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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 
 
October 19, 2025 SHINE SUNDAY—MISSION SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. 
 

“Caring for Others” 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Boundless Mercy Anthony Giamanco 
 
INTROIT 
 
*GATHERING OUR COMMUNITY and WELCOMING GOD’S PRESENCE 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
One: This is the day that God has made: 
Many: a day for praise and prayer; 
 a day for gratitude and generosity. 
 
One: This is the time God has gifted us: 
Many: a time for singing and silence; 
 a time for speaking and listening. 
 
One: This is the life to which God calls us: 
Many: a life of faith and service; 
 a life of humility and healing. 
 
One: This is the way we worship you, O God: 
Many: filled with your Spirit, 
 listening for your Word, 
 bringing your Peace and Hope to our world! 
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*HYMN God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending No. 422 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES  Senior Youth Group 
 
ANTHEM Prayer for Peace Benjamin Harlan 
  Chancel Choir 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
INTRODUCING THE READING 
 
NARRATIVE READING Matthew 25:31-46 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?’  

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.’  

Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  

Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
 
 
REFLECTING ON THE READING “The Sheep and the Goats” 
 
WIDENING OUR WELCOME  The Rev. Shayna Appel 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND PRAYERS 
All are invited to place their offerings and prayer cards in the plates as they’re passed. 
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MUSIC FOR REFLECTION A Charge to Keep I Have Lowell Mason/ 
  Robert J. Powell 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER—A Contemporary Interpretation (unison) 
 
Holy One, closer to us than our own hearts,  
farther from us than the most distant star, 
you are beyond naming. 
May your powerful presence become obvious  
not only in the undeniable glory of the sky, 
but also in the seemingly common processes of the earth. 
Give us what we need, day by day, 
to keep body and soul together, 
because clever as you have made us,  
we still owe our existence to you. 
We recognize that to be reconciled with you,  
we must live peaceably and justly with other human beings, 
putting hate and bitterness behind us. 
We are torn between our faith in your goodness  
and our awareness of the evil in your creation,  
so deliver us from the temptation to despair. 
Yours alone is the universe and all its majesty and beauty. 
Amen.  
 
*HYMN Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant page 5 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*BLESSING OUR COMMUNITY 
 
One:   People of God, may we carry Jesus’ presence into the world. 
Many: To offer good news to all who long to hear it. 
One: In the midst of brokenness and division, 
Many: we proclaim the God of Healing. 
One: In the midst of despair and sorrow, 
Many: we proclaim the God of Hope. 
One: In the midst of unkindness and apathy, 
Many: we proclaim the God of Compassion. 
All: We go now, as servants in Christ, 
  as conduits of God’s Love, offered to all. Amen! 
 



5 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Jesus Shall Reign John Hatton/ 
  Raymond H. Haan 
 
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  The next new member informational sessions will be 
held October 23 and October 29.  New members will be formally received on Sunday, November 9. 
Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church 
or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.    

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Charlotte E. Y. Bell Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Colleen Cushing Deacon in Charge 
Sally Bowkett, Sally Hooper Deacons 
Holly Tonnesen, Jean Tonnesen Ushers 
Tim Wiegand Videographer 

****************************************************** 
 

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY 
 
Larissa Riley Director of Youth Ministries  
Sue Werst Teacher, Preschool /Kindergarten 
Kelly Isaacs Assistant, Preschool/Kindergarten 
Matt Emmons Teacher, Grades 1 to 4 
Larissa Riley Teacher, Grades 5 to 7 
Melissa Lewis Nursery Attendant 

Financial Summary 
(as of September 30, 2025) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $188,905 $187,891 $ 1,014 
Expenses $156,034 $160,039 $(4,004) 
Net Income $  32,871 $  27,852 $ 5,019 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell 
(Treasurer), Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, and Todd 
Whitney. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are from Nancy 
Protzmann, in memory of her dad, Stuart 
McCornack, who passed away 43 years ago this 
month, and her mom, Patsy McCornack, who we 
laid to rest last September 2024. We are grateful 
they are again enjoying each other's company 
and I miss you both so very much.  
 
WA RAFFLE BASKETS: One of the Holiday Fair 
highlights is the raffle baskets, and we need your 
help to make them a success.  The WA is 
accepting items for two of our popular baskets, 
the Made in New Hampshire basket and the 
Chocolate basket. Please contact Gail Miller  
(Five0vNine@yahoo.com) for donations or 
questions.  We need to have all donations in by 
November 2. 

The baskets will be on display in the 
community room on Sunday, November 16 
during fellowship time. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music  
in this service obtained from One License  

with license #A-731944. 
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Mission Sunday—October 19 
11:30 a.m. in the parlor 

 
The Hebrew scriptures in our Bible are replete with admonitions for us to welcome strangers and 
aliens alike.  Our Christian scriptures ask us time and time again to “not be overcome by evil, but to 
overcome evil with good” [Romans 12:21]. In this time of increased ICE activity across our nation, 
our state and in our own town of Amherst, we would all be well served by heeding the scriptures’ 
wise council.   
 
To help us in fulfilling this faithful duty, the WOW Team of this congregation will be hosting a 
“Second Hour Session” after worship on October 19th featuring Ron Schneider, Chair of the New 
Hampshire Conference’s Immigrant & Refugee Support Group, and Megan Murray, a member of the 
New Hampshire House of Representatives for Amherst and Vice-Chair of the Hillsborough County 
Delegation. 
 
Ron will be able to tell us what the New Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ is 
doing to help right the scales of justice where immigrants and refugees are concerned.  Megan will 
offer insight about what’s happening locally and within the wider Hillsborough County. 
 
If you have been hearing about folks getting snatched off the streets of our nation, our state, or even 
your town, and you are wondering how to help, or if you are simply seeking more information, 
please come and join us at 11:30 a.m., following coffee hour, on October 19th for this timely and 
important event.  We plan on meeting in the parlor unless we have a large turnout, in which case we 
will move to the sanctuary. 
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING: Our 
congregation participates yearly through our 
church’s wider mission in the Neighbors in 
Need annual appeal. This years’ theme is 
”Creating Homes, Building America,” focusing 
on housing opportunities, community 
strengthening and economic resilience.   

The UCC’s Neighbors in Need is a special 
mission offering that supports justice and 
compassion ministries within the 
United Church of Christ , with funds directed to 
the Council for American Indian Ministry and 
UCC Justice and Witness Ministries.  This helps 
provide grants to UCC churches and 
organizations, as well as supporting a variety of 
justice initiatives and advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects.   

Envelopes are in the pews for donations 
(make checks payable to Congregational 
Church of Amherst, with Neighbors In Need on 
the memo line), or visit our website for online 
giving. Thank you for your support and 
generosity. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Different Ships, Same Boat 
is an upcoming concert being held on Thursday 
evening, October 23, 2025, from 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m. at the Andres Institute of Art in Brookline, 
NH. This performance offers stirring 
experiences of stories of some of the people 
who make America what it is – including those 
that often fly under the radar of history books.  
Different Ships, Same Boat is for those craving a 
powerful artistic performance of captivating 
music and stories – a moving, finely-crafted 
anthology that connects audiences to American 
histories, perspectives, and experiences both 
familiar and different from their own.  For 
more information about this concert, please 
visit the Andres Institute website (https://
andresinstitute.org) and click on concerts. 
Submitted by: The Racial Justice Team and the 
Andres Institute of Art   

Saturday, November 1 
9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

in the Community Room 
Lunch will be provided 

 
Join us for a special workshop designed to 

help us “Find Your Why” – the reason WHY we 
come to church as individuals and the reason 
WHY we are church together. Our WHY is our 
motivation for all that we do. It’s where we 
find meaning, purpose, and joy. A church that 
knows its collective WHY has a clearer 
understanding of its mission, is better able to 
articulate and live into that mission, and 
connect with others who believe in that 
mission. 

If you’re interested in participating please 
contact the church office or Pastor Maureen at 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org  

RSVP’s are required as we need to 
determine the group size for the exercises. 

NEW MEMBER INFO SESSIONS:  Are you NEW 
(or not-so-new) to our church and interested 
in learning more about our congregation? Are 
you interested in learning more about 
becoming a member?  Do you want to know 
more about the United Church of Christ? If so, 
please join us for one of our INFO SESSIONS on 
either Thursday, October 23 or Wednesday, 
October 29 at 7:00 p.m. to learn more about all 
of the above! The sessions will be held on 
ZOOM to make it easier for all to attend.  

For those who’ve already joined our 
mailing list and/or inquired about becoming a 
member, you’ll be hearing from us soon! If 
you’ve joined us for our in-person or online 
worship over the last year and are interested 
in attending one of our info sessions, please 
reach out to Andrea in our church office at 
andrea@ccamherst.org or contact Pastor 
Maureen at pastormaureen@ccamherst.org. 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
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Our Church Calendar 

October 19—25, 2025 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  

of recurring meetings with their links can be found   
in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship  
 11:30 a.m. Youth Choir 
 11:30 a.m. Second Hour 
 11:30 a.m. Junior Youth Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop 
 
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Caregivers Circle 
   6:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation Class 
 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
   7:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation Class 
 
Thursday   1:30 p.m. Bylaws Review Team 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
   7:00 p.m. New Member Info Session 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

TRICK OR TREAT: Trick or Treat on Halloween 
in the Amherst village is a fun, slightly chaotic 
night, bringing lots of ghosts, goblins and other 
scary (and not-so-scary) beings into town. Once 
again, our church is participating in the activity 
in the village by passing out candy. Since we can 
easily see upwards of 1000 children, we are in 
need of lots of fun-sized candy.  

We recognize that candy is not for 
everyone, and so we also hope to have a few 
small items to give out as an alternative to 
candy: think party favors such as glow sticks, 
small coloring books, pencils, stickers, etc. 
Thank you so much for your generosity! 

 
 

LEVI SUNDAY:  Fall is upon us and trees are 
dropping their colorful leaves again. Time for 
another Levi Sunday, this year planned for 
November 2 right after worship.  We have a 
number of outdoor projects planned including 
leaf raking and general lawn and grounds clean 
up. Everyone is invited to come out and help. 
Please bring your favorite rake and tools to 
help accomplish the jobs you would like to help 
with.  Many hands make light work! Hope to see 
you there. 
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Jesus said:  
“When you care for others  

you care for me!” 
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Sunday, October 19, 2025 

“I looked harder at Matthew 25  
and realized that if Jesus said, "I was hungry and you fed me,"  

then Christ's presence is not embodied in those who feed the hungry 
 (as important as that work is),  

but Christ's presence is in the hungry being fed.  
Christ comes not in the form of those who visit the imprisoned  

but in the imprisoned being cared for.  
 

And to be clear, Christ does not come to us as the poor and hungry.  
Because, as anyone for whom the poor are not an abstraction  

but actual flesh-and-blood people knows, 
 the poor and hungry and imprisoned  

are not a romantic special class of Christlike people.  
And those who meet their needs  

are not a romantic special class of Christlike people.  
We all are equally as sinful and saintly as the other.  

 
Christ comes to us in the needs of the poor and hungry,  

needs that are met by another  
so that the gleaming redemption of God might be known.   

No one gets to play Jesus.  
But we do get to experience Jesus in that holy place  

where we meet others' needs  
and have our own needs met.”  

 
― The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber,  

Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People 


