
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

    “Our siblings push buttons that cast us in roles  
we felt sure we had let go of long ago.”  

 
– Jane Mersky Leder 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
July 16, 2023 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE I’ve Been in the Storm So Long  David Kidwell  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Please rise as you are able in body or spirit. 
 
One: We give thanks to God,  
 whose love is unconditional. 
Many: We give thanks to God,  
 whose love is bountiful. 
 
One: We give thanks to God,  
 who gives us all that we have. 
Many: We give thanks to God,  
 who gives us all that we need. 
 
One: When we cling to a sense of scarcity… 
Many: God shows us a universe that is infinite. 
One: When we are fearful of losing what is fleeting… 
Many: God teaches us to value what is eternal. 
 
One: When our lives are overtaken by busyness or loneliness… 
Many: God calls us back to worship  
 and to communion with one another. 
All: Let us join our voices together in gratitude and song!  
 
*HYMN God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending No. 422 
 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
Gracious God, who seeks us wherever we may be,  
we find you wherever you leave your fingerprints… 
in the beauty of the created world,  
in the movements of scripture and song, 
in the presence of siblings and strangers. 
Thank you for this gift.  
May we gently lay down those things  
that are distractions for us today,  
so that we might be more fully present  
to you in this hour.  
May your Spirit  
inspire us and guide us  
with meaning and joy.   
As you draw us close,  
we pray these words that Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  
         Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and Holy Spirit, One; 
         As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
         World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring J.S. Bach  
  Sara Phelps, soloist  
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 25:19-34 
 
      These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac 
was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, 
sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the 
Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within 
her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the 
Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the 



one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.” When her time to give birth 
was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; 
so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he 
was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. When the boys grew up, Esau was 
a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, 
because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.  
       Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau 
said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 
Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to 
me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob 
gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau 
despised his birthright.  
 
 
SERMON “Family Feud” 
 
*HYMN Blessed Be the Tie That Binds next page 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew.  Cards will be collected by the pastor 
during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Eternal Father, Strong to Save John B. Dykes/ 
  Larry Shackley  
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: From All That Dwell Below the Skies) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
We dedicate our offerings, not just for the good they can accomplish and the mission they will 
support, but also because giving helps us to gain perspective on what really matters in our world. 
May our lives and all we give honor your works, O God. Build us up in love for one another and for 
all your children everywhere. Amen. 
 
*HYMN O for a World No. 386 
 



*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*ORGAN RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Trumpet Voluntary in G David Lasky  
 
 
(*Please rise as you are able in body or spirit.) 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on break for the summer, and will resume on Rally Day, September 10, 2023. 

• Our church nursery is open, but not currently staffed, and is available when parents with young 
children feel the need for a quiet, safe space to go to during worship.  A monitor is available to 
watch and listen to the service. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews. You are also welcome to 
submit your prayer request through our website in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the memorial garden for a time of fellowship after the worship service. (In case 
of rain, we gather in the community room.)  Refreshments are offered. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.   

The church office is open Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available Monday 
through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to leave a 
message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 

 
Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 

Sara Phelps Director of Music 

Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

Sally Hooper Deacon in Charge 

Kathy Skoglund Liturgist 

Andrea Cyr Videographer 

******************************************************* 

Larissa Riley Church School Coordinator 

Permission to podcast/stream the music  
in this service obtained from One License  

with license #A-731944. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is August 14th-
18th! For more information regarding 
registration, volunteering, or donating with our 
Amazon Wish List, see the Church School 
Website: www.ccamherst.org/church-school 
 
A RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE will be held in the 
community room on Wednesday, July 19 from 
12:00 to 5:00 p.m.  For an appointment, please 
visit redcrossblood.org, or call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767). 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for July include 
canned fruit, flour, sugar, boxed cake mixes and 
baking supplies, coffee and tea, juice, granola.  
Donations should be brought directly to the 
SHARE Center in Milford; if you are unsure 
where, please call their office at 673-9898. Many 
thanks for your continuing support! 
 
 

END OF SUMMER PARTY:  Save the date of 
Sunday, August 13 and join us for some end 
of summer fun at the Dart family’s lake house 
on Baboosic Lake in Amherst. The Darts will 
provide burgers, hot dogs and corn. Please 
bring a side dish, a salad, or a dessert to 
share, and your own beverages.  

Questions? Contact Meredith Dart 
(meredith.dart@astellas.com or 603-305-
9066). 

 
GARDEN FLOWERS: Fresh cut garden 
flowers are lovely for simple altar 
arrangements during the summer. If you can 
provide a bouquet of cut flowers, or can 
simply contribute flowers for a bouquet, 
please contact Sue Stout or Andrea in the 
church office to schedule a Sunday. Thank 
you for sharing your flower gardens! 

http://www.ccamherst.org/church-school
http://www.redcrossblood.org


Sunday, July 16, 2023 


