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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Ambherst, New Hampshire

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

November 16, 2025 SHINE SUNDAY 10:00 a.m.

“Enough for All”

GATHERING CHIMES
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship.

GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE

PRELUDE Sing to the Lord of Harvest Johann Steurlein/
Dennis Eliot

INTROIT

*GATHERING OUR COMMUNITY and WELCOMING GOD’S PRESENCE
Please rise in body or spirit.

One: If we only have a few moments to spare,
Many: God will use our gifts of time.
One: If we only have one or two special skills,

Many: God will use our gifts of talents.

One: If we only have a few dollars to give,
Many: God will use our gifts of treasure.
One: If we only have our story to share,

Many: God will use our gifts of experience.

One: If we only have ourselves to give,
Many: God will use our gifts of presence.
One: In a season of abundance or a season of scarcity,

Many: We find ways to give to others.
Generous God, we accept your invitation
to share all we’ve been given!
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*HYMN As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought No. 414

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES
The congregation may be seated.

ANTHEM O Great God arr. Dan Forrest
Chancel Choir

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of God be with you. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

INTRODUCING THE READINGS
READING Acts 2:42-47

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their shared
meals, and to their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many wonders and
signs through the apostles. All the believers were united and shared everything. They would sell
pieces of property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them.
Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in their homes. They shared food with gladness
and simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added
daily to the community those who were being saved.

REFLECTION
READING Acts 4:32-37

The community of believers was one in heart and mind. None of them would say, “This is mine!”
about any of their possessions, but held everything in common. The apostles continued to bear
powerful witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and an abundance of grace was at work
among them all. There were no needy persons among them. Those who owned properties or houses
would sell them, bring the proceeds from the sales, and place them in the care and under the
authority of the apostles. Then it was distributed to anyone who was in need. Joseph, whom the
apostles nicknamed Barnabas (that is, “one who encourages”), was a Levite from Cyprus. He owned
a field, sold it, brought the money, and placed it in the care and under the authority of the apostles.

REFLECTION
WIDENING OUR WELCOME Lee Bowley, World Service Team

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND PRAYERS
All are invited to bring their offerings and prayer cards forward.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Lizzie S. Tourjee/
Ovid Young



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER RESPONSE and BLESSING OF OUR OFFERINGS
Adaptation of the Lord’s Prayer by Parker Palmer

Heavenly Creator, Mother, Father,

Holy and blessed is your true name.

We pray for your reign of peace to come,
We pray that your good will be done,

Let heaven and earth become one.

Give us this day the bread we need,

Give it to those who have none.

Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,
From each one to each one.

Lead us to liberation and renewal

Beyond the evil we’ve done —

Come swiftly, Holy One, come.

For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:
Forever your name is All in One.

Amen.

*HYMN O for a World No. 386
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD

*BLESSING OUR COMMUNITY

One: People of God, may we carry Jesus’ presence into the world.
Many: To offer good news to all who long to hear it.

One: In the midst of brokenness and division,

Many: We proclaim the God of Healing.

One: In the midst of despair and sorrow,

Many: We proclaim the God of Hope.

One: In the midst of unkindness and apathy,

Many: We proclaim the God of Compassion.

All: We go now, as servants in Christ,

as conduits of God'’s Love, offered to all. Amen!
*CHORAL RESPONSE
*POSTLUDE Rejoice, the Lord is King John Darwall/

Jason D. Payne

(*Please rise in body or spirit.)



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation

of the United Church of Christ
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.”

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ,
believe God'’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved.
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church.

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind.

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. Our membership is open to all those
who choose to walk with us in our witness. Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership.

Worship Notes:
e  Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7.
e  Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.

e Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service.

e Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors. If
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship
registers. If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons.

e Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service. Coffee
and beverages are offered.

e In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given. An
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school.

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org. Please feel free to
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh.

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott

Sara L. Phelps

Michael Havay

John Swanson

Sally Bowkett, Colleen Cushing
Reid Cunningham

Carol St. Jean, Adrienne Topliffe
Doug Topliffe

Ministers to the World
Senior Pastor

Director of Music
Organist/Accompanist
Deacon in Charge
Deacons

Liturgist

Ushers

Videographer
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LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY

Larissa Riley

Deb Boczenowski
Kelly Isaacs

Matt Emmons
Larissa Riley
Melissa Lewis

Director of Youth Ministries

Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten
Assistant Teacher, Preschool/Kindergarten
Teacher, Grades 1 to 4

Teacher, Grades 5 to 7

Nursery Attendant

RAFFLE TICKETS for six lovely gift baskets will
be on sale in the Community Room during
Fellowship Time today. The drawings for the
basket winners will take place at the Woman'’s
Association’s Holiday Fair on this Saturday, the
22th.

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for November
include condiments, cooking sauces and
seasonings, cooking oil, pasta sauce, tomato
sauce, tomato paste, diced tomatoes. Donations
may be left in our SHARE collection containers
found in the narthex, the church office, and
outside the community room. Donations may
also be brought directly to the SHARE Center in
Milford; if you are unsure where, please call
their office at 673-9898. Many thanks for your
continuing support!

Financial Summary
(as of October 31, 2025)

YTD YTD
Actual Budget Difference
Income $213,614 $215,635 $(2,022)

Expenses $192,295 $195,492  $(3,196)
Net Income $ 21318 $ 20,144 $1,174

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear
to total correctly.

We hope you are finding this information helpful.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell
(Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd
Whitney.




FELLOWSHIP HOUR SOS: Snack food
donations for coffee hour are most welcome!
If you would like to contribute something for
a Sunday, please contact Meredith Dart
(m_getler@hotmail.com or 603-305-9065).
Please be sure that all donations are well
labeled.

WA FAIR BAKE SHOP: The WA Holiday Fair
is Saturday, November 22 and we need
your help providing homemade baked goods
for our very popular bakery! The WA is
asking church members for a variety of
homemade items to selll Donations of pies,
coffee cakes, holiday cookies, fudge, candy
and spiced nuts would be greatly
appreciated.

Please drop off bakery items in the
vestry on Friday, Nov. 21 between 1:00
and 5:00 p.m. or before 8:30 a.m. the
morning of the fair. This gives us time to
price and prep the donations. Thank you in
advance for your delicious contributions!

Questions?

Anita Swanson:

neetoswanson@comcast.net
(603) 673-7612

Joan Poltack:

jpoltack@comcast.net
(603) 672-2728
Sara Phelps: kalben1@comcast.net

Permission to podcast/stream the music
in this service obtained from One License
with license #A-731944.

DID YOU KNOW: Prior to the American
Revolution, King George III was cognizant of the
plight of the American Indians whose land was
being slowly taken away by the ever-widening
expansion of the English colonists. King George
III attempted to protect the Native Americans by
establishing the Royal Proclamation of
1763. This proclamation established a boundary
along the Appalachian Mountains,
forbidding British Colonists from settling west
of the line. This measure aimed to prevent
further conflict and formally recognize Native
American land claims that could only be ceded
through official treaties negotiated by the Crown.
Submitted by The CCA Racial Justice Team.

Our Church Calendar
November 16—22, 2025

Some events are taking place virtually.
Links are sent out directly by email,
and a list of recurring meetings
with their links can be found in the
member section of our website.

Today 10:00 am. Worship

11:15a.m. Fellowship

11:30 a.m. Youth Choir
Monday 10:00 aam. WA Workshop
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Caregivers Circle

6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
Wednesday 10:00 am. Adult Confirmation
Class

Thursday 6:00 p.m.  Bell Choir

7:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir
Saturday 9:00 a.am. WA Holiday Fair
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Breakfast With Santa
Saturday, December 6, 2025

"Breakfast with Santa” is a special annual event sponsored by our church
community and open to the general public. This year's event will take place on
Saturday, December 6 and will include two sittings: 9:00—10:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. —
12:00 noon. A hot breakfast with a variety of options will be served, there will be
organized games and crafts, and of course the opportunity to visit with Santa
himself. Remember to bring your phone or camera and take your own photos of your
children with Santa. Santa’s Bookshop is open and each child gets to choose a
recycled book.

We hope many church families will participate - this is a great event for
grandparents to bring their grandchildren. The money raised goes back into our
church. To register please visit https://www.ccamherst.org/bws/

BWS registration starts November 15t and goes through December 3. Cost is $12.00
for adults, $10.00 for children under 14, and children 12-months & younger are free. We
usually sell out way before the event so register early! We will also be looking for
donations of casseroles and other breakfast food from church members. Stay tuned
for those details.

Questions?
Contact Marti Warren:
martiwarren@comcast.net
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 J| Puzzle 63 |||
Follow the path through the field to Barnabas.
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Barnabas sold his field to get money to share with other people. §’
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We can help others by sharing with them, too.
Our Bible says, “Share with God's people who are in need” (Romans 12:13).
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Romans 12:13




Congregational Church
11 Church St. Amherst

Saturday November 22nd

‘ur > 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
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CCA Worship Service Reflection

The theme of the service was...

| learned...

| did not understand or still wonder about...

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was...
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Sunday, November 16, 2025

VING IN GOD'S LIGHT

HIiNE

The truth is that frightened people will never turn the world,
because they use too much energy on protection of self.
It is the vocation of the baptized, the known and named and unafraid,
to make the world whole:

The unafraid are open to the neighbor,
while the frightened defend themselves from the neighbor.

The unafraid are generous in the community,
while the frightened, in their anxiety,
must keep, store, and accumulate, to make themselves safe.

The unafraid commit acts of compassion and mercy,
while the frightened do not notice those in need.

The unafraid are committed to justice for the weak and the poor,
while the frightened see them only as threats.

The unafraid pray in the morning, care through the day,
and rejoice at night in thanks and praise,
while the frightened are endlessly restless and dissatisfied.

So dear people, our Creator says to each of us:
“Do not fear! | have called you by name; you are mine!”

— Walter Brueggemann, A Way Other Than Our Own
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