The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire

“The Christian life is not about pleasing God the finger-shaker and judge.
It is not about believing now or being good now for the sake of heaven later.
It is about entering a relationship in the present that begins to change everything now.
Spirituality is about this process: the opening of the heart to the God who is already here.”

— Marcus J. Borg



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

December 7,2025 Second Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine Mark Hayes/
Douglas E. Wagner

INTROIT

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (unison)
The congregation may remain seated.

One: We light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas,

in anticipation of the inbreaking of God’s love and light in Jesus.
Many: The first candle reflects the hope we feel as we wait for that light.
One: Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of Peace.

(The first and second candles of Advent are lit.)

One: This candle reminds us that Jesus came into the world as the Prince of Peace.
Many: This candle reminds us of our dreams for peace,
in our nations, neighborhoods, and families.
One: This candle reminds us that to have peace in the world,
we must have peace in our hearts.
Many: This candle reminds us that when we offer each other the sign of peace,
we offer the presence of Christ.
All: Let us worship our God of peace together!



*HYMN O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? No. 11
Please rise in body or spirit.

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Holy One, during this season of Advent

you invite us to dream of a world rooted in peace.

This is the season where we anticipate

the coming of Emmanuel, God with Us.

We do this knowing that you are already with us, always.
We need only invite you into our hearts

to experience the peace that we seek.

Be present with us, now, O God of Advent,

as we pray the words Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*SONG OF PRAISE Gloria
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

ANTHEM Light in the Heart of Winter Lloyd Larson
Chancel Choir

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to divorce her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

Continued on page 4



“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations with her until she had given
birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

SERMON “Dream Big”
*HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus No. 2

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by one of the
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.

CHORAL RESPONSE
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY MUSIC As Joseph Was A-Walking Robert ]. Powell

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Peaceful and ever-present God, your wondrous deeds cause hope and joy to abound. Open
our spirits to receive your gracious gifts as we bring our offerings to share with you, so peace
may flourish within and among us. May our gifts bring your Good News to our world. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION

We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament.
Children may participate at the discretion of their parents.

INVITATION AND CALL TO COMMUNION
One: In this season of Advent, we gather at God’s table,
where divine light breaks through our human understanding.
Many: At this table, we are invited to participate in God’s transforming love.

Continued on page 5



One: Here, we remember that Jesus revealed God'’s love to the world —
a love that is inclusive, expansive, and justice-seeking.
Many: We come to this table not only to be nourished, but to be transformed.

One: So come now to this table that has been prepared for you.
Come not because you must, but because you may.
Many: For here, all are welcome to share in God’s love and bounty!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION and CONSECRATING PRAYER

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten,
egg, and dairy free and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table.

ORGAN MEDITATION Comunidn Angel Pérez

Cantabile Sacra 84 Paul F. Page
"Watch and pray therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming”

COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)
We give thanks, loving God, for this communal meal that links us to all who have called upon

your name. May your wisdom grow within us. May your word inspire us. May the
nourishment of this bread and cup strengthen us for the journey, as you send us out into the

world as people of courage, compassion, and commitment. Amen.

*HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory No. 22
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE People, Look East James Mansfield

(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7.
e Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service. Coffee
and beverages are offered.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All


mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott
Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell
Sara L. Phelps

Michael Havay

Sally Bowkett

Kathleen Bouchard, Colleen Cushing, John Swanson, Doug Topliffe
Joan and Stephen Egbertson, and Adam Massicotte

Paul Schellenberg

Ministers to the World
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Music
Organist/Accompanist
Deacon in Charge
Deacons

Advent Candle Lighters
Videographer

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY

Larissa Riley
Gretchen Davis
Deb Boczenowski
Matt Emmons
Vicky Leknes
Larissa Riley
Melissa Lewis

Director of Youth Ministries

Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten
Assistant Teacher, Preschool /Kindergarten
Teacher, Grades 1 to 4

Assistant Teacher, Grades 1 to 4

Teacher, Grades 5 to 7

Nursery Attendant

THE CHRISTMAS FUND for the Veterans of the
Cross and the Emergency Fund is a unique
special mission offering of the United Church of
Christ that allows us to recognize and honor
those who serve our beloved church. One of the
special aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the
funds do not support programs, make grants to
institutions, or fund advocacy programs, but
rather, they provide direct financial assistance to
individual UCC clergy and lay employees. Thank
you for your generosity and support.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for December
include toothbrushes and toothpaste,
deodorants, shampoo and conditioner, bar soap,
feminine hygiene products, diapers, and wipes.
Donations may be left in our SHARE collection
containers found in the narthex, the church
office, and outside the community room.
Donations may also be brought directly to the
SHARE Center in Milford; if you are unsure
where, please call their office at 673-9898. Many
thanks for your continuing support! 7

YOUTH CHOIR: We are rehearsing in the sanc-
tuary today. The Youth Choir kids will come
directly to the sanctuary for a brief practice
BEFORE snack.

Financial Summary
(as of October 31, 2025)

YTD YTD
Actual Budget Difference
Income $213,614 $215,635 $(2,022)
Expenses $192,295 $195,492 $(3,196)
Net Income $ 21318 $ 20,144 $1,174
Numbers have been rounded to the nearest

whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear
to total correctly.

We hope you are finding this information helpful.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell
(Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd
Whitney.




Advent Vegpers Service
December 10 7:00 p.m.

In the busy weeks that lead up to
Christmas we can sometimes lose sight of “the
reason for the season” of Advent. Advent is
meant to be a peaceful time of anticipation
and preparation, a time of joy and hope.
Advent is also a time for those who aren’t
feeling joyous to find a space for their
uncertainty, apprehension, and grief. Advent
gives us permission to honor the part of
ourselves that is longing to slow down, to
take a breath, to be instead of do. It also
provides us an opportunity to find comfort in
the darkness.

Join us for a time of quiet prayer,
reflective readings, candle lighting, and
meditative music. Come experience Advent
and take a break from the busyness of
Christmas. Come as you are and just be.

DID YOU KNOW: For enslaved people in
places such as North Carolina, Jonkonnu, a
festival with Caribbean and West African
roots, provided a way to celebrate Christmas
while preserving African culture. Celebrants
would wear elaborate hand-made costumes
and participate in parades and processions.
The festival was alive with music from
percussion instruments like drums, and
rhythmic dancing that reflected African
traditions. This festival provided a brief
respite for some from the harsh reality of the
life enslaved people endured.
Submitted by the CCA Racial Justice Team.

CHRISTMAS GIFT DRIVE REMINDER: The
Christmas season is here and the World
Service Team is partnering with two
organizations to help ensure that all in our
community experience the joy of the holidays.
The Sign Up Genius link is now live and can be
found on the Christmas Gift Drive page on our
church website.
Important dates:
¢ Nov. 16-Dec 7 sign up for gifts.
¢ Dec. 14 deadline to drop off gifts at
church.
Thank you for your generosity!

Our Church Calendar
December 7—13, 2025

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 a.m. Worship
11:15a.m. Fellowship
11:30 am. Youth Choir
11:30 a.m. Racial Justice Team
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Christmas
Luncheon
Tuesday 10:00 am. WA Board
7:00 p.m. Communications
7:00 p.m. Diaconate
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Advent Vespers
Service
Thursday 10:00 am. Congregational Care
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir



The Symbolism of Our Chrismon Tree

The Chrismon tree is a cherished tradition in many Christian churches, decorated with white
and gold symbols that represent the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Originating in the mid-20th
century, the Chrismon tree uses these ornaments—known as Chrismons—to proclaim the story of
God’s plan for salvation and to invite reflection on the Christian faith.

All Chrismons are crafted in white and gold, symbolizing the purity, perfection, majesty, and
glory of the Son of God. Pearls represent the Word of God, while the tiny white lights adorning the
tree signify Christ as the light of the world.

Key Symbols and Their Meanings

The Cross Represents our Lord’s redeeming work for the salvation of
humankind. Different forms of the cross highlight various aspects of
Jesus’ work.

Stars

¢ Five-pointed: The Epiphany

¢ Seven-pointed: The Gifts of the Spirit
¢ Eight-pointed: Holy Baptism

The Circle Symbolizes eternity, the eternal love of God, and eternal life in
God’s kingdom.

Daisy Represents the innocence of the Christ Child.

The Fish (IXOYC) An ancient Christian symbol. The Greek word for fish, “IXOYC,” is an acronym for
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.”

Greek Cross All arms are of equal length. This balanced form was widely used by early Greek
Christians.

Rose Symbolizes the Nativity of Jesus, His human birth, and His mother, Mary.
Iota Chi (IX) The first two letters of the Greek name for Jesus.
The Triangle Represents the Triune God.

Shepherd’s Crook with Alpha and Omega The Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the
Greek alphabet, refer to the eternity of Christ. The shepherd’s staff symbolizes Jesus as the Good
Shepherd, and the cross is also depicted.

The Butterfly A symbol of resurrection and new life in Christ.

Latin Cross with Alpha and Omega The Latin Cross is the most widely used form in the church.
Early Christians often combined the Alpha and Omega with the cross to declare Jesus’ divinity.

Crown Represents Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords.

Together, these symbols on the Chrismon tree invite us to reflect on the story of Jesus and the
hope, love, and promise at the heart of the Christian faith.

9



CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...

10






FAMILY

s

CONCERT

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 14, 2025
4:00 PM

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Sacred and Popular Christmas Songs
Choral and Instrumental Classics
S8ing-A-Long Holiday Favorites

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
11 CHURCH ST, AMHERST NH

SARA PHELPS, Music Director
CHANCEL CHOIR

HANDBELL CHOIR

YOUTH CHOIR

MICHAEL HAVAY, Piano/Organ
SUE WERST, Flute



