
  

 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“Father, it’s time. 
Display the bright splendor of your Son 

So the Son in turn may show your bright splendor. 
You put him in charge of everything human 

So he might give real and eternal life to all in his care. 
And this is the real and eternal life: 

That they know you, 
The one and only true God, 

And Jesus Christ, whom you sent.” 
 

—Jesus’ Prayer for His Disciples (John 17:1-3) 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 
 
March 10, 2024 Fourth Sunday in Lent 10:00 a.m. 
 Woman’s Association Sunday 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Largo Elizabeth Stirling  
 
INTROIT 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Please rise as you are able in body or spirit. 
 
One:  People of God, believe this – 
 God loves the world, 
 we are beloved! 
Many: May the truth of this great love story, 
 shine through our worship today, 
 and renew our sense of calling. 
 
One: We come before God, as we are 
 with our weariness and our vitality, 
 our despairing and our hope; 
Many: We come before God, as we are 
  with our doubt and our faith, 
  our hesitations and our longings. 
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One: We come, to discover yet again 
 how Jesus reveals  
 God’s love and mercy. 
Many:  We come to listen for God’s Word to us, 
 to offer our prayers, 
 and worship as we are! 
 
*HYMN What Gift Can We Bring?  inside back page 9 
 
Jane Marshall, 1980:  Jane Marshall received the first “Woman of Achievement” award at Perkins 
School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, where she teaches.  She wrote this hymn for the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of her home church, Northaven United Methodist Church in Dallas. 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
Welcoming God, we give thanks that you have called us to be your people.  
When we’ve lost our way, you have sent your light.  
When we are weary and discouraged, you lift us up.  
On this journey of Lent, lead us to the joy of discovery  
and a vision of future possibilities.  
Unite us in relationship with one another,  
and be with us and in us now,  
as we pray in the words that Jesus taught us:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
LENTEN LITANY OF CONFESSION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
One:  Reconciling God, 
Many: Creator of all. 
 
One: In this Lenten season, we look deeply into our hearts, 
Many: To better understand how we might live into your call.  
 
One: We admit that we too often focus on our own needs  
 rather than on the well-being of all your children.  
Many: We’re quick to judge others and name their failings  
 but often struggle to see our own shortcomings. 
 

Continued next page 
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One: We dehumanize those we don’t understand,  
 making it easier to dismiss them. 
Many: We distance ourselves from those who disappoint us  
 or remind us of our own frailty. 
 
One:  We ask you, O God, to lift us to a higher, holier purpose. 
Many: Help us to draw as close to each other as you drew to us in Christ. 
 
One:   God responds to our request for healing with abundant mercy and grace.  
All: We are forgiven, always! Amen! 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  
         Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
         As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
         World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
TIME FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
ANTHEM A Clean Heart Bobby Huguley 
 Chancel Choir 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON John 3:14-21    
 
    And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God 
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
SERMON “Live Eternally” 
 
*HYMN In the Bulb There Is a Flower inside back page 10 
 
Natalie Sleeth, 1985:  Natalie Sleeth composed her “Hymn of Promise” first as a choral anthem and 
then adapted it to this version for congregational singing.  It was dedicated to her husband, Ronald 
Sleeth, who died shortly after she completed it. 
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Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew.  Cards will be collected by one of the 
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
WA MOMENT and INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS Sue Stout 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen Florence B. Price 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH, No. 592) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
Creating God, you call us to join in your work of love in the world, and you equip us with all 
we need to follow your lead. Make us generous of hand, heart, and mind, as you are. As we 
return to you a portion of your gifts, we pray you would receive them as a sign of our 
gratitude for your unending love, and guide us as we offer our whole selves in your service. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN I Need You Every Hour inside back page 11 
 
Annie S. Hawks, 1872:  First sung at a convention of the National Baptist Sunday School Association, 
this hymn was used by Dwight Moody and Ira Sankey in both England and the United States.  Annie S. 
Hawks, a Baptist, was the author of some 400 hymns. 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Fuga III from 3 Preludes & Fugues, Op. 16 Clara Schumann  
 
 
(*Please rise as you are able in body or spirit.) 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is staffed and available for parents with young children.    

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
John Swanson Deacon in Charge 
Sally Bowkett Liturgist 
Carol Lyon, Kay Steeves Greeters 
Sheryl Gottwald, Regina Kinney, Carol St. Jean, Adrienne Topliffe Ushers 
Patricia Bodan Videographer 

****************************************************** 
 

LEADING OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY 
 
Larissa Riley Church School Coordinator, Teacher Elementary 
Vicky Leknes Teacher, Preschool to Kindergarten 
Dave Hagerstrom Teacher, Grades 5 to 7 
Gretchen Davis Nursery Attendant 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by 
the Woman’s Association, in memory of Anne 
Krantz, who supplied our church’s altar flowers 
for over two decades. Recently her husband Ted 
gave a generous donation in Anne’s memory to 
the church’s Altar & Sanctuary Flower Account. 
We are grateful that his gift will provide funding 
for altar flowers for many Sundays to come. 
 
TODAY IS WOMAN COMPOSER SUNDAY:  For 
centuries, women were excluded or 
discouraged from contributing music for the 
church. Established in 2021 by the Society of 
Women Organists and Royal College of 
Organists in the United Kingdom and adopted 
by the American Guild of Organists, Woman 
Composer Sunday raises awareness of the 
contributions of these composers during 
Women’s History Month. Our organist, Michael 
Havay, is joining others in the U.K., United 
States, and around the world on this day by 
performing music written by women for the 
organ voluntaries. 
 

Financial Summary 
(as of January 31, 2024) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $280,781 $282,003 $(1,223) 
Expenses $270,232 $279,808 $(9,576) 
Net Income $  10,549 $    2,196 $ 8,354 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell, 
Don Lyon, Paul Spiess (Treasurer), Doug Topliffe, 
and Todd Whitney. 

SCUBA Vacation Bible School 2024 will be 
held August 12-16 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  
Registration is now open for children and/or 
youth volunteers at www.ccamherst.org/
church-school. Contact Larissa Riley or 
Gretchen Davis with any questions.   

http://www.ccamherst.org/church-school
http://www.ccamherst.org/church-school
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Our Church Calendar 

March 10–16, 2024 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  
of recurring meetings with their links can be  
found  in the member section of our website. 

 

Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship  
 11:30 a.m. Second Hour: 
  Caregiving 
 11:30 a.m. Racial Justice Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Workshop 
 
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. WA Board 
   7:00 p.m. Diaconate 
   7:00 p.m. Trustees of the  
  Facility 
 
Wednesday   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
   6:30 p.m. Lenten Series 
 
Thursday   9:30 a.m. Congregational Care 
   4:00 p.m. Communications 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
   6:00 p.m. Budget & Finance 
  Team 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

JOIN US AFTER WORSHIP TODAY FOR A 
SECOND HOUR PRESENTATION ON 
CAREGIVING:  If you are providing caregiving to 
a family member, an adult child, in your home or 
living away or long distance, or perhaps a 
neighbor, being a caregiver brings many 
emotional, physical, and financial tolls on the 
most loving person.  We will discuss support, 
coping, advocacy, and resources, locally and 
websites all related to caregiving. This 
presentation is being led by the Rev. Charlotte 
Bell, MDIV, MSW, and member of our church.   

Join us after worship and fellowship; get 
that extra cup of coffee and meet up in the 
parlor on the second floor opposite the church 
office at 11:30 am.   

 
GOOD STUFF SALE DONATIONS: It’s time to 
spring clean your home and collect good stuff 
for the Woman’s Associations' Annual Good 
Stuff Sale, which will be held Friday, April 26, 
4:00—7:00 p.m., and Saturday, April 27, 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. It would be helpful to have all 
clothing cleaned, sorted, bagged and possibly 
labeled for men, women, children and infants. 
We are collecting fine jewelry, costume and fun 
jewelry, good purses, backpacks, shoes, boots 
etc.; all accessories too. Household items: linens, 
sheets, towels, bedspreads, curtains, drapes, 
home decorative items, kitchen pots and pans, 
utensils, dishes, glassware, small appliances that 
work, small furniture, lamps, toys, games, 
puzzles, CDs, DVDs, books etc. You may leave 
bagged linens and clothing behind the curtain 
on the stage in the community room. 
Housewares, toys, glass, pots and pans etc. may 
be left in the vestry by the partition that says 
“Rummage Here.” Please do NOT donate 
bicycles, large sports equipment, big furniture, 
computers, TVs, textbooks, car seats or baby 
furniture. All proceeds go to our charities and 
other needs within our church. Thank you so 
much! If you have any questions please contact 
Sally Bowkett, 603-673-7409 or Alicia Wight 
603-345-0155. 

OUR LENTEN SERIES, Hard and Holy Work, 
continues meeting on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. during Lent.  We gather 
on Zoom to explore a wonderful and unique 
guide for our Lenten journey: Hard and Holy 
Work, by Mary Alice Birdwhistell and Tyler D. 
Mayfield. While the “work” of Lent often has us 
looking inward, to enact change in our hearts, 
this book also encourages us to look outward, 
to enact change in our world. Copies of the 
book are available in the church office for $15.  
All are welcome to participate! RSVP to 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to receive the 
Zoom link. 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
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Sunday, March 10, 2024 
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An Opportunity to GIVE  
Is An Opportunity to SERVE 

 
 

Since 1940 the Woman’s Association has held Good Stuff Sales, formerly Rum-
mage Sales, and Holiday Fairs to raise funds for our church and charitable endeav-
ors. Your shared help of time, talent and treasure has helped us to serve others. 
These are some of the folks that you have helped: 

 
❖ A great grandmother, who has clothed generations of her family. 
❖ A neighbor Henry, who takes bags of clothing to Liberty House, a program for 

homeless veterans, male and female.  
❖ A woman who is still replacing things she lost in a house fire. 
❖ A woman named Ruth, who gathers bags of clothing to be sent to the Lakota 

people in South Dakota.  
❖ The Amherst Lions Club has shopped for coats and jackets for people in north-

ern New Hampshire.  
❖ We put together bags of baby, toddler and youth clothing for the Pass Along 

Project, an organization that supplies foster parents with clothing items needed 
to care for a child.  

❖ Kitchen items are given to teens aging out of foster care who are on their own.  
❖ Household items are donated to Bridges Domestic & Sexual Violence Support, 

Home Starter, and other organizations. 
❖ The Milford Rotary, Stepping Stones, and local animal shelters also shop for free 

for needed items. 
 
After this April’s Good Stuff Sale, unsold household items will go to Goodwill. 

Our leftover clothing, shoes, and linens will go into the Ecosmith Recyclers trailer 
at the Amherst Meeting Place. Proceeds from these donations will be used to sup-
plement our church fundraising efforts.  

 
The Woman’s Association SERVES because you all took the opportunity to 

GIVE. Thank you so very much. 
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THE WOMAN’S ASSOCIATION 
 
 

“For it is in giving, that we receive.” 
—Francis of Assisi 

 
The Woman’s Association has been a part of the church and community since 

1865.  The Good Stuff rummage sales and The Holiday Fair have been the sources 
of income for our merry band of women for decades.  You, the congregation, have 
played an important role helping us reach our goals by generously sharing your 
time, talent, treasures, and rummage, helping us make the following monetary con-
tributions over the past year: 
 

 
 

In addition, we give the pastors, Andrea Cyr, and the custodial staff a monetary 
gift every Christmas. 
 

Holiday Toy Store $250 

Greater Nashua Habitat for Humanity $100 

SHARE $300 

Bridges Domestic & Sexual Violence $300 

CliF Book Drive $300 

Souhegan Valley Transport (Blue Bus) $300 

New Hampshire Food Bank $300 

Stepping Stones $800 

Tirrell House clothing $320 

CCA Handrail project $2,500 

CCA Annual Pledge $10,000 

CCA extra gift $1,000 

CCA Kitchen Supplies $100 

Grand Total $16,570 


