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“Are We There Yet?” 
Rev. Maureen Frescott, Senior Pastor 

December 2023 
         
We’ve all said it. At one time or another, whether young or old, we’ve all 

uttered the phrase, “Are we there yet?” From back seats, passenger seats, 
and airplane and train seats. In any seat where the destination is the point of 
the journey, and we seemingly have little control over how quickly we get 
there. Especially if we’re not the one driving the car, flying the plane, or 
choosing where and when to stop the train. We’re all likely equally guilty of 
uttering the phrase “Are we there yet?” from the seats we occupy in church 
as well. When the announcements before worship go on too long, when 
we’re looking forward to the Children’s Time or hearing our choirs sing or 
ring, when the preacher misses the exit ramp on the sermon and we find 
ourselves hopelessly lost, or meandering for miles down a road we’ve 
already traveled (guilty as charged).  

Whether our “Are we there yet?” is uttered in anticipation or frustration, 
it’s the waiting that gets to us. Not getting what we want, when we want it, is 
discomforting. Not knowing when we’ll get it is discomforting as well. And 
as busy people with important things to do, the time we spend waiting can 
feel like it’s been wasted or stolen from us. And that’s discomforting as well. 
Whether we’re waiting to get to the head of a line, waiting for a long winter 
to end, or waiting for test results or a diagnosis to move us out of 
uncertainty, it’s hard not to feel like we’re squandering our time. Time that 
would have been better spent doing anything but waiting. 

Continued page 3 

Advent Vespers 
Service 

Wednesday, December 13 
7:00 p.m.  

 
In the busy weeks that lead up 

to Christmas we can sometimes lose 
sight of “the reason for the season” 
of Advent. Advent is meant to be a 
peaceful time of anticipation and 
preparation, a time of joy and hope. 
Advent is also a time for those who 
aren’t feeling joyous to find a space 
for their uncertainty, apprehension, 
and grief. Advent gives us 
permission to honor the part of 
ourselves that is longing to slow 
down, to take a breath, to be instead 
of do. It also provides us an 
opportunity to find comfort in the 
darkness.  

Join us for a time of quiet 
prayer, reflective readings, candle 
lighting, and meditative music.   
Come experience Advent and take a 
break from the busyness of 
Christmas. Come as you are and just 
be.  

Home for the Holidays at Journey Cake Farm  
 
Kick off your holidays with fun, food, and festive company! The church is 

sponsoring HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS, a unique event at one of Amherst’s 
historic houses, decorated for the season.  Gather at Journey Cake Farm on 
Sunday, December 17 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. and savor hot and cold hors 
d’oeuvres prepared by Celebrations of Nashua, enjoy music by two local 
pianists, and join in a scavenger hunt within the sprawling 1841 home.  

This is a special opportunity to join with friends, enjoy holiday fare, AND 
support the church at the same time. Reservations are $75/pp, must be 
made online at https://www.ccamherst.org/holidays and are limited to 60 
guests. There will be a cash bar and a 50/50 raffle.  

Please note there is NO PARKING ONSITE. All attendees must take the 
complimentary shuttle to the venue from the Meeting Place Plaza, 199 State 
Route 101, Amherst.  

The venue, 226 State Route 101, Amherst, has been graciously provided 
by Laura and Bill Ferry and all proceeds benefit the church! Encourage 
and invite friends and family to join in this exceptional event – and sign up 
early to ensure your reservation.  

https://www.ccamherst.org/holidays
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VILLAGE SPIRE 
A Parish Newsletter 

 
The Congregational Church of 

Amherst, NH, United Church of Christ 
11 Church Street 

Amherst, NH  03031 
 

No matter who you are or  
where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here. 
 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 

Church school available. 
 

How to reach us: 
Office Phone  (603) 673-3231, 

(603) 673-6848 
www.ccamherst.org 

Facebook.com/ccamherst 
Instagram.com/ccamherstnh 

  
The church office is open  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and  

is available by telephone and email  
Monday through Friday. 

 
Send in all newsletter articles 
by the fifteenth of the month. 

 
Items for the Sunday bulletin  
are due Thursday morning. 

 
*********************** 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott 
Senior Pastor 

pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 
 

Kevin G. S. Marsh 
Acting Associate Pastor 

pastorkevin@ccamherst.org 
 

Andrea Cyr 
Church Office Administrator 

andrea@ccamherst.org 
 

Sara L. Phelps 
Director of Music 

kalben1@comcast.net 
 

Michael Havay 
Organist 

michaelh117@gmail.com 
 

Larissa Riley 
Church School Coordinator 

churchschool@ccamherst.org 

Christmas Eve Services  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent—10:00 a.m. 

Join us at 10:00 a.m. on Christmas Eve for our 
Sunday morning worship as we celebrate the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent – the Sunday of Love – as we 
anticipate the arrival of the Christ Child!  Our 
Chancel Choir will sing.   No Church School. 

 

Christmas Eve—5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  

Our 5:00 p.m. Family Service is tailored for families with young 
children and for the young at heart. Come hear the Christmas story as told 
by our youth groups and confirmands in our traditional Christmas pageant. 
We’ll raise our child-friendly glow stick “candles” as we sing Silent Night and 
Joy to the World together! 

Our 8:00 p.m. Candlelight Service tells the Christmas story through 
lessons and carols with music from our Bell and Chancel Choirs. As the 
sanctuary gradually fills with candlelight and the singing of Silent Night, we 
proclaim the birth of Jesus, the light of the world!  

Both services will be livestreamed on Facebook and will be 
available on our website after 9:30 p.m. 

The Christmas Fund for the  
Veterans of the Cross  

and the Emergency Fund  
 

“Grace upon Grace.” John 1:16 
 
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the 

Cross and the Emergency Fund is a unique 
special mission offering of the United Church of 
Christ that allows us to recognize and honor 
those who serve our beloved church.  One of 
the special aspects of the Christmas Fund is that 
the funds do not support programs, make 
grants to institutions, or fund advocacy 
programs, but rather, they provide direct 
financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay employees. 

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay 
employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing 
emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health 
premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our 
lower-income retirees. 

United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the 
Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year, your care 
and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of the 
church who are facing a time of need. Thank you! 

This appeal will run for the month of December. To donate, visit our 
online giving page (in the Missions text box please type Christmas Fund) or 
send a check to the church office (11 Church St. Amherst NH 03031) with 
The Christmas Fund in the memo line. 
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Given our discomfort with waiting, we may wonder why our church 
calendar gives us two entire seasons where we find ourselves asking, “Are 
we there yet?” We have the season of Lent – the 40-day journey in the 
wilderness that has us anticipating the joy of Easter, and we have the season 
of Advent, the four-week journey in the darkness that has us anticipating the 
light of Christmas. The season of Lent challenges us to look inward, to let go 
of old ways that keep us from being raised anew in God’s way. And the 
season of Advent challenges us to look outward, to acknowledge where the 
inbreaking of God’s world is desperately needed in our world. Neither 
exercise is particularly comfortable, but both are necessary if we’re serious 
about practicing our faith and bettering ourselves and our world as a result.  
Which is why our church calendar gives us two opportunities to spend time 
in the discomfort.  

Advent is arguably the easier of the two “Are we there yet?” seasons to 
navigate. As we can’t avoid the spillage of Christmas as its observed in our 
wider culture. Even if we’re intentional about slowing down, spending time 
in the darkness, sitting with the anticipation, we do so while humming 
Christmas carols, attending Christmas parties and concerts, and buying and 
wrapping Christmas gifts. There is a joy in the season that is inescapable, 
even if we’re forcing ourselves to feel it. Yet this inbreaking of light into a 
season that is supposedly meant to be spent in the darkness gives us a truer 
sense of what it was like for those who were waiting for God’s light prior to 
Jesus’ arrival.  The anticipation of God’s inbreaking through Jesus brought 
hope in the discomfort. For those longing for liberation, for a messiah, for a 
savior, for the upside-down Kingdom that God promised to bring, the time 
spent in darkness was made bearable by the mere anticipation of the light 
yet to come.          

Like the Christmas lights that glow on the village green or flicker in the 
windows of people’s homes, giving us an inbreaking of warmth and 
brightness as we venture out on cold and dark December nights, the season 
of Advent is a time of waiting that brings comfort within the discomfort. So 
as you await the arrival of Christmas Day, taking note of all the places and 
people who long for God’s inbreaking, take the time you need to feel the 
joy as well. Bake something for Breakfast with Santa (Dec 2), sing along with 
our choir at our Family Christmas Concert (Dec 10), lift up a prayer at our 
Advent Vesper Service (Dec 13), watch our children tell the nativity story in 
our Church School Christmas pageant (Dec 17), and come Christmas Eve 
morning (10:00 a.m.) or evening (5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.) to hear the story 
anew.  

The season of Advent begins on Sunday, December 3rd. We hope you 
can join us for all or part of the journey. And even if you find yourself 
uttering the phrase, “Are we there yet?” – when the parties and pageants 
and promises keep you waiting or are not what you want them to be - may 
you do so knowing that Christmas Day will come, as it always does. As God’s 
light breaks into our world yet again.  

 
Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Maureen 

Are We There Yet? continued from page 1 

Creative Worship 
Sunday, December 17 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

“Mary and Joseph” 
 
This year we’re celebrating THE 

STORIES OF OUR FAITH during our 
monthly Creative Worship!  Each 
month we’ll focus on a different 
beloved story from our Bible and 
the message it has for all ages.   

In December, we’ll hear the 
story of Mary and Joseph. Our 
children will begin the service by 
telling the traditional nativity story 
with their annual Church School 
Christmas Pageant. Then our 
children will head off to church 
school, and we’ll spend time with 
Mary and Joseph before Jesus was 
born, when Joseph had a dream 
and Mary sang a song about what 
was to come. We hope you can join 
us, either in-person or online!  

 

Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

Friday, December 29 
12:00—5:00 p.m. 

 
To schedule your lifesaving 

donation, please visit 
redcrossblood.org and enter 
sponsor code ACCNH.  You can 
also call 1-800-REDCROSS. 

Streamline you donation 
experience and save up to 15 
minutes by visiting 
redcrossblood.org/rapidpass to 
complete your pre-donation 
reading and health history 
questions on the day of your 
appointment. 



P a g e  4  

Wednesday Morning Adult Ed 
 

Understanding the 
New Testament  

 
December 6th and 20th  

10:00-11:30 a.m. on Zoom 
  
Why do we have four Gospels? 

Why do they contradict each other 
at times? What is the Book of 
Revelation really about? This fall, 
we’re continuing our year-long look 
at the New Testament with this 
Great Courses video lecture series. 
No Bible knowledge is necessary, 
and newcomers are welcome! In 
each session, we watch a video 
together as a group and then have a 
discussion facilitated by Pastor 
Maureen. The class meets every first 
and third Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 
from September through May. We 
meet on Zoom because we’ve found 
this to be a more inclusive way to be 
together. Please RSVP to 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to 
receive the Zoom link, or access the 
link on our church website in the 
Members Section under 
“Wednesday Adult Ed.” 

 
Understanding the New 

Testament – Upcoming Sessions  
 

December 6 The Abraham Letters: 
Hebrews and James 

December 20 Churches in Crisis in 
1st and 2nd Peter and 
Jude 

January 17 New Leaders in the 
Pastoral Epistles 

February 7 Revelation: 
Envisioning God’s 
Reality 

February 21 The Quest for Unity in 
the New Testament 

 
 

Small Group Ministry  
 

What is Small Group Ministry? 
 Small Group Ministry is where 8-10 people 

meet with the intention of establishing deeper 
connections with each other and with God.  

 Allows for deeper conversations that we can’t 
always have in committee meetings or during 
coffee hour. 

 The groups meet once a month from October 
to June, and are led by lay members of the 
congregation.   

 The group meetings run 1.5 hours and include 
a check-in, a short topic reading, discussion of 
the topic, and closing prayer.   
 

Choose a Group!  
First Tuesday 1:30–3:00 p.m. 
First Sunday 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

All groups will meet in-person or on Zoom as needed. 
 

How To Get Involved 
You may join a group at any time of the year as long as your choice is 

still open. Each group is limited to ten members.  Sign up online at 
ccamherst.org or contact Pastor Maureen at 603-673-3231 x11, 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 

 
This year our Small Groups will focus on the STORIES OF OUR FAITH 

theme that is guiding our Creative Worship and other church programs. 
Each month we’ll focus on a different beloved Bible story and how it 
connects with our faith journey! 

 
Remaining Schedule for 2023-2024 
December:   Abraham and Sarah 
January:    Moses and the Mountain  
February:    The Patience of Job 
March:    David and Goliath 
April:    Mary of Magdala 
May:   Saul Becomes Paul 
June:   Peter the Rock  

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
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December Church School Schedule  
 
12/3:  Church school followed by pageant practice in the sanctuary. 
12/10:  Church school followed by pageant practice in the sanctuary. 
12/17:  Mini Pageant during Children’s Time and then regular church 

school classes. 
12/24:  *No Church School (Christmas Eve) 
12/31:  *No Church School (New Year’s Eve) 
*While we do not have church school during Christmas vacation, 

children are always welcome to attend worship with their families.  Regular 
church school classes will resume on January 7. 

 
Church School Mini Pageant Practice 
All children participating in the Mini Christmas Pageant on 
December 17th should meet in the sanctuary after worship 
on December 3rd and December 10th for rehearsal and 
costume fittings.   Please contact Larissa Riley if you have 
any questions.   

A Classic Ornament 
Returns 

 
This ornament, featuring the 

Brick School, our Church steeple, 
and the Amherst Town Library, is 
bound to become one of your 
Christmas treasures. First offered 15 
years ago by the Christmas in 
Amherst Village team, this classic is 
available this season for $20. 
Ornaments can be purchased in the 
community room after worship on 
Sundays in December, or by 
stopping by the church office during 
office hours (Mon., Wed., Fri. 10-1). 
All proceeds benefit our church!  

  

Racial Justice 
 
The Racial Justice Team invites you to join us for 

our new book discussion. On Sunday, December 10 
directly after our 10:00 a.m. worship service we’ll 
gather to discuss chapter two of the book The Black 
Friend by Frederick Joseph.  We hope that you will 
join us for this opportunity of discussion and self-
reflection as we try to tangibly love our neighbors as 
ourselves.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Pastor Kevin.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come join us for our… 
 

Jr./Sr. High  
Christmas Eve Pageant 

 
We need students to do both 

speaking and non-speaking parts  
for our Jr./Sr. High Christmas Eve 

Pageant during our 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Family Service! 

 
If you would like to join us,  

contact Pastor Kevin 
(pastorkevin@ccamherst.org)  

to sign up! What’s Growing in the Greenhouse?  
 

What’s happening in December? 
 

Senior High Youth Group (grades 9-12)  
Meets Sunday evenings 4:30—6:00 p.m. 

 December 3 Youth Group 

 December 10 Holiday Party 

 
Middle School Youth Group (grades 5-8)  

Meets 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

 December 3 Holiday Party 
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A Few Words About the 
Weather… 

 
Church Closings Due to Bad Weather:  As 
many know, New England weather is ever 
changing and at times can be quite 
unpredictable.  In the case of bad weather and 

the need to cancel an in-person worship service, we will post 
announcements on WMUR Channel 9 television, and on our website and 
Facebook pages. 

Of course, that doesn’t mean you will miss out on Sunday morning 
worship.  Our live streamed service will still be available for folks to tune in 
to at 10:00 a.m. on our Facebook page, and we will continue to upload the 
recorded service to our website by noon. 

 
Beware of Falling Snow and Ice:  During the winter months, we want 

to remind everyone that snow and ice may fall from our roof at any time.  
Please use caution when in our driveway, and do not walk too close to the 
building. 

Meet Our New Members!  
This fall, we’ve welcomed three new members into our church family!   
 
Reid Cunningham joined our congregation on Sunday, September 24th. 

Reid and his wife, Jennie, moved to Amherst from Rochester NY during the 
summer of 2021. They have four children, Rhys, 14, Claire, 19, Phoebe, 25, 
and Mary, 27. Reid grew up in Connecticut and he and Jennie raised their 
family in upstate NY, where they lived for 22 years. The family also lived 
overseas, in the UK, for four years. Reid is currently a patent attorney at DEKA 
Research and Development in Manchester. He loves singing in our choir and 
his passions are boat building, rowing, and restoring old cars and trucks. Reid 
has also recently discerned a call to the ministry, and has begun the journey 
towards seminary and becoming a Member in Discernment in the United 
Church of Christ. 

 
Susan Deschenes and Fred Dyke joined our 

congregation on Sunday, November 12th. Susan and Fred live 
here in Amherst with their cat Zippo. Susan was born and 
raised in Nashua and is currently the Coordinator of the RISE 
program a Rivier University. Previously, she worked for more 
than 20 years as a public librarian. She loves to sing in the 
choir, play the piano, take walks, read, and cook. Fred is a 
retired chemical engineer and a current house husband. He 
came here to Amherst via MA, PA, and TX.  He has two sons 
from a previous marriage and several grandchildren. His 
passion is photography, and he’s currently working on a 
project photographing New Hampshire’s covered bridges.  

 

SHARE Food Pantry  
  
The SHARE Food Pantry 

continues to be busy. Please know 
your donations are needed and truly 
appreciated.   

 
December 

Pantry Requests: 
pancake mix and 
syrup, condiments, 
cooking sauces 
and seasonings, 
cooking oils, jelly, 
cold cereal. 

 
Donations should be brought 

directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford.  Thank you for your 
continuous support! 
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Celebrate the Season of Giving  
  

The Christmas season is just around the corner 
and the World Service team is again partnering 
with two organizations to help ensure that all in our 
community experience the joy of the holidays. As 
you can see below, there is a way for everyone to 
participate, and a wide variety of those to support.  

We will again be signing up online, using SignUp Genius. There will still 
be a “Giving Tree” at the church, but this year, the stars will have instructions 
on how to use the signup tool. We will also have members of the team 
available after in-person worship on November 19, 26, and December 3 to 
answer questions and help those that may need assistance.   

 
Important Dates:  
Nov. 19 – Dec. 9: Dates to sign up for gifts – information will be sent out 

by email. 
Nov 19, 26, Dec. 3: Members of World Service Team available to help, 

after in-person worship. 
Dec 10: Deadline to drop off gifts to church. 
 
Crestwood Nursing Home: We will continue our annual tradition of 

purchasing gifts for each resident from their specific wish lists.  You will be 
able to view the wish lists and choose a resident that speaks to your heart. 

 
Family Promise of Southern NH (formerly Anne-Marie House): They 

have moved to a larger facility and are now housing approximately 40 
children and their families, almost double what they used to be able to 
accommodate.  Each child has at least one special item on their Christmas 
list.  Santa, Mrs. Claus, and members of the World Service team will deliver 
these gifts in person on December 18th. 

 
All gifts are due back to the church no later than end of worship 

Sunday, Dec. 10th  
Crestwood gifts should be returned unwrapped in a gift bag, with the 

name of the resident clearly visible on the bag, and gift wrap included. 
Family Promise gifts should be wrapped and returned with a tag with 

the name/age of the child. 
For more information please visit our https://www.ccamherst.org/

christmasgifts/ 
 

Thank You from the 
Diaconate  

   
The Deacons would like to thank 

you all for your generosity over the 
past months in supporting our 
Friendship Basket outreach mission. 
Prior to the Thanksgiving holiday, 
we were able to provide 16 
individuals or families in the area 
with $50 Walmart or Market Basket 
gift cards, making their holidays a 
little brighter.   

Ways to Enhance Your 
Annual Giving  

 
December offers a unique 

opportunity to “tax advantage” your 
annual pledge to the church by 
transferring appreciated stock from 
your investment portfolio to fulfill 
your annual commitment.  

It is quite simple; call your 
broker or investment manager, 
choose a significantly appreciated 
stock, calculate the number of 
shares you want to transfer to the 
church’s account, then call Andrea 
Cyr, to get the transfer information 
for your broker. The stock can be 
transferred in a day, but don’t wait 
beyond mid-December due to year 
end activity! 

Happy Holidays, 
Paul Spiess,  
Church Treasurer 

Financial Summary 
(as of October 31, 2023) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 

Income $178,298 $184,943 $  (6,645) 
Expenses $162,991 $173,298 $(10,307) 
Net Income $  15,307 $  11,645 $    3,663 

  
Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole dollar; as such, some 

columns may not appear to total correctly.  We hope you are finding this 
information helpful.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Ken Bell, Don Lyon, Paul Spiess 
(Treasurer), Doug Topliffe, and Todd Whitney (chair). 

https://www.ccamherst.org/christmasgifts/
https://www.ccamherst.org/christmasgifts/
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