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Why do you come to church? 
Do you come for the community, and the friendship and comfort you 

find within it?  
Do you come for the message, the music, the reminder that you’re a 

part of something greater than yourself? Do you come because the world 
and its problems feel overwhelming at times and you long to be around 
others who believe change is possible? 

The desire to “make a difference” ranks high on the list of reasons why 
many people seek out and become a part of a faith community in today’s 
world. One could argue that’s there’s no longer a social expectation that we 
attend church, in fact, those of us who do are in the minority. Especially here 
in New Hampshire, which holds the distinction as the 2nd least religious state 
in the nation, with our neighbor, Vermont, taking the lead. Yet if we 
surveyed our friends and family members who are not church goers, we’d 
likely find that they too are involved in giving back to their community in 
some way. Serving as volunteers for youth programs or community groups 
or stepping up to donate to worthy causes when asked – for disaster relief, 
for the local soup kitchen, for charity fundraisers. Because they too long to 
feel like they’re making a difference in the world.  

Continued on page 3 

WA Su n day  on  Ma rc h  1 0  
 
The Woman’s Association will take the opportunity on Sunday, March 10 

to contribute to the worship service and afterwards to host Fellowship Time 
in the Community Room. Everyone is invited to help celebrate the role that 
WA plays in the life of the church. 

The Woman’s Association in Amherst dates back to 1865 and since then 
has engaged women in supporting the church and community 
organizations and in building a sense of fellowship among its members. For 
most of the year the WA holds “workshops” on Monday mornings from 
10:00 to noon. Attendees may work on crafts, plan for future activities, 
socialize or some combination of these activities. Women can also bring 
their lunch and share a time of fellowship. Membership is open to women of 
all ages, church members and non-church members, and activities are open 
to members and guests. 

For more information, contact Adrienne Topliffe or Sue Werst or talk to 
any of the members on March 10.  

 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
March 24 - 10:00 a.m. 

We begin with the traditional 
waving of the palms and end with an 

interactive presentation of the 
Passion story. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

March 28 – 7:00 p.m. 
A prayerful reflective service with 

Communion and Tenebrae – a 
commemoration of Jesus’ last night 

with his disciples. 
 

Easter Sunday 
March 31 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service on the 
Amherst village green. Celebrate 

the Resurrection at daybreak, 
followed by coffee and donuts on 

the green. 
 

10:00 a.m. Easter celebration 
service in our sanctuary with our 

Chancel and Bell Choirs. Join us as 
we praise God with a joyful noise! 

 
All services will be in-person and 

available to watch online (except for 
the Easter Sunrise Service). 

 



P a g e  2  

 

VILLAGE SPIRE 
A Parish Newsletter 

 
The Congregational Church of 

Amherst, NH, United Church of Christ 
11 Church Street 

Amherst, NH  03031 
 

“No matter who you are or  
where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 

Church school available. 
 

How to reach us: 
Office Phone  (603) 673-3231, 

(603) 673-6848 
www.ccamherst.org 

Facebook.com/ccamherst 
Instagram.com/ccamherstnh 

  
The church office is open  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and  

is available by telephone and email  
Monday through Friday. 

 
Send in all newsletter articles 
by the fifteenth of the month. 

 
Items for the Sunday bulletin  
are due Thursday morning. 

 
*********************** 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott 
Senior Pastor 

pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 
 

Kevin G. S. Marsh 
Acting Associate Pastor 

pastorkevin@ccamherst.org 
 

Andrea Cyr 
Church Office Administrator 

andrea@ccamherst.org 
 

Sara L. Phelps 
Director of Music 

kalben1@comcast.net 
 

Michael Havay 
Organist 

michaelh117@gmail.com 
 

Larissa Riley 
Church School Coordinator 

churchschool@ccamherst.org 

Lenten Series 
Wednesday Evenings on ZOOM 

March 6, 13, 20, 27 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 
On six Wednesday evenings during Lent, we’ll 

gather on Zoom to explore a wonderful and unique 
guide for our Lenten journey: Hard and Holy Work, 
by Mary Alice Birdwhistell and Tyler D. Mayfield. While 
the “work” of Lent often has us looking inward, to 
enact change in our hearts, this book also encourages 
us to look outward, to enact change in our world.  

Framed as a journey through the book of Exodus and the story of God’s 
people wandering in the wilderness, the authors encourage us to reflect on 
our own search for God in the troubling times of our lives,  while also paying 
attention to the stories and needs of the people whose journeys are much 
different than our own. 

We have copies in the church office for purchase for $15.  All are 
welcome to join us, even if you missed the first few sessions, and even if you 
don’t have time to do the reading! We’ll pull out passages to seed our 
discussion, and there’s a weekly video to guide us as well. RSVP to 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to receive the Zoom link.  

Joi n  U s  for  a  S ec on d  H ou r   
P res en t at i on  o n  Ca reg i v i n g  
Sunday, March 10, 2024, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 
“Honor your gifts.”  1 Timothy 4:14 

 
The Congregational Care Team will be holding an informational event 

on Caregiving.  If you are providing caregiving to a family member, an adult 
child, in your home or living away or long distance, or perhaps a neighbor, 
being a caregiver brings many emotional, physical, and financial tolls on the 
most loving person.  We will discuss support, coping, advocacy, and 
resources, locally and websites all related to caregiving. 

The Rev. Charlotte Bell, MDIV, MSW is an ordained minister of the 
United Church of Christ and a member of CCA.  She has spent over 25 years 
as a medical social worker, specializing in end-of-life support, bereavement, 
grief, geriatrics, oncology, and perinatal loss. Charlotte worked as a clinical 
social worker with a focus on gerontology, having worked in a variety of 
senior residential settings.  She is trained and certified to support 
Alzheimer’s patient’s families, and caregivers.  She facilitates a monthly 
Caregivers Support Group for Woodfords Congregational Church, UCC in 
Portland, ME. 

Join us after worship and fellowship; get that extra cup of coffee and 
meet up in the parlor on the second floor opposite the church office at 
11:30 am.  It there are more people than chairs we will move to the 
sanctuary and meet informally there.  Resources will be available for you to 
take. 

 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
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It could also be argued that one reason why being a part of a faith 
community no longer feels relevant to those who’ve left it behind is because 
their perception or experience of “church” is that it chooses to set itself 
apart from the world, and its members are unconcerned about addressing 
the issues outside the sanctuary walls. The perception that most Christians 
adhere to a doctrinal faith ABOUT Jesus, rather than practice the neighbor-
loving faith OF Jesus, abounds. If asked, those of us who move in local 
ecumenical circles could name dozens of faith communities here in 
southern NH who are involved in service to their neighbor. Yet still, the 
perception that Christians are largely unconcerned about being Christ-like, 
sadly persists. For good reason. It’s not uncommon for any community to 
become so absorbed with internal concerns, conflicts, and budgets, that the 
needs of those outside the community slide onto the back burner, or fall 
completely off the table, or never make it onto the table to begin with.  

So, if we long to make a difference in the world, why not volunteer or 
donate to local non-profits directly (as many of us church-goers also do)? 
Why would we funnel our time, talent, and treasure through a faith 
community as we seek to serve others? The answer to this question is likely 
as unique and varied as those of you choose to be part of our faith 
community. Some of us need a safe space to weave our service into our 
faith journey. Some of us are longing to grow in our understanding of God 
and how God moves in our world and in our own lives, and we find it here, 
in community. For some of us, our friends and family have long been a part 
of this faith community, and this is where we find our sense of belonging. 
For some of us, our search for connection and meaning goes beyond 
making a difference in the individual lives of others by donating our time, 
talent, and treasure, and we truly believe that we’re called to serve as 
conduits for God’s love and grace – to make our world as a whole a better 
place. You might say, that making a difference as part of a faith community 
makes us harbingers of hope. Not that those who make a difference outside 
of faith communities are not harbingers of hope as well. This is not a 
comparison of “us” and “them” – because “WE” truly are in this together.  

However YOU answer the question, “Why do you come to church?” and 
whatever reason YOU have for choosing to make a difference as part of our 
CCA faith community, we are grateful that you are here. And we hope that 
you’ll join us in worship on March 17th for Faith Promise Sunday, as we 
celebrate the many ways we use our collective time, talent, and treasure to 
make a difference in our local community and our world. Because of YOU 
our church changes lives.  

Finally, if the reason why YOU come to church is because you’re in need 
of comfort, healing, or grace, and you don’t feel like you have anything to 
give or you believe you’re too small, insignificant, or broken to make a 
difference – we celebrate YOU on Faith Promise Sunday as well. Because 
when we choose to be in relationship with God, in community, the one life 
we truly have the power to change is our own.  

 
Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Maureen 

Making a Difference, continued from page 1 

C reat i v e  Wo rs hi p  
Sunday, March 17th  

at 10:00 a.m. 
 

D a v i d  a n d  
G o l i a t h  

 
This year we’re celebrating THE 

STORIES OF OUR FAITH during our 
monthly Creative Worship!  Each 
month we’ll focus on a different 
beloved story from our Bible and 
the message it has for all ages.   

In March, we’ll hear the story of 
David and Goliath. This iconic story 
reminds us that no matter how 
small, insignificant, or powerless we 
feel, when we allow God’s love to 
flow through us, we can do much 
more than we’ve ever imagined. 
This will also be “Faith Promise 
Sunday” – as we celebrate our giving 
to our annual Stewardship 
Campaign, which supports the many 
ministries of our church. All are 
invited to bring their pledge cards 
which we’ll collect during a special 
offering!  

We hope you can join us for this 
service, in-person or on online, as 
we continue on our Lenten journey. 
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Ou r  C hu rch  Mi n i s t r i es  
T h e Wo rs h i p  a n d  S pi r i t u a l  L i fe  Mi n i s t ry  

 
This is the second in a series of informational articles about our church’s four Ministries. This month the Worship & 

Spiritual Life Ministry will be examined.  According to the church Bylaws, approved in April 2018:  
The Worship and Spiritual Life Ministry actively works to make The Church a place of spiritual sustenance and 

growth for all on their faith journey.  It is responsible for worship, creating opportunities for fellowship, care of the 
congregation, and welcoming others. 

In order to carry out this mission, the ministry is made up of the following five teams:   
Diaconate- The Diaconate is a team of twelve members…They assist in the preparation and administration of the 

sacraments and shall aid generally in the spiritual care of The Church in cooperation with the Pastor(s).  They shall 
approve and recommend candidates for membership.  They shall be responsible for the care of the worship materials, 
including the communion set...  Specifically, Diaconate members support the pastors at all Sunday and special 
services, such as Maundy Thursday and memorial services.  They attend to a checklist of details which make the 
services run smoothly, everything from supplying the pastors with a fresh glass of water at the pulpit to making sure 
that the front door is locked after services. The monthly Deacon in Charge is responsible for recruiting church 
members to participate as ushers and liturgists as needed. The current Chair of the Diaconate is Sally Hooper. 

Fellowship- The Fellowship Team provides opportunities for church members to share experiences and socialize 
with one another.  Following all Sunday services, the team provides beverages and light refreshments. In addition, 
they plan and manage several social events throughout the year, including Game Night in February, a Kentucky 
Derby Party in May, an Ice cream Social in June, a lakeside cookout in August, and the Rally Day picnic in September.  
Meredith Dart is the current Chair of the Fellowship Team. 

Congregational Care- Working closely with the pastors, the Congregational Care Team led by Sara Phelps …
reflects our concern and care for each other and seeks to respond to the spiritual, emotional and tangible needs of our 
church community.  A small group of church members meet monthly with our pastors to review and organize current 
congregational care needs…Home and hospital visits, cards, phone calls, prayer chains, and arranging for rides and 
meals are a few of the ways that we care for one another in times of need. 

Music- Our Director of Music, Sara Phelps, directs the Chancel Choir, the Bell Choir and the Youth Choir. She 
works closely with our organist and accompanist Michael Havay to select music for Sunday worship. Michael provides 
the service music which includes the Prelude, Postlude and hymns. Our adult choirs rehearse every week, with the 
exception of the summer months. During the summer months there is special music for each service provided by 
musicians in our congregation. Throughout the church year there are special services where music is essential.  For 
example: Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday. We have a tradition of offering a free Holiday Concert as part of the 
Tree Lighting festivities in the village. Over 40 members of our church take part in our growing music program.  

Woman’s Association- The WA is a service, fellowship and fundraising organization within the church that benefits 
both The Church and the community.  The WA is a self-contained group with its own by-laws, officers, bank account, 
mission and membership criteria. A part of our church since 1865, the WA currently has 30 active members who meet 
informally on Monday mornings to prepare and plan their activities and fundraisers, and to socialize.  The proceeds 
from their Holiday Fair and Good Stuff Sales support both the church and community organizations.  The President of 
the WA is Adrienne Topliffe. 

The Adult Education Program is also a part of the Worship & Spiritual Life Ministry. There is plenty of opportunity 
for exploring our faith by participating in the Wednesday Morning Group, the Small Group Ministry, and the Racial 
Justice Group. Also, on six Wednesday evenings during Lent, the pastors lead a Lenten Study Series. The subject of 
this year’s discussion is a book entitled Hard and Holy Work. And occasionally a team or group will sponsor a Second 
Hour presentation on a specific topic. On March 10 after the Sunday service, Rev. Charlotte Bell will hold an 
informational event about Caregiving. Many more details on all these Adult Ed programs can be found on the Adult 
Education section under “Learning” on the church’s website.  

Sally Bowkett, a former deacon, longtime member of the WA, and member of the Racial Justice Group, is the 
current Worship & Spiritual Life Coordinator.  She represents the teams in this Ministry at the monthly Church Council 
meetings. 

 
Note: The text in this article which appears in italics is quoted from church publications. The Music section was 

provided by Sara Phelps. 
 
Written by Adrienne Topliffe 
 



P a g e  5  

Good  St u f f  Sa l e  D on a t i o n s  
 
It’s time to spring clean your home and collect 

good stuff for the Woman’s Associations' Annual 
Good Stuff Sale, which will be held Friday, April 28, 
4:00—7:00 p.m., and Saturday, April 29, 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. It would be helpful to have all clothing 
cleaned, sorted, bagged and possibly labeled for 
men, women, children and infants. We are 
collecting fine jewelry, costume and fun jewelry, 
good purses, backpacks, shoes, boots etc.; all accessories too. Household 
items: linens, sheets, towels, bedspreads, curtains, drapes, home decorative 
items, kitchen pots and pans, utensils, dishes, glassware, small appliances 
that work, small furniture, lamps, toys, games, puzzles, CDs, DVDs, books 
etc. You may leave bagged linens and clothing behind the curtain on the 
stage in the community room. Housewares, toys, glass, pots and pans etc. 
may be left in the vestry by the partition that says “Rummage Here.” Please 
do NOT donate bicycles, large sports equipment, big furniture, computers, 
TVs, textbooks, car seats or baby furniture. All proceeds go to our charities 
and other needs within our church. Thank you so much! If you have any 
questions please contact Sally Bowkett, 603-673-7409 or Alicia Wight 603-
345-0155 

A re Yo u  Mi s s i n g  
a  D i s h ?  

Over the last year or so, our 
kitchen has accumulated a large 
number of dishes and assorted 
kitchen and serveware.  Please take a 
moment to check the counter corner 
in the kitchen (you’ll see the pile) to 
see if something belongs to you. 

We have our annual Good Stuff 
sale coming up in the spring.  
Anything not claimed by then may 
find its way to the sale. 

We ek l y  Joy s  a n d  
Co n c e rn s  

 
The Sunday Joys and Concerns 

and Pastoral Prayer are emailed to 
those who want to include them in 
their daily personal prayers. 

If you would like to receive them 
each week, please let Andrea in the 
church office know: 
andrea@ccamherst.org. 

S HAR E  Food  Pan t ry  
  

The SHARE Food Pantry 
continues to be busy. Please know 
your donations are needed and 
truly appreciated.   

 
March Pantry Requests: 

canned fruit, flour, 
sugar, boxed cake 

mixes, baking 
supplies, coffee and 

tea, juice, granola  
  

Donations should be brought 
directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford. Thank you for your 
continuous support! 

A Fe w  Wo rds   
Abou t  t h e  We a t h e r…  

 
Church Closings Due to Bad 

Weather: 
 
As many know, even in March, 

New England weather is ever 
changing and at times can be quite 
unpredictable.  In the case of bad 
weather and the need to cancel an in-
person worship service, we will post 
announcements on WMUR Channel 9 
television, and on our website and 
Facebook pages. 

Of course, that doesn’t mean you 
will miss out on Sunday morning 
worship.  Our live streamed service 
will still be available for folks to tune 
to at 10:00 a.m. on our Facebook 
page, and we will continue to upload 
the recorded service to our website 
by noon. 

 

Vo l u n t e e rs  N e e de d  
fo r  L i v e s t rea m  

 
Volunteers are needed on 

Sunday mornings to help run the 
livestream camera and computer 
during worship.  It’s easy and we are 
hoping to train a few more folks so 
the rotation is easy on everyone. 
Contact Doug Topliffe to learn 
more. 
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Vacat i on  Bi b l e  S c hool  2 0 24  
Regi s t ra t i o n  o pe n s  Ma rc h 10 t h  

 
SCUBA VBS will be held the week of 

August 12th – 16th from 9AM – noon each day.    
Children age 3 through rising 5th 

graders:  Join us for a week of music, crafts, 
snacks, games, science, and more.  Each day 
will focus on a different Bible Story theme.   
The cost is $25 for one child, or $50 for a 
family with 2 or more children.  Please 
contact Larissa Riley or one of our pastors if 
you are in need of financial assistance.     

Middle School and High School Youth:  Youth Volunteers participate 
in all the fun while gaining leadership experience.  They will be leading the 
younger children and assisting with activities.   There is no charge, and each 
volunteer will receive a Staff T-shirt.  We will sign off on Community Service 
Hours if needed for school, scouts, honor societies, etc.    

Adults:  Adult volunteers lead activities and supervise children during 
the week of VBS.  Others are needed before and after VBS to prepare 
materials, decorate, or clean up.  If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Larissa Riley or Gretchen Davis so we can talk about the role that 
best fits your skills, interests and availability.    

Details and Registration: www.ccamherst.org/church-school 
Questions?  Contact Larissa Riley:  churchschool@ccamherst.org 
 

W hat ’s  G ro w i n g i n  
t h e  G re en h ou s e ?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greenhouse Youth Ministry  
St. Patrick’s Day  

Party/Bonfire 
 

We will be having an all youth 
St. Patrick’s Day party and bonfire 
on Sunday, March 17 from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m.  This is open to any and all 
students ages 5th to 12th grade.  
Wear green and invite your friends 
for a great time! 

RSVP to Pastor Kevin if you/your 
student are planning to attend. 

 
 

Confirmation Retreat 
 
We will be having our 

confirmation retreat on Sunday, 
March 3 from noon to 8:00 p.m. at 
our church. 

Confirmation classes this month 
are March 7 and March 21 from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

Service Trip Fundraisers 
 
We will be having a senior high 

service trip Cookie Walk fundraiser 
on Palm Sunday, March 24, directly 
after church.  We will be looki gor 
student volunteers to work at the 
cookie walk, and volunteers of all 
ages to donate cookies and other 
baked goods.  Please reach out to 
Pastor Kevin if you are able to help 
us in our trip to serve the people of 
Kentucky. 

2 0 24  St a r  Gat h e r i n g U C C  Co n fe ren c e s  
 
For over 50 years, people have traveled to a retreat center on Star Island 

off the coast of New Hampshire to attend UCC Star Gathering 
Conferences. The SG1 and SG2 Family and the SG Family Weekend 
conferences are open to all - singles with or without children, couples with 
or without children - all ages are invited and included! There is 
programming for everyone. Your time on Star Island can be as busy as you 
would like it to be or it can be completely unscheduled. The SG1 Youth 
conference runs separately with its own staff and is open to 9th graders 
through graduating seniors. SG2 has an integrated youth program. 

 
The Star Gathering Conference 2024 dates are:  
STAR GATHERING 1 FAMILY: JULY 28 - AUGUST 4 
STAR GATHERING 1 YOUTH: JULY 28 - AUGUST 4 
STAR GATHERING 2 FAMILY & YOUTH: AUGUST 4 - 11 
STAR GATHERING FAMILY WEEKEND: AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 2 
 
A week on Star Island has something for everyone, family time, time to 

be alone, time to build your artistic skills, and time to reflect and recharge. 
Most of all, it is a chance to be a part of an extraordinary, warm and 
nurturing community.  

 
LEARN MORE: WWW.STARGATHERING.ORG 

http://WWW.STARGATHERING.ORG
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