The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Amherst, New Hampshire

“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.
It turns what we have into enough, and more.
It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity.
It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home,
a stranger into a friend.

—Melody Beattie



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

November 23,2025 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

Thanksgiving Sunday

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE For the Beauty of the Earth arr. Bill Ingram
Bell Choir

INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Please rise in body or spirit.

One: For the beauty of Creation, we say,

Many: Thankyou!

One: For trees and seas filled with life, we say,

Many: Thankyou!

One: For fields filled with fruits and grains, we say,
Many: Thank you!

One: For tables welcoming to all, we say,

Many: Thank you!

One: For the love of family and friends, we say,

Many: Thank you!

One: For this house of God filled with our voices, we say,
Many: Thank you!

All: We come together in thanksgiving and praise!

*HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

No. 551



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
The congregation may be seated.

Generous God, this is a new day filled with fresh possibilities.

We gather in gratitude for the life you have given us.

We gather in gratitude for the love that flows through us.

You come to us in unexpected ways, in everyday events, in ordinary people.

We are grateful for these opportunities to meet you in our world.

We are grateful whenever you open our eyes to your abundance all around us.
Hear now, our prayer of thanksgiving, lifted up in the words that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

ANTHEM Harvest Hymn Henry Alvord/
Chancel Choir arr. Mary McDonald

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 4:4-9

Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I say, rejoice! Let your gentleness show in your treatment of
all people. The Lord is near. Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to
God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. Then the peace of God that exceeds all
understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus
your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is honorable, all that is just, all that is pure, all
that is pleasing, and all that is worthy of praise. Practice these things: whatever you learned,
received, heard, or saw in us. The God of peace will be with you.

SERMON “Giving Thanks”
*HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation page 11
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER

If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew. Cards will be collected by one of the
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns.



CHORAL RESPONSE
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC We Gather Together Edward Kremser/
Robert Lau

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

In gratitude, we offer a portion of what you have given to us, Gracious God. We do so trusting
that you will take these gifts, multiplying them in your abundance, so others might be fed,
clothed, welcomed, and cared for in your name. Make us conduits of your love, your peace,
your hope, and your thanksgiving. Amen.

*HYMN Give Thanks, O Christian People No. 552
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL RESPONSE

*POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune on “Ash Grove” Michael Helman

(*Please rise in body or spirit.)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from One License with license #A-731944.




THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation

of the United Church of Christ
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God'’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7.
e  Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service. Coffee
and beverages are offered.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All


mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor
Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell Associate Pastor
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist
John Swanson Deacon in Charge
Sue Ruggiero, Doug Topliffe Deacons
Lee Bowley Liturgist
Gregg Berube, Sheryl Gottwald Ushers
Andrea Cyr Videographer
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LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY

Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries
Deb Boczenowski, Sue Werst Teachers, Preschool/Kindergarten
Matt Emmons, Vicky Leknes Teachers, Grades 1 to 4
Larissa Riley Teacher, Grades 5 to 7
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant
CHRISTMAS GIFT DRIVE: The Christmas Financial Summary
season is just around the corner and the World (as of October 31, 2025)
Service Team is partnering with two
organizations to help ensure that all in our YTD YTD
community experience the joy of the holidays. Actual Budget Difference
The Sign Up Genius link is now live and can be Income $213,614 $215,635 $(2,022)
found on the Christmas Gift Drive page on our Expenses $192,295 $195,492  $(3,196)
church website. Net Income $ 21318 $ 20,144 $1,174
Important dates:
¢ Nov. 16-Dec 7 sign up for gifts. Numbers have been rounded to the nearest
¢ Sundays, Nov. 16, 23 & 30 World Service whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear
Team members will be available to assist to total correctly.
signups after in-person worship. We hope you are 'ﬁnding this information l?elpful.
¢ Dec. 14 deadline to drop off gifts at If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
church. reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell
Thank you for your generosity! (Trejasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd
Whitney.




DID YOU KNOW: For many millennia, the
Western Abenaki people, on whose land we
now live, maintained a reciprocal relationship

with the land and water. They developed
relational land practices that sustained the
natural resources and allowed for biodiversity
to flourish. Abenaki communities across New
England and Canada continue to affirm
cultural traditions today, despite having faced
hundreds of years of Indigenous erasure by
state, national and colonial governments.
Some of these traditions have supported
conservation efforts that continue to be
employed by many of our national parks and
forests.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for November
include condiments, cooking sauces and
seasonings, cooking oil, pasta sauce, tomato
sauce, tomato paste, diced tomatoes. Donations
may be left in our SHARE collection containers
found in the narthex, the church office, and
outside the community room. Donations may
also be brought directly to the SHARE Center in
Milford; if you are unsure where, please call
their office at 673-9898. Many thanks for your
continuing support!

FELLOWSHIP HOUR SOS: Snack food
donations for coffee hour are most welcome! If
you would like to contribute something for a
Sunday, please contact Meredith Dart
(m_getler@hotmail.com or 603-305-9065).
Please be sure that all donations are well
labeled.

Our Church Calendar
November 23—29, 2025

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list of
recurring meetings with their links can be found

in the member section of our website.

Today 10:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

Tuesday 4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Worship
Fellowship
Youth Choir

WOW Team
World Service Team

Adult Confirmation




Breakfast With Santa
Saturday, December 6, 2025

"Breakfast with Santa” is a special annual event sponsored by our church
community and open to the general public. This year's event will take place on
Saturday, December 6 and will include two sittings: 9:00—10:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. —
12:00 noon. A hot breakfast with a variety of options will be served, there will be
organized games and crafts, and of course the opportunity to visit with Santa
himself. Remember to bring your phone or camera and take your own photos of your
children with Santa. Santa’s Bookshop is open and each child gets to choose a
recycled book.

We hope many church families will participate - this is a great event for
grandparents to bring their grandchildren. The money raised goes back into our
church. To register please visit https://www.ccamherst.org/bws/

BWS registration starts November 15t and goes through December 3. Cost is $12.00
for adults, $10.00 for children under 14, and children 12-months & younger are free. We
usually sell out way before the event so register early! We will also be looking for
donations of casseroles and other breakfast food from church members. Stay tuned
for those details.

Questions?
Contact Marti Warren:
martiwarren@comcast.net



https://www.ccamherst.org/bws/
mailto:martiwarren@comcast.net
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Happy Thanksgiving



FAMILY

CONCERT

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 14, 2025
4:00 PM

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Sacred and Popular Christmas Songs
Choral and Instrumental Classics
Sing-A-Long Holiday Favorites

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH |
United Church of Christ S
11 CHURCH ST, AMHERST NH

SARA PHELPS, Music Director
CHANCEL CHOIR

HANDBELL CHOIR

YOUTH CHOIR

MICHAEL HAVAY, Piano/Organ
SUE WERST, Flute
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Sunday, November 23, 2025

CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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