The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire
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"True spiritual encounter changes your politics, your attitude toward money,
your use of time, your relationship toward foreigners and the weak,
your attitude toward war and nationalism.
You are a citizen of the Big Kingdom now.
Be prepared to have a very different lifestyle afterwardes.
Ifyou are not ready to change, don’t seek out God."

—Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

January 11, 2026 First Sunday after Epiphany 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Siciliana on “The Call” Ralph Vaughan Williams/
Douglas E. Wagner

INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Please rise in body or spirit.

One: Jesus walks alongside us and calls us by name.

Many: Saying, “Follow me.”

One: A simple call. A hard call.

Many: Because following requires leaving something behind.

One: And we look around because surely Jesus is not speaking to us.
Many: And we look around at the familiar things of the life we know.
One: It’s hard to leave the comfort of safe harbors.

Many: Butwe have come this far,

One: to this place, to this time,

Many: to listen, to learn, to pray, to follow!

*HYMN God, You Spin the Whirling Planets No. 285



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Holy One,

You shine your light through us,

promising to brighten what is shadowed and broken.
You are a calling God,

who invites us into unfamiliar and unexpected spaces.
Give us the courage to respond,

as we light the way before us so that others may follow.
We pray in the name of the one who embodied your call,
and who taught us to pray in this way:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

ANTHEM Be Thou My Vision Alice Parker
Chancel Choir

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 4:17-25

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I
will make you fishers of people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their
father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their
father and followed him.

Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. So his fame spread
throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with various
diseases and pains, people possessed by demons or having epilepsy or afflicted with paralysis, and
he cured them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and
from beyond the Jordan.

SERMON “Leaving the Sea”
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*HYMN Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult page 11

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by one of the
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.

CHORAL RESPONSE
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY MUSIC Healer of Our Every 11l Franklin D. Ashdown

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Great Giving God, you call us to leave behind what holds us back and to follow your light into
something new. Sometimes we find your call challenging. We are comfortable where we are.
May this act of giving be a gesture of our trust and our willingness to follow wherever you
lead. Amen.

*HYMN Called as Partners in Christ’s Service No. 343
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Another Year is Dawning Samuel S. Wesley/
Mary McDonald

(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation

of the United Church of Christ
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God'’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7.
e  Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service. Coffee
and beverages are offered.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All


mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott

Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell

Sara L. Phelps

Michael Havay

Sally Hooper

Liz MacMillan, Gail Wiegand
Heather MacDonald, Anita Swanson
Andrea Cyr

Ministers to the World
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Music
Organist/Accompanist
Deacon in Charge
Deacons

Ushers

Videographer
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LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY

Larissa Riley

Deb Boczenowski

Kelly Isaacs

Matt Emmons and Vicky Leknes
Larissa Riley

Gretchen Davis

Director of Youth Ministries

Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten
Assistant Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten
Teachers, Grades 1 to 4

Teacher, Grades 5 to 7

Nursery Attendant

YOUTH CHOIR meets in the vestry after
worship today. Come and sing with us.

WA FAIR CRITIQUE AND STONE SOUP
LUNCHEON: All friends of the Woman'’s
Association who worked on the 2025 Holiday
Fair are welcome to attend the Fair Critique
and Stone Soup Luncheon on Monday, January
12 in the vestry. An in-depth discussion about
the Fair will begin at 10:30 a.m., followed by a
lunch of soup, bread and dessert. Please
contact Carol St. Jean at clstjean27 @gmail.com
for further details.

BEWARE OF FALLING SNOW AND ICE:
During the winter months, we want to remind
everyone that snow and ice may fall from our
roof at any time. Please use caution when in
our driveway, and do not walk too close to the
building.

Financial Summary
(as of November 30, 2025)

YTD YTD

Actual Budget Difference
Income $257,403 $242,930 $14,773
Expenses $226,655 $231,644 $(4,989)
Net Income $ 30,474 $ 11,285 $19,462

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear
to total correctly.

We hope you are finding this information helpful.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell
(Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd
Whitney.
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DID YOU KNOW: The Abenaki People
traditionally celebrate their New Year with a
Midwinter Ceremony, sometimes called the
Forgiveness = Ceremony, marking new
beginnings. This celebration is held on the
first new moon after the winter solstice,
signaling the turning point of the year, usually
in late December or early January. The focus is
on nature, ancestors, and releasing the past
year’s struggles. One ritual during this
celebration involves dropping wood scraps
into a fire, reflecting on the past year’s
challenges. It is a time for forgiveness,
purification, and embracing new life and the
coming spring! CCA Racial Justice Team

THANK YOU! The World Service team would
like to extend much gratitude and thanks for
all that this congregation provided for the
Christmas Gift Drive this year. Both Family
Promise in Nashua and Crestwood Nursing
Home in Milford were overjoyed with the
generosity of the donations of gifts and
thoughtfulness our congregation bestowed
this holiday season! It's heartwarming to
witness what many people together can do to
change a family or individual in need to make
their holiday a little brighter!

DONATED ALTAR FLOWERS are always
welcome: Flowers can be given to remember
a loved one or to celebrate a special occasion.
The donor arranges with a local florist to have
their chosen flowers delivered, or can create
their own arrangement and deliver it on
Saturday. After the service they may take the
flowers home or donate them to someone in
need of some cheer. There are many openings
in the coming months. Contact Sue Stout, or
Andrea in the church office to schedule a
Sunday.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for January
include toothbrushes and toothpaste,
deodorants, shampoo and conditioner, bar soap,
feminine hygiene products, diapers, and wipes.
Donations may be left in our SHARE collection
containers found in the narthex, the church
office, and outside the community room.
Donations may also be brought directly to the
SHARE Center in Milford; if you are unsure
where, please call their office at 673-9898.
Many thanks for your continuing support!

Our Church Calendar
January 11—17, 2026

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list of
recurring meetings with their links can be found in
the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am. Worship
11:15a.m. Fellowship
11:30 am. Youth Choir
11:30 a.m. Racial Justice Team
6:30 p.m. Senior Youth Group
Monday 10:30 a.m. WA Fair Critique &
Stone Soup Luncheon
Tuesday 10:00 am. WA Board
7:00 p.m. Communications
Team
7:00 p.m. Diaconate
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. Budget & Finance
Team
7:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation
Thursday 10:00 a.m. Congregational Care
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir



CCA’s Annual

Family Game Night and Potluck Supper

Saturday, February 7 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

The Fellowship Team is again hosting our annual game night.
All ages, friends and family are welcome.

We will have Bingo, playing cards, board games,
trivia challenge, and foosball.
We also encourage you to bring your own favorite game
to share with others.

Pizza and beverages will be provided,
and it is potluck style for salads/sides/desserts.
A-M please bring salad/side N-Z please bring dessert

A voluntary donation is welcome: $5 for individuals/$10 for families.
RSVP to let us know how many folks you are bringing,

and if you are bringing a salad/side or dessert.
Contact Meredith Dart at m_getler@hotmail.com
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Jesus said, "Follow Me




CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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Sunday, January 11, 2026
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