
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

"We live in a world where bad stories are told, stories that teach us  
life doesn't mean anything and that humanity has no great purpose.  

It's a good calling, then, to speak a better story. How brightly a better story shines. 
How easily the world looks to it in wonder. How grateful we are to hear these stories, 

and how happy it makes us to repeat them."  
 

—Donald Miller, A Million Miles in a Thousand Years 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 
 
November 2, 2025 Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m. 
 

 All Saints—All Souls 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE I Sing a Song of the Saints of God John Henry Hopkins/ 
  Robert J. Powell 
 
INTROIT 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
One: In all our weakness and strength, 
 with our aging bodies and youth filled spirits, 
Many: We come to be your people, O God. 
 
One: Resilient in faith and eager with questions, 
 singing our praise and whispering our prayers, 
Many: We come to be your people, O God. 
 
One: Led by saintly determination, 
 yet mindful of our human limitations, 
Many: We come to be your people, O God. 
 
One: Inspired by your endless love for us, 
 we seek to reflect your image, 
Many: We come to be your people, O God, 
 as we walk in the footsteps of those who came before us! 
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*HYMN For All the Saints page 10 
 
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 
 
ANTHEM Lost in Wonder Claude L. Bass 
 Chancel Choir 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and 
cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the 
Lord.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus 
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open 
your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 
 
SERMON “On the Shoulders of Giants” 
 
*HYMN O Lord of Life, Where’er They Be No. 530 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew.  Cards will be collected by one of the 
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Deep River David Kidwell 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
Generous God, you surround us with saints who come in the form of ordinary people. May 
your Spirit of wonder move in so that we might follow in the footsteps of those who have 
come before us, and those who live among us now. Make use of our gifts – of time, of talent, of 
treasure – to make our world a more loving, compassionate, and just place for all. Amen. 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament. 
Children may participate at the discretion of their parents. 

 
INVITATION AND CALL TO COMMUNION 
One:  On this day of sabbath, we gather at God’s table, 
 where divine light breaks through our human understanding. 
Many:   At this table, we are invited to participate in God’s transforming love. 
 
One:  Here, we remember that Jesus revealed God’s love to the world —  
 a love that is inclusive, expansive, and justice-seeking.  
Many: We come to this table not only to be nourished, but to be transformed. 
 
One:  So come now to this table that has been prepared for you. 
 Come not because you must, but because you may.  
Many:    For here, all are welcome to share in God’s love and bounty! 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION and CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at 
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink 
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten, 
egg, and dairy free and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION Andante, Op. 39, No. 7 Carl Geissler 
 
     Andante in C W. Metz 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison) 
We give thanks, loving God, for this communal meal that links us to all who have called upon 
your name. May your wisdom grow within us. May your word inspire us. May the 
nourishment of this bread and cup strengthen us for the journey, as you send us out into the 
world as people of courage, compassion, and commitment. Amen.  
 
*HYMN Now Let us All, in Hymns of Praise page 11 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Song for All Saints Mary McDonald 
 
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.    

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
John Swanson Deacon in Charge 
Kathleen Bouchard, Liz MacMillan, ,Doug Topliffe, Gail Wiegand Deacons 
Paul Schellenberg Videographer 

****************************************************** 
 

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY 
 
Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries  
Sue Werst Teacher, Preschool /Kindergarten 
Deb Boczenowski Assistant Teacher, Preschool /Kindergarten 
Matt Emmons Teacher, Grades 1 to 4 
Vicky Leknes Assistant Teacher, Grades 1 to 4 
Larissa Riley Teacher, Grades 5 to 7 
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR SOS: Snack food 
donations for coffee hour are most welcome! If 
you would like to contribute something for a 
Sunday, please contact Meredith Dart 
(m_getler@hotmail.com or 603-305-9065). 

 

All Saints/Souls Day 

Remembering  
Those We’ve Lost 

October 2024 – October 2025 

  

Emil “Skip” E. Skoglund Jr. – November 7, 2024 

Sandra J. Fraser – December 29, 2024 

Nadine Marcia Obermiller – January 28, 2025 

Carole F. Byatt – January 29, 2025 

E. Helene Pierce – April 2, 2025 

Nancy Tarpley – August 2025 

FRIENDSHIP BASKETS:  On behalf of the 
congregation, your Diaconate is planning to 
deliver grocery gift cards to local families who 
need help in these trying times to put food on 
the table for the Thanksgiving holiday. We 
expect to have many requests from the school 
district. This past spring, we were able to 
support 14 families, and we expect the need to 
be even greater now. 

 We will be passing our Friendship baskets 
during the service TODAY and on November 
9th to gather donations to support the gift 
card purchases. If you would like to help, but 
are participating in the service from home, you 
can also donate through the church website 
and direct your donation to the Friendship 
Basket collection. Thank you very much for 
your generosity! 
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THE WOW TEAM INVITES YOU to the Out and 
Allied Monthly Social at Manchester True 
Collaborative. This event will meet on the first 
Sunday afternoon of each month from 3:00 – 
5:00 p.m. and will be an opportunity for queer 
folk and their straight allies to meet in a relaxed 
environment to share fellowship. 

Record the football game and bring a snack 
or non-alcoholic drink to share! 

Let us know if you’d like to join us – meet us 
at the Congregational Church of Amherst at 2:15 
p.m. in the rear parking lot to carpool. 

For more information: 
Alison Batey - alsbatey@gmail.com 
Steve Boczenowski – boczeno@gmail.com 
Manchester True Collaborative,  

 72 Concord Street, Manchester, NH 

TODAY IS LEVI SUNDAY: We have a number 
of outdoor projects planned including leaf 
raking and general lawn and grounds clean 
up. Everyone is invited to come out after 
worship and help, please bring your favorite 
rake and tools to accomplish the jobs you 
would like to help with. Many hands make 
light work! Hope to see you there. 
 
DID YOU KNOW: The Abenaki People, who 
settled in southern New Hampshire long 
before the arrival of the English colonists, 
emphasized deep gratitude for the natural 
world. They celebrated and gave thanks for a 
successful harvest with ceremonies and 
feasts. Communal feasts were central to the 
Abenaki culture, serving to honor the spirits 
of nature, reinforce social bonds, and 
celebrate harvests, particularly of staples like 
corn, beans, and squash.  
Submitted by The CCA Racial Justice Team 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for 
November include condiments, cooking 
sauces and seasonings, cooking oil, pasta 
sauce, tomato sauce, tomato paste, diced 
tomatoes. Donations may be left in our 
SHARE collection containers found in the 
narthex, the church office, and outside the 
community room. Donations may also be 
brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford; if you are unsure where, please call 
their office at 673-9898. Many thanks for 
your continuing support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://manchestertrue.org/event/socialhour/2025-09-07/
https://manchestertrue.org/event/socialhour/2025-09-07/
mailto:alsbatey@gmail.com
mailto:boczeno@gmail.com


9 

 

WA RAFFLE BASKETS: One of the Holiday Fair 
highlights is the raffle baskets, and we need your 
help to make them a success. The WA is 
accepting items for two of our popular baskets, 
the Made in New Hampshire basket and the 
Chocolate basket. Please contact Gail Miller  
(Five0vNine@yahoo.com) for donations or 
questions.  We need to have all donations in 
by TODAY. 

The baskets will be on display in the 
community room on Sunday, November 16 
during fellowship time. 
 

Financial Summary 
(as of September 30, 2025) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $188,905 $187,891 $ 1,014 
Expenses $156,034 $160,039 $(4,004) 
Net Income $  32,871 $  27,852 $ 5,019 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell 
(Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd 
Whitney. 

WA FAIR BAKE SHOP: The WA Holiday Fair 
is Saturday, November 22  and we need your 
help providing homemade baked goods for our 
very popular bakery!  The WA is asking church 
members for a variety of homemade items to 
sell! Donations of pies, coffee cakes, holiday 
cookies, fudge, candy and spiced nuts would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Please drop off bakery items in the 
vestry on Friday, Nov. 21 between 1:00 and 
5:00 p.m. or before 8:30 a.m. the morning of 
the fair. This gives us time to price and prep 
the donations.  Thank you in advance for your 
delicious contributions!  

Questions?  
Anita Swanson: 
 neetoswanson@comcast.net 
 (603) 673-7612 
Joan Poltack:   
 jpoltack@comcast.net   
 (603) 672-2728 
Sara Phelps: kalben1@comcast.net 
 

Our Church Calendar 

November 2—8, 2025 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email,  

and a list of recurring meetings  
with their links can be found  in the  

member section of our website. 
 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship  
 11:30 a.m. Youth Choir 
 11:30 a.m. Levi Sunday 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop 
 
Tuesday   5:00 p.m. Church Council 
   6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
   7:00 p.m. Trustees of the 
  Facility 
 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Adult Confirmation 
   6:00 p.m. Bereavement  
  Group 
 
Thursday   1:30 p.m. Bylaws Review 
   Team 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

mailto:neetoswanson@comcast.net
mailto:jpoltack@comcast.net
mailto:kalben1@comcast.net
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Sunday, November 2, 2025 

Breakfast With Santa  
Saturday, December 6, 2025 

 
"Breakfast with Santa” is a special annual event sponsored by our church 
community and open to the general public. This year’s event will take place on 
Saturday, December 6 and will include two sittings: 9:00—10:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. —
12:00 noon.  A hot breakfast with a variety of options will be served, there will be 
organized games and crafts, and of course the opportunity to visit with Santa 
himself. Remember to bring your phone or camera and take your own photos of your 
children with Santa. Santa’s Bookshop is open and each child gets to choose a 
recycled book.  
 
We hope many church families will participate – this is a great event for 
grandparents to bring their grandchildren. The money raised goes back into our 
church. To register please visit https://www.ccamherst.org/bws/ 
 
BWS registration starts November 1st and goes through December 3rd. Cost is $12.00 
for adults, $10.00 for children under 14, and children 12-months & younger are free. We 
usually sell out way before the event so register early! We will also be looking for 
donations of casseroles and other breakfast food from church members. Stay tuned 
for those details. 
 

Questions?  
Contact Marti Warren:  

martiwarren@comcast.net  

https://www.ccamherst.org/bws/
mailto:martiwarren@comcast.net
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CCA Worship Service Reflection 
  

The theme of the service was… 

   

  

I learned… 

  

  

  

I did not understand or still wonder about… 

  

 

   

Something that helped connect my faith to my everyday life was… 

  

   

Insert 
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Our Church on the Amherst Village Common   

1774-1836 

Insert 


