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GATHERING MUSIC  
 
EASTER PROCLAIMATION  
One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All: Christ has risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 
GREETING AND WELCOME 
 
READING SCRIPTURE TOGETHER  adapted from Psalm 118 
One: O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
One: The Lord is my strength and my might; God has become my salvation. 
All:  There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
One: “The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly." 
All: We shall not die, but we shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
One: The Lord did not give us over to death. 
All: God has answered us, and has become our salvation! 
One: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
All: This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: May the peace of God be with you.  
All:    And also with you.  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Morning Has Broken  
 
TELLING THE STORY Luke 24:1-12  
 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that 
they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they 
did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes 
stood beside them.  



The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why 
do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, 
while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, 
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what 
had happened. 
 
EASTER MESSAGE “Looking for the Living”  
 
HYMN                Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! back cover  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
One:  God of new beginnings, we rejoice that through your powerful love Christ has risen from 

the dead. 
 In the resurrection you show that neither trouble nor persecution, hardship nor poverty, 

danger nor death can separate us from your love. Free us to trust in you that we may live in 
confidence as your children. 

All:  In the resurrection you were victorious over sin, violence, and oppression. Free us to 
risk ourselves in the struggle for justice and peace that we may be your partners in 
healing creation. 

One:  In the resurrection you have opened the gates of eternal life. Free us from the fear of death 
that we may serve you with courage.  

All:  In the resurrection you bring new possibilities out of hopeless situations. Free us 
from despair that we may bring your hope to those who have lost heart.  

One:  Through the presence of Jesus Christ among us, draw us into a community of freedom, 
hope, and love. Work your new creation among us that we may serve you without fear.  

All: Most Holy, Most Loving, Most Knowing God, we praise your name today and always.  
We pray all this in the name of Jesus our risen Christ and Savior, who taught us to 
say:  

 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.  

 
BLESSING AND BENEDICTION  
 
SENDING MUSIC  
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