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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 

June 7, 2026 CHILDREN’S SUNDAY / CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 

PRELUDE Consecrate My Life to Thee, O Lord John B. Dykes 
  arr. Mark Roberts 

INTROIT 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
One:       To all Children of God! 
Many:   Welcome! 
One: To all seeking to pray! 
Many:   Welcome! 
One: To all seeking to sing! 
Many:   Welcome! 
One: To all seeking to serve! 
Many:   Welcome! 
One: To all seeking to celebrate! 
Many:   Welcome! 
One: To all seeking community! 
Many:   Welcome! 
One: To all Children of God! 
All: Welcome! 
 

*HYMN Child of Blessing, Child of Promise (TUNE: Stuttgart)  
 
 Child of blessing, child of promise, 
 Born of love and grace divine. 
 In this worship you are welcomed 
 Guided by the Spirit’s sign. 

 
 

*The congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit. 
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Child of love, our love’s expression, 

Love’s creation, loved indeed! 
Fresh from God, refresh our spirits, 

Into joy and laughter lead. 
 

Child of joy, our deepest treasure, 
God’s you are, from God you came; 

To our God in humble service, 
Live as one who bears Christ’s name. 

 
Child of God, the loving parent, 

Learn to listen for God’s call. 
Grow and laugh and sing and worship, 

Trust and love God more than all. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) The congregation may be seated. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

TEACHER APPRECIATION  Larrisa Riley and Kelly Isaacs 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC I Will Sing Mary Donnelly/arr. George L.O. Strid 
 Jolene Davis, Jordan Emmons, Jada Emmons, Eli Isaacs,  
 Zeke Isaacs, Ivy Elwin, Isaac Pawlowski, Grace Riley 
 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM A Jubilant Celebration Joseph M. Martin 
  Chancel Choir; Sue Werst, flute 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS  Third Grade Bible Recipients 
 

Joshua 1:9 
Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed,  

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 
 

Psalm 107:1 
O give thanks to the lord for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 
Psalm 121:1-2 

I lift up my eyes to the hills--from where will my help come?  
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
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Isaiah 41:13 
For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand;  

it is I who say to you, "Do not fear, I will help you." 
 

Ephesians 4:32 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
 

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES “Life-Long Learners” 
 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
 Confirmand Mentor 
 Owen Davis Dave Haggerstrom 
 Nicholas Riley Steve Boczenowski 
  

QUESTION OF COMMITMENT 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (compiled from the reflections of the confirmands) 
 

We believe in you, O God,  
   Creator of all living things,  
   you are all knowing, loving, and wise,  
   you teach us, guide us, and help us, 
   you listen to us, heal us, and forgive us. 
 

You sent us Jesus, 
   to help us to get to know you, 
   to teach us to be kind and giving people, 
   to empower us to heal and help others, 
   to show us how to create a world where all are equal. 
 

Through your Spirit, 
   you guide us in the right direction, 
   you give us the courage to do hard things, 
   you help us to understand how others feel, 
   you inspire us to be a good neighbor. 
 

Through the church, 
   we find community with others,  
   we come together to worship, pray, and serve, 
   we help people who are in need,  
   we learn how to make the world a better place. 
    
As our Creator, Teacher, and Guide, you promise: 
    to forgive us when we mess up, 
    to teach us to forgive others, even when it’s hard, 
    to show us how to be the good we want to see in the world, 
    to be with us, and love us, always. Amen.  
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LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 
CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT AND WELCOME (unison) 
We welcome you with joy to this family of faith. We promise our friendship and prayers as 
we share the hope and work of the church. We promise to walk with you as we follow Jesus in 
the way of love, learn and grow together in our relationship with God, and serve our 
neighbors near and far, with the power of God’s Spirit guiding our way.  
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION and THANKSGIVING 
 
GREETING AND PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES 
 
*HYMN  Jesus Loves Me, This I Know 
 
  Jesus loves me, this I know, 
  for the Bible tells me so. 
  Little ones to him belong; 
  they are weak, but he is strong. 
  Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
  Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 
  Jesus loves me, this I know, 
  as he loved so long ago, 
  taking children on his knee, 
  saying “Let them come to me.” 
  Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
  Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 
CALL TO THE OFFERING 
 
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS AND PRAYERS 
All are invited to write a prayer or draw a picture on the post-it note included in the bulletin, and then 
bring it forward to post on the front of the pulpit and lectern. Regular prayer cards and weekly 
offerings may be placed in the plates at the front. 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Children’s Song Medley Mark Hayes/Douglas E. Wagner 
 
COMMISSIONING OF OUR YOUTH   Senior High Youth Group Mission Trip 
 
One: Children of God, we send you off 
 with our prayers of love and traveling mercies. 
Many: Love Kindness! 
One: May your time serving the people of Georgia 
 be an eye-opening, faith-deepending, spirit-awakening experience. 
Many: Act Justly! 
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One: May you see Christ in those you meet and in one another, 
 and may your blessings and ours go with you. 
Many: Walk Humbly with God! Amen! 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD and POURING OF THE CUP 
CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at 
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink 
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten, 
egg, and dairy free and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table. 
 
ORGAN MEDITATIONS Le Bouquet, Op. 49 No. 3 Joseph Franck 
  Voluntary John Zundel 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We give thanks, loving God, for feeding us at this table. Send us out into the world as your 
children, full of courage, compassion, and commitment, and eager to be Christ’s church in the 
world. Amen. 
 
*HYMN  This Little Light of Mine 
 
  This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
  This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
  This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
  Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 
 
  Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine!  
  Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine!  
  Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine!  
  Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 
 
  All around the world, We’re gonna let it shine! 
  All around the world, We’re gonna let it shine! 
  All around the world, We’re gonna let it shine! 
  Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries 
Doug Topliffe Deacon in Charge 
Sally Bowkett, Colleen Cushing, Liz MacMillan, John Swanson Deacons 
Sue and Paul Spiess Ushers 
Doug Topliffe Videographer 
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant 

 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
One License with license #A-731944. 

 
*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION  
 
One: We go out into the world as Children of God, 
Many: serving others as Jesus teaches us to do. 
One: We go out into the world as children of god, 
Many: following Jesus in the way of welcome and witness, 
 of justice and joy. 
 
One: We go out into the world as Children of God, 
Many: remembering together and reminding each other 
 we are rooted and grounded in love. 
One: We go out into the world as Children of God, 
Many: loving kidness, acting justly, walking humbly with God! 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Our Refuge and Strength Edward Broughton 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on a break for the summer and will resume in September. 

• Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.    

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship and an ice cream social after the 
worship service.  

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, and available Monday 
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email to officeadmin@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:officeadmin@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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Our Church Calendar 

June 7—June 13, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

 

Today 10:00 am Worship 
 11:15 am Fellowship Time  
  
Monday 10:00 am WA Workshop 
 
Tuesday 10:00 am WA Board 
   7:00 pm Diaconate 
   7:00 pm Communications Team 
 
Wednesday   9:00 am Walking Group 
 
Thursday 10:00 am Congregational Care 
   6:00 pm Safety Review Team 
 
Saturday 11:00 am Memorial Service for 
  Hamilton Stewart 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: This year’s 
theme is Hometown Nazareth.  Join us for a 
Holy Land adventure, as we travel back in 
time to learn what life was like when Jesus 
was growing up.   Registration is ongoing 
for this year’s VBS week: August 3-7, 2026.  
Visit ccamherst.org/vbsreg for more 
information and registration details. 

 
4TH OF JULY HELP NEEDED: The 
Fellowship Team is asking for donations of 
unfrosted cookies—homemade or store-
bought, packaged two per baggie. Please 
leave cookie-filled baggies in the kitchen 
refrigerator during the week leading up to 
the 4th of July, or bring them to our table on 
the village green after 8:30 am the day of. 
 
We also need help setting up and breaking 
down. Set up on the green is at 8:00 am, take 
down sometime between 11:30 am to 12:30 
pm, depending on festivities and foot traffic. 
 
Volunteers (adults and kids) are needed to 
help apply temporary tattoos, and to hand 
out cookies. 
 
Everyone is welcome to come sit in the 
shade, or to drop by to say “Hi!” at your 
leisure, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. BYO 
lightweight lawn chair (but we will have a 
few chairs available to share).  
 
Please text or call Carol Landon with any 
questions—(603) 494-7734. 
 
 
 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for June  
include canned meats/tuna/chicken, canned 
ham, mac and cheese, pasta (all sorts), 
Progresso and Chunky soups.  Donations 
may be left in our SHARE collection 
containers found in the narthex, the church 
office, and outside the community room. 
Donations may also be brought directly to 
the SHARE Center in Milford; if you are 
unsure where, please call their office at 673-
9898. Many thanks for your continuing 
support! 
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• 10 cash prizes range from $500—$5,000.  
Yes, you could win $5,000! 

• Ticket price is $20, and $10 comes straight back to the 
church. 

• Drawing Friday, June 19, 2026— you do not need to be 
in attendance to win. 

• Bonus: each ticket comes with great local coupons, 
including Giorgios, Aroma Joes, and more. 

Each year this event raises considerable funds that are distributed to local, regional and 
international community and non-profit organizations, and are used to provide $30,000 in 
scholarships to area students. 

Raffle tickets are on sale now, and can be purchased by following this link: https://
golf100holes.com/product/raffle-ticket?ref=59.  This link is specific to our church and we will 
receive direct credit from all tickets purchased through this link.   

Milford Rotary’s  

100 Holes of Golf  
 
 
 
 

WHAT A SUCCESS! We are closing the FY27 
Stewardship Campaign with 103 pledges 
received and $372,150 pledged, a record 
year financially. This represents 4 additional 
pledges since the annual meeting on May 
17th and an approximate increase of $16K 
pledged.  
 

The monetary increase is thanks to a 
number of folks increasing their pledge 
significantly, as well as the additional 4 
pledges.   
 
The church still has some financial 
challenges ahead for the new fiscal year,   
but our estimated net income (deficit) has 
gone from a sizeable $29K loss to a more 
manageable $13K loss.  
 
Thanks to all who participated in this 
Stewardship Campaign, your generosity will 
help the church continue all its many 
missions and good work. 
 
FY27 Stewarship Campaign Team — Linda 
Lannin, Lee Bowley, Doug Topliffe 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/golf100holes.com/product/raffle-ticket?ref=59__;!!Pi0OxmMDWCk!oXwpsFdxWO8LhlfoqQ6Wdf9oBpJeOuF_eKY4ZWLc0xqciUEwjkrF1__GbAyNt-jn91nzWAGebnyjJYhYcPg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/golf100holes.com/product/raffle-ticket?ref=59__;!!Pi0OxmMDWCk!oXwpsFdxWO8LhlfoqQ6Wdf9oBpJeOuF_eKY4ZWLc0xqciUEwjkrF1__GbAyNt-jn91nzWAGebnyjJYhYcPg$
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 
  

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 

  

   

Sunday, June 7, 2026 
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