The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire

“Laughter and tears are both responses to frustration and exhaustion.
I myself prefer to laugh, since there is less cleaning up to do afterward.”

— Kurt Vonnegut



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

June 14, 2026 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Partita on “Leoni” (The God of Abraham Praise) Meyer Leon
arr. Alfred V. Fedak

INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Please rise in body or spirit.

One:  Like our ancestors long ago,

our journey has brought us here once again.
Many: To this day of Sabbath.

To this hour of worship.

To this place of sanctuary.

One: As Abraham and Sarah welcomed
weary travelers, so God welcomes us.
Many: God greets us with joy
and says, “Rest here for a while.”

One:  God brings out water

to quench our thirsty souls.
Many: God prepares a meal

to nourish our tired spirits.

One:  Solet us receive the gracious hospitality of our God.
Let us rest in this holy place,

Many: where there is shade and water,
joy and laughter,
love and grace.

*HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You page 6
*The congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit.
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Healing and comforting God,

you are always present in our lives,

bringing hope out of despair,

growth out of difficulty, new life out of loss.
Help us to see your unseen hand

in the unfolding of our lives.

May we feel the gentle guidance of your Spirit,
and know the joy you give to us all.

We lift up this prayer in the name of the one who taught us to pray, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM George Oliver Stone
Scriptural Setting
Questions of Commitment

Congregational Response (in unison)

We receive Ollie as a new person in Christ. We offer our guidance, wisdom, and support as he
continues to explore and learn about our world as a child of God. We enfold him in our love
and join with his parents and his family in living the Gospel, by sharing God's love for all
people with our words, deeds, and whole lives. Amen.

Pouring of the Water

The Act of Baptism

Prayer of Blessing

Presentation of Baptism Certificate Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

ANTHEM This is My Father’s World Sandra Eithun
Bell Choir



SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find
favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and
rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and
after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have
said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of
choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good,
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that
he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will
surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at
the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to
be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown
old, and my husband is old, shall I be fruitful?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and
say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the
set time [ will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I
did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him.
Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son
Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old
when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone
who hears will laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah
would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

SERMON “Child of Promise”

*HYMN I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry pages 8-9
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE

INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC On Hallowed Ground Lani Smith



*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All that Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)

Where the broken are, may we bring them healing. Where the lonely are, may we be their
family. Where the hungry are, may we offer them hope. Wherever, and however, we find
your people, O God, may we go to share the gifts you have given to us. In Jesus' name, Amen
*HYMN Go My Children, with My Blessing page 7
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE A Gaelic Blessing John Rutter
Chancel Choir
*POSTLUDE Recessional on “St. Denio” (Immortal, Invisible) Dan R. Edwards

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor
Rev. Charlotte E.Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
Doug Topliffe Deacon in Charge
Sue Ruggiero, Gail Wiegand Deacons
Judi Dunbar, Jeanne Hochstetler Ushers
Tim Wiegand Videographer

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation X>
of the United Church of Christ
DTS ENOROT O CoReT

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:

e  Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September.

e  Our church nursery is available for caregivers to bring children, but it is not staffed during the
summer months. Children must not be left unattended at any time in the nursery.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.

o In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officcadmin@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’'s website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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Our Church Calendar
June 14—June 20, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Fellowship Time
11:30 am Racial Justice Team
6:30 pm Senior Youth Group
Monday 10:00 am WA Workshop
4:30 pm CAV House Tour Group
Tuesday 10:00 am Caregivers Circle
Wednesday 9:00 am Walking Group
Thursday 6:00 pm Safety Review Team

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: This year’s
theme is Hometown Nazareth. Join us for a
Holy Land adventure, as we travel back in
time to learn what life was like when Jesus
was growing up. Registration is ongoing
for this year’s VBS week: August 3-7, 2026.
Visit ccamherst.org/vbsreg for more
information and registration details.

NURSERY NOTE: Caregivers are welcome
to use the nursery during worship services,
but it is not staffed in the summer months,
beginning today June 14. Children must be
accompanied by an adult caregiver at all
times when in the nursery.
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4TH OF JULY HELP NEEDED: The
Fellowship Team is asking for donations of
unfrosted cookies—homemade or store-
bought, packaged two per baggie. Please
leave cookie-filled baggies in the kitchen
refrigerator during the week leading up to
the 4th of July, or bring them to our table on
the village green after 8:30 am the day of.

We also need help setting up and breaking
down. Set up on the green is at 8:00 am, take
down sometime between 11:30 am to 12:30
pm, depending on festivities and foot traffic.

Volunteers (adults and kids) are needed to
help apply temporary tattoos, and to hand
out cookies. Everyone is welcome to come
sit in the shade, or to drop by to say “Hi!” at
your leisure, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. BYO
lightweight lawn chair (but we will have a
few chairs available to share).

Please text or call Carol Landon with any
questions—(603) 494-7734.

ALTAR FLOWERS — The altar flowers are
given in loving memory of Hamilton Stewart
by his wife Liz MacMillan. The Memorial
Service was held here yesterday, June 13.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for June
include canned meats/tuna/chicken, canned
ham, mac and cheese, pasta (all sorts),
Progresso and Chunky soups. Donations
may be left in our SHARE collection
containers found in the narthex, the church
office, and outside the community room.
Donations may also be brought directly to
the SHARE Center in Milford; if you are
unsure where, please call their office at 673-
9898. Many thanks for your continuing
support!



Financial Summary
(as of May 31, 2026)

YTD YTD

Actual Budget Difference
Income $450,425 $442,897 $7,528
Expenses $460,563 $453,541 $7,022
Net Income $(10,138) $(10,644) $ 506

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear
to total correctly.

We hope you are finding this information helpful.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell
(Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd
Whitney, Gail Miller, and Kelly Schmidt

JUNETEENTH
SPECIAL
SPEAKER — On
Saturday, June
20,2026, at 5 pm,
join us at the
Church of Our
Saviour, 10

'S Amberst St,

Milford for the
4th Apnual

Juneteenth Celebration of Freedom. There
will be live music and food, as well as a special
presentation by James T. McKim, former
president of the Manchester NAACP. Mr.
McKim is a leader in raising awareness of the
discrimination that happens in New
Hampshire and in working effortlessly toward
systemic change. Food or cash donations for
Share Outreach will be accepted. Save the
date!

LA

Milford Rotary’s

Yes, you could win $5,000!

100 Holes of Golf ° 10 cash prizes range from $500—$5,000.

® Ticket price is $20, and $10 comes straight back to the

Last chance!

church.

e Drawing Friday, June 19, 2026— you do not need to be
in attendance to win.

® Bonus: each ticket comes with great local coupons,
including Giorgios, Aroma Joes, and more.

Each year this event raises considerable funds that are distributed to local, regional and
international community and non-profit organizations, and are used to provide $30,000 in

scholarships to area students.

Raffle tickets are on sale now, and can be purchased by following this link: https://
golf100holes.com/product/raffle-ticket?ref=59. This link is specific to our church and we will

receive direct credit from all tickets purchased through this link.



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/golf100holes.com/product/raffle-ticket?ref=59__;!!Pi0OxmMDWCk!oXwpsFdxWO8LhlfoqQ6Wdf9oBpJeOuF_eKY4ZWLc0xqciUEwjkrF1__GbAyNt-jn91nzWAGebnyjJYhYcPg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/golf100holes.com/product/raffle-ticket?ref=59__;!!Pi0OxmMDWCk!oXwpsFdxWO8LhlfoqQ6Wdf9oBpJeOuF_eKY4ZWLc0xqciUEwjkrF1__GbAyNt-jn91nzWAGebnyjJYhYcPg$

Sunday, June 14, 2026

CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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Abraham and Sarah Laugh with God




