
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty,  
charm and adventure. There is no end to the adventures  

we have if only we seek them with our eyes open.” 
 

― Jawaharial Nehru 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 
 
January 25, 2026 Third Sunday after Epiphany 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Accolade Kathleen Wissinger 
 Bell Choir 
 
INTROIT 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
One: Come, walk the faithful road with God in these moments of worship. 
Many: We find refuge and strength as we gather seeking direction along this faith journey. 
One: Come into the presence of God, who surrounds you with righteousness.  
ALL: God, open our hearts and our spirits that we may faithfully follow you.  
 We will share with all we meet the goodness we have found in you! 
 
*HYMN How Firm a Foundation No. 361 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
God of the open door, we thank you that you receive us as we are and call us to welcome one 
another through your Spirit of holiness. Open wide our hearts and break open your word 
that you may inspire and guide this time together.  As you have been here through the ages, 
be here for us today a solid rock, a safe fortress, and granting us courage to face each day’s 
challenges. Help us to live by faith and to serve with abiding trust. Hear us now, as we pray 
the words that Jesus taught us …  
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Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 
ANTHEM Ain-a That Good News William Dawson 
  Chancel Choir 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 7:24-29 
 

“Everybody who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise builder 
who built a house on bedrock.  The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against 
that house. It didn’t fall because it was firmly set on bedrock.  But everybody who hears these words 
of mine and doesn’t put them into practice will be like a fool who built a house on sand.  The rain 
fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against that house. It fell and was completely 
destroyed.” 

When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were amazed at his teaching because he was 
teaching them like someone with authority and not like their legal experts. 
 
 
SERMON “Living Foundations” 
 
*HYMN We Would Be Building page 11 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew.  Cards will be collected by one of the 
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC The Church’s One Foundation Samuel Wesley/ 
  Todd Kendall 
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
O Lord, our Rock, we stand upon you alone, and upon no other. Build our faith into a house 
made of living stones. Teach us daily that the foundation of life is love for you and all 
humankind, to do justice, share kindness and walk humbly. Receive these gifts out of the 
bounty of our hearts, as we respond with faithful generosity and love. May these gifts become 
blessings for others as they have been a blessing for us. Amen. 
 
*HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation No. 417 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Reformation Fanfare: A Mighty Fortress Martin Luther/ 
  Fenton Groden 
 
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.    

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Sally Hooper Deacon in Charge 
Sue Ruggiero, Doug Topliffe Deacons 
Ken Bell Usher 
Tim Wiegand Videographer 

****************************************************** 
 

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY 
 
Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries  
Sue Werst Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten 
Kelly Isaacs Assistant Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten 
Vicky Leknes Teacher, Grades 1 to 4 
Linda Lannin Assistant Teacher, Grades 1 to 4 
Larissa Riley Teacher, Grades 5 to 7 
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant 

Financial Summary 
(as of December 31, 2025) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $300,783 $283,774 $17,008 
Expenses $269,037 $271,098 $(2,060) 
Net Income $  31,745 $  12,677 $19,069 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell 
(Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd 
Whitney. 

YOUTH CHOIR meets in the vestry after 
worship today.  Come and sing with us.   
 
BEWARE OF FALLING SNOW AND ICE:  During 
the winter months, we want to remind everyone 
that snow and ice may fall from our roof at any 
time.  Please use caution when in our driveway, 
and do not walk too close to the building. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for January 
include toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
deodorants, shampoo and conditioner, bar soap, 
feminine hygiene products, diapers, and wipes. 
Donations may be left in our SHARE collection 
containers found in the narthex, the church 
office, and outside the community room. 
Donations may also be brought directly to the 
SHARE Center in Milford; if you are unsure 
where, please call their office at 673-9898. Many 
thanks for your continuing support! 
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Our Church Calendar 

January 25—31, 2026 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list of 

recurring meetings with their links can be found  in 
the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship  
 11:30 a.m. Youth Choir 
 11:30 a.m. Junior Youth Group 
   6:30 p.m. Senior Youth Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop 
 
Tuesday   4:00 p.m. WOW Team 
   7:00 p.m. World Service Team 
 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
   7:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation 
 
Thursday   6:00 p.m. Safety Review Team 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

DID YOU KNOW: There is still one more 
opportunity to celebrate the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. on Sunday, January 
25th, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. at Cathedral of the 
Pines in Rindge, NH. Andre de Quadros, a 
music professor at Boston University who 
studies the intersection of music and culture, 
will share a keynote speech titled, “Beloved 
Community in the Making: Performance, 
Radical Hope, and Repair.” De Quadros brings 
experience from working in 40 countries in all 
different settings – from ensembles to prisons 
to working with refugees. Submitted by The 
CCA Racial Justice Team 
 
I HAVE ALREADY GIVEN cards indicating that 
you give monthly or on-line are available for 
placing in the collection plate during the 
offering.  These cards are available each week 
in baskets outside the center sanctuary doors.  
We hope that they will provide you with a 
meaningful way of taking part in the service 
offering and a comfortable reminder and 
symbol of your generous act of giving.  

PRELIMINARY BUDGET MEETING 
Sunday, February 8 after worship 

 
The Budget and Finance Team invites all church members to 

an informational meeting where we will: 
• Provide an update on the church’s current financial 

status. 
• Present a preliminary budget overview for the next fiscal 

year (FY27). 
• Consider options for a mini capital campaign to address a 

handful of building projects. 
• Hear updates on the ongoing bylaw review. 
• Hear updates from the ad hoc safety team. 
 
A Zoom link and password will be emailed to all members for those who wish 

to join remotely.  Childcare will be available during the meeting. 
This meeting is for informational purposes only; no votes will be taken. We 

encourage all members to attend and stay informed about our church’s finances. 
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CCA’s Annual 

 

 
Saturday, February 7 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

The Fellowship Team is again hosting our annual game night. 
All ages, friends and family are welcome.   

 
We will have Bingo, playing cards, board games,  

trivia challenge, and foosball.   
We also encourage you to bring your own favorite game  

to share with others.  
 

Pizza and beverages will be provided,  
and it is potluck style for salads/sides/desserts. 

A-M please bring salad/side          N-Z please bring dessert 
 

A voluntary donation is welcome:  $5 for individuals/$10 for families.  
 

RSVP to let us know how many folks you are bringing,  
and if you are bringing a salad/side or dessert.   

Contact Meredith Dart at m_getler@hotmail.com 

mailto:m_getler@hotmail.com?subject=Game%20Night
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The Wise and Foolish Builders 
 

Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  (Matthew 7:24) 
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 
  

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 
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Sunday, January 25, 2026 


