy, our greatest longings -
that we might be made whole.

May we feel your Spirit moving among us now, O God,
as we pray the words that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SPECIAL MUSIC Allegro from Sonata in G Major Georg Philipp Telemann
Sue Werst, flute

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Romans 7:15-25

In fact, I don't understand why I act the way I do. I don't do what I know is right. I do the things
[ hate. Although [ don't do what I know is right, | agree that the Law is good. So | am not the one
doing these evil things. The sin that lives in me is what does them.

[ know that my selfish desires won't let me do anything that is good. Even when [ want to do
right, I cannot. Instead of doing what I know is right, I do wrong. And so, if I don't do what I know is
right,  am no longer the one doing these evil things. The sin that lives in me is what does them.



The Law has shown me that something in me keeps me from doing what I know is right. With
my whole heart [ agree with the Law of God. But in every part of me I discover something fighting
against my mind, and it makes me a prisoner of sin that controls everything [ do. What a miserable
person I am. Who will rescue me from this body that is doomed to die? Thank God! Jesus Christ will
rescue me.

So with my mind I serve the Law of God, although my selfish desires make me serve the law
of sin.

SERMON “Being Human”

*HYMN This is My Song pages 8 and 9

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.

ORGAN RESPONSE
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS and CELEBRATING OUR WELCOME
OFFERTORY MUSIC Moment of Truth Esther Megargel

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)

As we bring our offerings, O God, we commit our lives to serving all your children - to feed
the hungry, to liberate those in search of freedom, to bring justice and mercy to those in need
of both, to preach the good news to those who long to hear it. Always giving God, receive our
gifts and our renewed commitment to serve you in all ways. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
One: We gather at this sacred table,

where God invites us into relationship.
Many: At this table, we receive and reflect God’s unconditional love.



One: Here, we remember that Jesus revealed God'’s love to the world —
a love that is inclusive, expansive, and transforming.
Many: We come to this table to connect, to belong, and to grow.

One:  So come now to this table that has been prepared for you.
Come not because you must, but because you may.
Many: For here, all are welcome to share in God’s bounty!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
BREAKING OF THE BREAD and POURING OF THE CUP
CONSECRATING PRAYER

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten,
egg, and dairy free and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table.

ORGAN MEDITATIONS Andante in F William Alfred Hall
Meditation P. Tottenham Lucas

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison)

We give thanks, loving God, for this communal meal that links us to all who have called
upon your name. May your wisdom grow within us. May your word inspire us. May the
nourishment of this bread and cup strengthen us for the journey, as you send us out into the
world as people of courage, compassion, and commitment. Amen.

*HYMN Lead On Eternal Sovereign Page 7
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*ORGAN RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Centennial Triptych: 3. Rondeau Recessional David Lasky



Our Church Calendar
July 5-11, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Fellowship Time
Wednesday 9:00 am Walking Group

NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to use
the nursery during worship services, but it is not
staffed in the summer months. Children must be
accompanied by an adult caregiver at all times
when in the nursery.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH DEPART TODAY FOR
MISSION TRIP: 18 youth plus their adult
chaperones left early this morning for the 2026
Mission Trip to Savannah, Georgia. We wish all
the participants a safe journey and pray they
have a meaningful and transformative experience
serving God’s people in Savannah. We are duly
proud of these young people who will be
representing our church in the world.

HELP NEEDED FOR FLOOR CLEANING PREP:
The church’s cleaning service will be starting
their summer cleaning and waxing of floors in the
classrooms, Community Room, and Vestry on
Monday, July 13. Prior to that we need help in
clearing furniture and rugs from these areas.
Please stick around after worship service on
Sunday, July 12 to help us with this task. Many
hands make light work!
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SUPPORT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
Registration is still ongoing for our 2026
VBS program. 47 children and teens are
signed up already! If you haven’t signed up
your child yet, go to ccamherst.org/vbsreg
for more information and registration
details.

You can personally support the VBS
program by donating supplies from our
Amazon Wish List, including craft,
classroom, and snack supplies, decorations
and more. The button link to the list can be
found on the VBS website page
ccamherst.org/vbsreg.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for July
include canned fruit, flour, sugar, coffee, tea,
juice, instant rice, cold cereal, instant
oatmeal packets, and individually wrapped
snacks. Donations may be left in our SHARE
collection containers found in the narthex,
the church office, and outside the
community room. Donations may also be
brought directly to the SHARE Center in
Milford; if you are unsure of the location,
please call their office at 673-9898. Many
thanks for your continuing support!

SUMMER GATHERINGS: While most of our
meetings and other activities take a break
for the summer months, several groups still
carry on in July, including—Wednesday
Walking Group on July 8, 15, and 22 at 9:00
am; Women’s Association Workshop on
July 13 at 10:00 am; and the Caregivers
Circle Group on July 21 at 10:00 am.



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X>
of the United Church of Christ
s

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September.

e  Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the
sumer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us outside in the Memorial Garden on the west side of the church for a time of
fellowship and refreshments after the worship service. In case of inclement weather fellowship
time will be held in the Community Room.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officcadmin@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church's website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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Sunday, July 5, 2026
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Sunday, July 5, 2026

CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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