The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire

"Kindness is like snow. It beautifies everything it covers.”

—Kahlil Gibran



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

December 28,2025 First Sunday after Christmas 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Richard S. Willis/
Anna Laura Page

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Please rise in body or spirit.

One: Beloved, we have waited, watched, and witnessed the coming of the Christ child. As we
gather today on the other side of Christmas, we might be tempted to ask, “What now?”

Many: We continue to wait and watch for the day that all the earth awaits.

One: In this season of Christmas, we remember that though Christ has come among us, the good
news of freedom for captives, flourishing for the poor, and power returned to the
disempowered does not reign in places.

Many: We continue to wait and watch for the day that all the earth awaits.

One: With Mary and Joseph, we listen for God to show us how to protect and advocate for the
vulnerable among us.

Many: We continue to wait and watch for the day that all the earth awaits.

One: As we gather to worship today, may God bind us together in love, empowering us to live as
followers of the Christ child who declare good news wherever we go.

ALL: We gather today as people who wait, watch, and work for the day that all the earth
awaits.

*HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing No. 31



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Holy Love, You make us a community. You gather us as your offspring and knit us together
with grace and mercy. In your presence, there is fullness of love, joy, hope, and peace. Thank
you for being among us this day and with us in every moment of our being. Receive our
praise, dwell in our midst, and create in us a heart that yearns for you and your kindom.
Hear us now, as we pray in the words that Jesus taught us...

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*SONG OF PRAISE Gloria
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES
SPECIAL MUSIC Shellie and Rebecca Brook

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 2:13-23

When the magi had departed, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Get up. Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will
soon search for the child in order to kill him.” Joseph got up and, during the night, took the child
and his mother to Egypt. He stayed there until Herod died. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken
through the prophet: I have called my son out of Egypt.

When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, he grew very angry. He sent soldiers to do away
with all the children in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding territory who were two years old and
younger, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. This fulfilled the word spoken
through Jeremiah the prophet:

A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and much grieving.
Rachel weeping for her children,
and she did not want to be comforted,
because they were no more.

Continued on page 4



After King Herod died, an angel from the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. “Get up,”
the angel said, “and take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel. Those who were
trying to kill the child are dead.” Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land
of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus ruled over Judea in place of his father Herod, Joseph
was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he went to the area of Galilee. He settled in a
city called Nazareth so that what was spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled: He will be
called a Nazarene.

SERMON “Hope and Promise”
*HYMN Love Came Down at Christmas page 10

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by one of the
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.

ORGAN RESPONSE
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC The Holy Boy John Ireland/
Geoffrey Edwards

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Steadfast God of refuge and promise, even when the world makes no room, even when fear
seems stronger than hope, you are with us. In the flight to Egypt, in the cries of grief, in the
fragile beginnings of new life, you make a way. Receive these gifts, O God, as signs of our
willingness to make room for your kingdom among us. Use what we bring - not just our
treasure, but our time, our voices, our compassion - to heal what is broken, to protect the
vulnerable, and to embody your saving love. In the name of Jeus, our Light in the shadows.
Amen.

*HYMN Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult page 11
verses 1,2,4 &5 only

*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD



*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION (unison)
“The Work of Christmas”

When the song of the Angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins;

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among others,

To make music in the heart. Amen.

*POSTLUDE 0 Come Rejoicing

(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

Howard Thurman

Dan Forrest/
Douglas E. Wagner

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is on break this week and will resume next Sunday, January 4.

e Our church nursery is open, but not staffed today. It is available when parents with young
children feel the need for a quiet, safe space to go to during worship. A monitor is available to
watch and listen to the service.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service. Coffee
and beverages are offered.

e Inthe event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’'s website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church

Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell
Michael Havay

Sally Bowkett

Liz MacMillan, John Swanson
Reid Cunningham

Doug Topliffe

Ministers to the World
Associate Pastor
Organist/Accompanist
Deacon in Charge
Deacons

Liturgist
Videographer

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott
Sara L. Phelps

Larissa Riley

Melissa Lewis

Senior Pastor

Director of Music

Director of Youth Ministries
Nursery Attendant

THE WREATHS ON THE FRONT OF OUR
CHURCH and the many seasonal decorations
have been provided by the Jackson Fund,
established many years ago by Robert Jackson
to honor his mother’s tradition of providing
Christmas wreaths for our church. Elizabeth
Darling Jackson began this family’s tradition of
providing the wreaths on the advice of her
mother, Louella Darling.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for December
include toothbrushes and toothpaste,
deodorants, shampoo and conditioner, bar soap,
feminine hygiene products, diapers, and wipes.
Donations may be left in our SHARE collection
containers found in the narthex, the church
office, and outside the community room.
Donations may also be brought directly to the
SHARE Center in Milford; if you are unsure
where, please call their office at 673-9898.
Many thanks for your continuing support!

THE CHRISTMAS FUND for the Veterans of
the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a
unique special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ that allows us to recognize
and honor those who serve our beloved
church. One of the special aspects of the
Christmas Fund is that the funds do not
support programs, make grants to
institutions, or fund advocacy programs, but
rather, they provide direct financial
assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay
employees. Thank you for your generosity
and support.

BEWARE OF FALLING SNOW AND ICE:
During the winter months, we want to
remind everyone that snow and ice may fall
from our roof at any time. Please use caution
when in our driveway, and do not walk too
close to the building.




CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...



Escape to Egypt




Sunday, December 28, 2025
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