
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
    “There is a calmness to a life lived in gratitude, a quiet joy.”  
                                                                             

― Ralph H. Blum 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 

June 21, 2026 FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 a.m. 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Prelude on “Kelvingrove” (Will You Come and Follow Me?) Jason D. Payne 
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 

One: The Holy Spirit has given us life and pours on us the power to become   
 new people! 
 

Many:  The winds of the Spirit have given us breath, and the fire of the Spirit         
 has ignited in us a love for God and each other.  
 

One: Come here in faithfulness, and be ready for the surprises that God’s Spirit brings.  
 
Many:  We open our lives to the presence of God, and trust God’s promise to us 
               that we can live new lives of freedom and grace.       
 

ALL:    May God help us to be true people of spirit, letting holy surprises fill   
              our days!  
 
*HYMN Great is Your Faithfulness pages 6-7 
  
PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
Holy God who created all that exists, we praise you. We open our hearts and our spirits this 
day to your eternal love and forgiving mercy. Be with us as we participate in this worship 
service. Remind us again that Jesus Christ gave his life that we might fully understand the 
depth and breadth of your love. In all things and at all times we praise you. And we pray as 
Jesus taught us, saying: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “O Rest in the Lord” from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn 
  Tom Werst, vocalist 
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 10:24-39 
 

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be 
like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 
how much more will they malign those of his household! 
 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret 
that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of 
your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father 
in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one's foes will be members of one's own household. 
 
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me 
is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it.” 
 

SERMON “God Likes Sparrows, But Loves You and Me” 
 
*HYMN  His Eye is on the Sparrow pages 8-9 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by the pastor 
during the second hymn, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 



4 

 

ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Father, Most Holy David Cherwien 
 
*DOXOLOGY   (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies) 
         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
          Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
          Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
          Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
          Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
For all the great and wondrous things you have done for us, O God, we are grateful. You give 
us strength to go on when we are troubled and discouraged. You grant newness of life as we 
share in Christ’s resurrection. We want to pass on the good news through this offering and by 
the way we live each day. Lead us and guide us in your steadfast love, that we might channel 
your gift to all we meet. Amen. 
 
*HYMN  Rejoice, You Pure in Heart page 5 
 

*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION  
 

*ORGAN RESPONSE  
 

*POSTLUDE Fanfare on “Nicaea” (Holy, Holy, Holy) John B. Dykes 
  arr. Nancy Hill Cobb 

 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Susan Holden Liturgist 
Sara Phelps Music Director 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Doug Topliffe Deacon in Charge 
Kathleen Bouchard, Gail Wiegand Deacons 
Jen Batey, Aidan Philips Ushers 
Patricia Bodan Videographer 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
One License with license #A-731944. 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September. 

• Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the 
summer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday 
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officeadmin@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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Our Church Calendar 

June 21—June 27, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time  
 

Tuesday   4:00 pm WOW Team 
 

Thursday   6:00 pm Safety Review Team 
 

Saturday 12:00 pm Frederick Douglas Speech 
  Reading 

“WHAT, TO THE SLAVE, IS YOUR FOURTH 

OF JULY?” Please join us Saturday, June 20 

at 12:00 noon for a 

reading of Frederick 

Douglass’s stirring 

speech entitled, 

“What , to the Slave, 

Is Your Fourth of 

July?” Mr. Douglass 

was invited to speak 

on July 5, 1852 about 

what the Fourth of 

July meant for 

America’s Black population. The first part of 

his speech praises what the founding fathers 

did for this country, but his speech soon 

develops into a condemnation of the attitude 

of American society toward slavery and the 

treatment of America’s Black population. As 

our country celebrates its 250th anniversary, it 

is a fitting time to contemplate Mr. Douglass’s 

message. A light lunch and fellowship will 

follow in the  Vestry. For more info, please 

contact Gail Miller (five0vnine@yahoo.com). 

4TH OF JULY HELP NEEDED: The 
Fellowship Team is asking for donations of 
unfrosted cookies—homemade or store-
bought, packaged two per baggie. Please 
leave cookie-filled baggies in the kitchen 
refrigerator during the week leading up to 
the 4th of July, or bring them to our table on 
the village green after 8:30 am the day of. 
 
We also need help setting up and breaking 
down. Set up on the green is at 8:00 am, take 
down sometime between 11:30 am to 12:30 
pm, depending on festivities and foot traffic. 
 
Volunteers (adults and kids) are needed to 
help apply temporary tattoos, and to hand 
out cookies. Everyone is welcome to come 
sit in the shade, or to drop by to say “Hi!” at 
your leisure, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. BYO 
lightweight lawn chair (but we will have a 
few chairs available to share).  
 
Please text or call Carol Landon with any 
questions—(603) 494-7734. 
 
 
SUPPORT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 

Registration is still 
ongoing for our 2026 
VBS program. 47 
children and teens are 
signed up already! If 

you haven’t signed up your child yet, go to 
ccamherst.org/vbsreg for more information 
and registration details.  
 
You can personally support the VBS 
program by donating supplies from our 
Amazon Wish List, including craft, 
classroom, and snack supplies, decorations 
and more.  The button link to the list can be 
found on the VBS website page 
ccamherst.org/vbsreg. 
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    Birds in the Air ~ Matthew 10:29 
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. (Matthew 10:29) 
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 
  

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 

  

   

Sunday, June 21, 2026 


