
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

    “A glass of water has no value on its own,  
but the moment it quenches the thirst of an exhausted person,  

it turns more valuable than gold.  
Be a glass of water and quench the thirst of others.”  

 
― Abhijit Naskar, Citizens of Peace: Beyond the Savagery of Sovereignty 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

June 28, 2026 FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Meditation on the Eighth Psalm Tone Robert J. Powell 
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 

One: People of faith, we gather to celebrate our God. 
Many: Our God who offers so much more than we imagine. 
 
One:  Our God who offers hope. 
Many: Hope for those who thirst for peace. 
 
One: Our God who offers grace 
Many: Grace for those who thirst for forgiveness. 
 
One: Our God who offers love. 
Many: Love for those who thirst for belonging. 
 
One: Our God who calls us to live as people 
 of hope, grace, and love. 
Many: Our God who calls us to tend to those who thirst,  

in word, in deed, in this community of Christ! 
 
 
*HYMN Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service pages 6-7 
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
Loving God, as people of faith,  
we gather in this place to listen, to learn,  
to worship, to pray, to be with you. 
Because we know it is through your generosity,  
it is out of your love, it is because of your grace,  
that we have life.   
May our lives be a reflection of your image,  
in this hour, and in all the hours that we live.  
May we feel your Spirit moving among us now, O God, 
as we pray the words that Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Rondo in D W.A. Mozart 
  Maya Gascoyne, alto saxophone; Tyler Lupoli, piano 
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 10:40-42 
 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and 
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of 
the righteous, and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

SERMON “A Mere Cup of Water” 
 
*HYMN  Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant pages 7 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor 
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
ORGAN RESPONSE 
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SHARING OUR OFFERINGS and CELEBRATING OUR WELCOME 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Our Heart’s Sweet Joy Linda Moeller 
 
*DOXOLOGY   (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies) 
         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
          Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
          Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
          Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
          Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
For those who have lost hope, for those seeking grace, for those longing for connection with 
communities of love, we offer our gifts, Loving God. May we be a source of comfort and peace 
for those seeking relief, for all who thirst for healing. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
*HYMN  Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples Page 8 
 

*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION  
 

*ORGAN RESPONSE  
 

*POSTLUDE Go Therefore Robert F. Smith 
   

 

 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Reid Cunningham, MID Guest Preacher 
Sara Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Doug Topliffe Deacon in Charge 
Sally Bowkett, John Swanson Deacons 
Doug & Adrienne Topliffe Ushers 
Tim Wiegand Videographer 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
One License with license #A-731944. 

 
Portions of today’s liturgy have been adapted from lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September. 

• Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the 
summer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday 
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officeadmin@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome to use 
the nursery during worship services, but it is not 
staffed in the summer months. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult caregiver at all times 
when in the nursery. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for July include 
canned fruit, flour, sugar, coffee, tea, juice, instant 
rice, cold cereal, instant oatmeal packets, and 
individually wrapped snacks. Donations may be 
left in our SHARE collection containers found in 
the narthex, the church office, and outside the 
community room. Donations may also be brought 
directly to the SHARE Center in Milford; if you are 
unsure of the location, please call their office at 
673-9898. Many thanks for your continuing 
support! 

Our Church Calendar 

June 28—July 4, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time  
   6:30 pm Senior Youth Group 
 

Tuesday   7:00 pm World Service Team 
 

Saturday   9:00 am CCA table at Amherst 
  4th of July on the Green 
 

4TH OF JULY HELP NEEDED: The 
Fellowship Team is asking for donations of 
unfrosted cookies—homemade or store-
bought, packaged two per baggie. Please 
leave cookie-filled baggies in the kitchen 
refrigerator during the week leading up to 
the 4th of July, or bring them to our table on 
the village green after 8:30 am the day of. 
 
We also need help setting up and breaking 
down. Set up on the green is at 8:00 am, take 
down sometime between 11:30 am to 12:30 
pm, depending on festivities and foot traffic. 
 
Volunteers (adults and kids) are needed to 
help apply temporary tattoos, and to hand 
out cookies. Everyone is welcome to come 
sit in the shade, or to drop by to say “Hi!” at 
your leisure, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. BYO 
lightweight lawn chair (but we will have a 
few chairs available to share).  
 
Please text or call Carol Landon with any 
questions—(603) 494-7734. 
 
 
SUPPORT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 

Registration is still 
ongoing for our 2026 
VBS program. 47 
children and teens are 
signed up already! If 

you haven’t signed up your child yet, go to 
ccamherst.org/vbsreg for more information 
and registration details.  
 
You can personally support the VBS 
program by donating supplies from our 
Amazon Wish List, including craft, 
classroom, and snack supplies, decorations 
and more.  The button link to the list can be 
found on the VBS website page 
ccamherst.org/vbsreg. 
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 
  

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 

  

   

Sunday, June 28, 2026 
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God Offers Water to the Thirsty 
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Sunday, June 28, 2026 


