


THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
November 20, 2022 Creative Worship 10:00 a.m. 
 

 “Communing” 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Thanks Be to God!           arr. Marilyn Thompson on tunes 
  of G.F. Handel and J.G. Nageli 
 
INTROIT 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
One: In our worship 
Many: We are seeking communion. 
One: In our work 
Many: We are seeking communion.  
One: In our families 
Many: We are seeking communion.  
One: In our neighborhoods 
Many: We are seeking communion. 
One: In our nation 
Many: We are seeking communion.  
One: In our world 
Many: We are seeking communion. 
One: In our hearts 
Many: We are seeking communion. 
 
All: Holy One, join us as we commune with you and with one another, as we pray the 

words Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 



*HYMN As We Gather at Your Table back cover 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The congregation may be seated. 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament.  Children may participate at the discretion 
of their parents. 
 
CALL TO COMMUNION 
One:  God be with you. 
Many:  And also with you. 
One:  Lift up your hearts. 
Many:  We lift them up to God.  
One:  Let us give thanks to God most high.  
Many:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION and CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
Communion at CCA is open to anyone who would like to partake. When you receive the bread, eat at 
your own pace, symbolizing our individual relationship with God. When you receive the juice, drink 
with the whole congregation, symbolizing our communion as the Body of Christ. The bread is gluten, 
egg, and dairy free and the juice is non-alcoholic, so that there may be no barriers to Christ’s table.  
 
ORGAN MEDITATION Take This Bread, Take This Cup Edward Broughton 
 
 Glory Be to God Nigerian hymn/Godwin Sadoh 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We give thanks, loving God, for feeding us at this table. Send us out into the world as your 
children, full of courage, compassion, and commitment, and eager to be Christ’s church in the 
world. Amen.  
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
ANTHEM Harvest Hymn Folliot S. Pierpont/ 
  Chancel Choir arr. Mary McDonald 
 
 



SACRAMENT OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM  Adeline Jane Newcomb 
  Brooks Everett Newcomb 

Scriptural Setting 
 
Questions of Commitment 
 
Response of Members and Friends (in unison) 
We receive Adeline and Brooks as new persons in Christ. We offer our guidance, 
understanding, and support as they continue to explore and learn about our world as 
children of God. We enfold them in our love, seeking together to grow in wisdom and 
grace, with God’s help. We join with their parents and their family in telling the Gospel in 
our midst, so that we may all live for Christ, showing forth God’s love for all people. 
Amen. 
 
Pouring of the Water 
 
The Act of Baptism 
 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
Presentation of Baptism Certificates  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise 

 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 22:14-23 
 

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him.  
He said to them,  

“I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;  
for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  

Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said,  
“Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on 
 I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  

Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks,  
he broke it and gave it to them, saying,  

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying,  

“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.  
But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table.  

For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined,  
but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 

 Then they began to ask one another,  
which one of them it could be who would do this. 

 
 
SERMON “Communing” 
 



*HYMN Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether No. 504 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew.  Cards will be collected by one of the 
pastors during the hymn after the sermon, and will be shared during Joys and Concerns. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Little Partita on “Old Hundredth”, variation #3 David Lasky 
 
 
BLESSING OF THE OFFERING For the Fruit of All Creation No. 553 verse 1 

For the fruit of all Creation, Thanks be to God.  
For the gifts to every nation, Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, Thanks be to God! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
For food and drink and blessed days 
Accept our gratitude and our praise. 
In serving others, God may we, 
Express our deepest thanks to thee.  
Amen. 
 
*HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation No. 553 
 verses 2 and 3 only 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*BENEDICTION 
One: Our Creator who cradles us in baptism's water, sends us forth, 
Many: to draw hope from God's heart and offer it to others. 
One: Jesus who poured the cup of grace, sends us forth, 
Many: to bring food and shelter, love and communion to our neighbors. 
One: The Spirit who teaches us songs of peace, sends us forth, 
Many:  to offer reconciliation in every broken place, to be the gospel in the world. 
All: Amen! 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
*POSTLUDE Danza Rustica Iouri Grichetzhkine 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is open, but not currently staffed, and is available when parents with young 
children feel the need for a quiet, safe space to go to during worship.  A monitor is available to 
watch and listen to the service. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found in the pews and on the small table as you 
entered the sanctuary. You are also welcome to submit your prayer request through our website 
in advance of the worship service. 

• Please remember to wear your nametag each Sunday, so that we may all greet our neighbors.  If 
you do not have a permanent nametag, temporary nametags may be found inside the friendship 
registers.  If you are in need of a new, permanent nametag, please see one of the deacons. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 

Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 

Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 

Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

Mark Baddeley Deacon in Charge 

Paul Schellenberg Videographer 

****************************************************** 

Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Larissa Riley Church School Coordinator 

Our Church Calendar 

November 20—26, 2022 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list of 
recurring meetings with their links can be found  

in the member section of our website. 
 

Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship  
 11:15 a.m. Racial Justice 
Group 
 11:15 a.m. Youth Choir 
   4:00 p.m. Senior High Youth  
  Group 
 
Wednesday   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 

WEDNESDAY MORNING ADULT ED continues 
December 7 with Understanding the New 
Testament: Why do we have four Gospels? Why 
do they contradict each other at times? What 
was the purpose of Paul’s letters? What is the 
Book of Revelation really about? Beginning this 
fall, we’ll take a year-long look at the New 
Testament through this 24-part video lecture 
series produced by the Great Courses. We’ll 
watch the video together as a group and then 
have a discussion facilitated by Pastor Maureen.   
All are welcome, and more information can be 
found on our website and in the Spire. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for November 
include pancake mix and syrup, condiments, 
cooking sauces and seasonings, cooking oil, 
jelly, and cold cereal. Donations should be 
brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford; if you are unsure where, please call 
their office at 673-9898. Many thanks for your 
continuing support! 

Permission to podcast/stream the music  
in this service obtained from One License  

with license #A-731944. 
 

Portions of the liturgy are adapted from  
lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.   



Breakfast With Santa 
Saturday, December 10, 2022  

 
 "Breakfast with Santa” is a special event sponsored 
by our church community and open to others in local 
towns to participate. This year’s event will be Saturday, 
December 10 and will include two sittings: 9:00—10:30 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m.—12:00 noon.  A hot breakfast with a 

variety of options will be served, there will be organized games and crafts, and of course the opportunity 
visit with Santa himself. We will not have a photographer this year, but bring your phone or camera and 
take your own photos of your children with Santa. Santa’s bookshop is open and each child gets to choose 
a recycled book. 

We hope many church families will participate, a great event for grandparents to bring their 
grandchildren. The money raised goes back into our church. To register go to ccamherst.org. Tickets are 
limited and are on a first come basis. Tickets are $12.00 for adults and $10.00 for children under 
14; children 12-months & younger are free. Don’t wait until the last minute, we usually sell out way 
before the event. 

We are looking for donations of casseroles and other breakfast food from church members. If you 
are interested in helping please contact Marti Warren: martiwarren@comcast.net.  

Celebrate the Season of Giving  
  
The Christmas season is just around the corner and the World Service 

team is again partnering with two organizations to help ensure that all in 
our community experience the joy of the holidays. As you can see below, 
there is a way for everyone to participate, and a wide variety of those to 
support.  

We will again be signing up online, using SignUp Genius. There will 
still be a “Giving Tree” at the church, but this year, the stars will have 
instructions on how to use the signup tool. We will also have members of 
the team available after in-person worship on November 13, 20, and 27 to 
answer questions and help those that may need assistance.   

 
Important Dates:  
Nov 13th – Dec 1st: Dates to sign up for gifts – information will be sent out by email. 
Nov 13th, 20th, 27th: Members of World Service Team available to help, after in-person worship 
Dec 4th: Deadline to Drop off gifts to church 

 
All gifts are due back to the church no later than end of worship Sunday Dec 4th  

Crestwood gifts should be returned unwrapped in a gift bag, with the name of the resident clearly 
visible on the bag, and gift wrap included. 

Family Promise gifts should be wrapped and returned with a tag with the name/age of the child. 
 
For more information please visit https://www.ccamherst.org/christmasgifts/ 

http://ccamherst.org
mailto:martiwarren@comcast.net
https://www.ccamherst.org/christmasgifts/





