The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire

“The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon the likes of which we
have never seen before... What is possible is to not see it, to miss it, to turn just as it
brushes past you. And you begin to grasp what it was you missed, like Moses in the

cleft of the rock, watching God'’s [back] fade in the distance. So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry.
Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder. There will be time enough for running. For rushing.
For worrying. For pushing. For now, stay. Wait. Something is on the horizon.”

— Jan L. Richardson



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

November 30, 2025 First Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Pastorale on Advent Themes Randolph Currie

INTROIT

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
The congregation may remain seated.

One: We light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas

in anticipation of the inbreaking of God’s love and light in Jesus.
Many: Christis coming. Christ is always coming,

always entering our lives and our hearts.

(The first candle of Advent is lit.)

One: Today we light the first candle of Advent, the candle of Hope.

Many: We light this candle in hope that God’s light will show us the way.

One: We light this candle in hope that God’s peace will calm our fears.

Many: We light this candle in hope that God’s joy will lift us out of despair.

One: We light this candle in hope that God’s love will fill our hearts.

All: We light this candle in hope that God’s light will shine through us -
as we carry love, peace, and joy into our world.

*HYMN Comfort, Comfort You My People
Please rise in body or spirit.
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UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Holy One, during this season of Advent

you will shake the heavens and the earth,

you will cry out in the wilderness,

you will leap in the womb in anticipation,

you will sing songs of liberation and hope.

Today we invite you to turn our world upside down.

To shake us out of our comfort and complacency.

To inspire us to tear down the barriers that separate us.
God of Advent, today we wait with hope.

Be present with us, as we pray the words Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*SONG OF PRAISE Gloria
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

ANTHEM E’en So, Lord Jesus Quickly Come Paul Manz
Chancel Choir

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.

Speak compassionately to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her

that her compulsory service has ended,
that her penalty has been paid,

that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins!

continued page 4



A voice is crying out:
“Clear the Lord’s way in the desert!

Make a level highway in the wilderness for our God!
Every valley will be raised up,

and every mountain and hill will be flattened.
Uneven ground will become level,

and rough terrain a valley plain.
The Lord'’s glory will appear,

and all humanity will see it together;

the Lord’s mouth has commanded it.”

A voice was saying: “Call out!”
And another said, “What should I call out?”
All flesh is grass;
all its loyalty is like the flowers of the field.
The grass dries up and the flower withers
when the Lord’s breath blows on it.
Surely the people are grass.
The grass dries up; the flower withers,
but our God’s word will exist forever.
Go up on a high mountain, messenger Zion!
Raise your voice and shout, messenger Jerusalem!
Raise it; don’t be afraid;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
Here is the Lord God, coming with strength,
with a triumphant arm,
bringing his reward with him
and his payment before him.
Like a shepherd, God will tend the flock;
he will gather lambs in his arms
and lift them onto his lap.
He will gently guide the nursing ewes.

SERMON “Signs of Hope”

*HYMN 0 Come, O Come Emmanuel insert
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER

If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by one of the

pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.

CHORAL RESPONSE



INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC The King Shall Come Richard Farrant/
Edward Broughton

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Great God of wonderful surprises: we enter this season of preparation for your Son’s coming,
looking not for just a memory of past events, but anticipating a return. We strive to get our
lives in order and bring our tithes and offerings to you, we pray that our giving continues to
point to the Christ who comes in love and compassion. May our giving in this season reflect
our hope for the promised kin-dom to reign in our world. We pray in the name of the one
who will come. Amen.

*HYMN We Hail You God’s Anointed insert
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Franklin Ritter

(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7.
e Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service. Coffee
and beverages are offered.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at
www.ccambherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All


mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor
Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
John Swanson Deacon in Charge
Sally Hooper, Gail Wiegand Deacons
Shellie and Rebecca Brook and family Advent Candle Lighters
Ken Bell, Tim Wiegand Ushers
Patricia Bodan Videographer
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LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY

Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries
Sheryl Gottwald, Sue Werst Teachers, Preschool/Kindergarten
Matt Emmons, Vicky Leknes Teachers, Grades 1 to 4
Larissa Riley Teacher, Grades 5 to 7
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant
CHRISTMAS GIFT DRIVE: The Christmas Financial Summary
season is just around the corner and the World (as of October 31, 2025)
Service Team is partnering with two
organizations to help ensure that all in our YTD YTD
community experience the joy of the holidays. Actual Budget Difference
The Sign Up Genius link is now live and can be Income $213,614 $215635 $(2,022)
found on the Christmas Gift Drive page on our Expenses $192,295 $195,492  $(3,196)
church website. Net Income $ 21318 $ 20,144 $1,174
Important dates:
¢ Nov. 16-Dec 7 sign up for gifts. Numbers have been rounded to the nearest
¢ Sundays, Nov. 16, 23 & 30 World Service whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear
Team members will be available to assist to total correctly.
signups after in-person worship. We hope you are finding this information helpful.
¢ Dec. 14 deadline to drop off gifts at If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
church. reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell
Thank you for your generosity! (Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd
Whitney.




Advent Vegpers Service
December 10 7:00 p.m.

In the busy weeks that lead up to
Christmas we can sometimes lose sight of “the
reason for the season” of Advent. Advent is
meant to be a peaceful time of anticipation
and preparation, a time of joy and hope.
Advent is also a time for those who aren’t
feeling joyous to find a space for their
uncertainty, apprehension, and grief. Advent
gives us permission to honor the part of
ourselves that is longing to slow down, to
take a breath, to be instead of do. It also
provides us an opportunity to find comfort in
the darkness.

Join us for a time of quiet prayer,
reflective readings, candle lighting, and
meditative music. Come experience Advent
and take a break from the busyness of
Christmas. Come as you are and just be.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for
December include toothbrushes and
toothpaste, deodorants, shampoo and
conditioner, bar soap, feminine hygiene
products, diapers, and wipes. Donations may
be left in our SHARE collection containers
found in the narthex, the church office, and
outside the community room. Donations may
also be brought directly to the SHARE Center
in Milford; if you are unsure where, please
call their office at 673-9898. Many thanks for
your continuing support!

DID YOU KNOW: Eagle feathers hold deep
spiritual and cultural meaning in Native
American tradition. Since Wangbli or eagles
are viewed as the highest-flying bird, their
feathers stand as messengers to the Creator.
Eagle feathers are also one of the highest
honors an individual can accept, often received
after acts of bravery or significant community
service. Eagles are revered as sacred animals
and their feathers symbolize qualities of
wisdom, power, strength, honesty and
freedom. If an individual receives a feather,
they are expected to care for it and display it
openly as a reminder of the honor and the
responsibility that the honor entails.

Submitted by The CCA Racial Justice Team.

Our Church Calendar
November 30—December 6, 2025

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list
of recurring meetings with their links can be found
in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 a.m. Worship
11:15a.m. Fellowship
11:30 am. Youth Choir
11:30 am. Christian Ed
Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Church Council
6:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation
Class
7:00 p.m. Trustees of the
Facility
Wednesday 10:00 am. Adult Confirmation
6:00 p.m. Bereavement Group
7:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation
Thursday 6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir
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CONCERT

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 14, 2025
4:00 PM

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Sacred and Popular Christmas Songs
Choral and Instrumental Classics
Sing-A-Long Holiday Favorites

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
11 CHURCH ST, AMHERST NH

SARA PHELPS, Music Director
CHANCEL CHOIR

HANDBELL CHOIR

YOUTH CHOIR

MICHAEL HAVAY, Piano/Organ
SUE WERST, Flute



Breakfast With Santa
Saturday, December 6, 2025

"Breakfast with Santa” is a special annual event sponsored by our church
community and open to the general public. This year's event will take place on
Saturday, December 6 and will include two sittings: 9:00—10:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. —
12:00 noon. A hot breakfast with a variety of options will be served, there will be
organized games and crafts, and of course the opportunity to visit with Santa
himself. Remember to bring your phone or camera and take your own photos of your
children with Santa. Santa’s Bookshop is open and each child gets to choose a
recycled book.

We hope many church families will participate - this is a great event for
grandparents to bring their grandchildren. The money raised goes back into our
church. To register please visit https://www.ccamherst.org/bws/

BWS registration starts November 15t and goes through December 3. Cost is $12.00
for adults, $10.00 for children under 14, and children 12-months & younger are free. We
usually sell out way before the event so register early! We will also be looking for
donations of casseroles and other breakfast food from church members. Stay tuned
for those details.

Questions?
Contact Marti Warren:
martiwarren@comcast.net
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Advent




Sunday, November 30, 2025

CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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