
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

"Let this be a season for wandering 
for trusting the breaking 

for tracing the tear that will return you 
to the One who waits 

who watches 
who works within the rending 

to make your heart whole.”  
 

– Jan L. Richardson 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
March 6, 2022 First Sunday in Lent 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Fantasy on "Forty Days and Forty Nights" attrib. Martin Herbst/ 
  arr. Matthew McConnell 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Jesus began his ministry to the world, 

led by the Spirit into the wilderness. 
Many: As we begin our Lenten journey, 

let us be led by the Spirit, 
even into the uncomfortable places. 
 

One: In those forty days, and in that place, 
Jesus was faced with hunger, doubt, and temptation. 

Many: As we seek to follow Jesus, we would be led, 
even into the uncomfortable choices. 
 

One: Jesus left the wilderness, faithful and obedient to God, 
rejoicing in the One in whom he trusted. 

Many: As we continue on our path to faithfulness, 
we will be led by our Christ, 
rejoicing in the Lord our God. 

 
One: We recognize God’s Spirit among us now, as we pray the words that Jesus taught us: 
 
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 



LENTEN LITANY OF CONFESSION and WORDS OF ASSURANCE (inspired by Psalm 51) 
One:  On this first Sunday of Lent 

we pause and look within 
to examine our consciousness. 

Many: Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. 

 
One: Where we have neglected prayer, 

found reasons to avoid generosity, 
or lacked compassion: 

Many: Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. 

 
One: Where we have colluded 

in the oppression of those 
who become invisible in their suffering: 

Many: Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. 

 
One:  Where anxiety has eroded the gift of Your peace,  

and where we have cared too much 
about what others think: 

Many: Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. 
 

One: This is the good news:  God does not go back on the promises made so long ago.  God does 
not reject us, God redeems us.  God does not withhold love, God pours it into our barren 
lives. 

Many: Forgiven of our transgressions, filled with hope, living in relationship with God and 
one another - we are a new people.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 4:1-13 
 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing at all during those 
days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live 
by bread alone.’”  

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the 
devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to 
me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”  Jesus 
answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”  



Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will command 
his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will 
not dash your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’”   

When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.  
 
 
SERMON “Testing, Testing, One, Two, Three” 
 
ANTHEM Ave verum corpus W.A. Mozart 
 Sara Phelps, soprano 
 Michael Havay, organ 
 

Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary, who having truly suffered, 
was sacrificed on the cross for mankind,  

whose pierced side flowed with water and blood: 
May it be a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in the trial of death. 

 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew and place it in the “Joys and Concerns” 
plate at the back of the sanctuary. Ushers will bring the cards forward to the pastor during the 
Anthem. 
 
ORGAN PRAYER RESPONSE 
 
SHARING OUR OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
Holy One, receive these offerings for the work and being of your church. In this season we also 
dedicate to you our Lenten journeys. May they be openings and opportunities for us to experience 
anew the rich reality you have in mind for our lives. May we seek to recreate the world by 
recreating ourselves. Amen. 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We welcome all people to join in receiving this sacrament.  Children may participate at the discretion 
of their parents. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 



BREAKING OF THE BREAD, POURING OF THE CUP 
 
CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
The bread and juice will be served in the pews. You are invited to take a piece of bread and a cup of 
juice, and you may eat and drink whenever you are ready to do so, and then spend some time in 
reflective prayer. 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison) 
Spirit of Christ, you have blessed our tables and our lives. May the eating of this Bread and the 
drinking of this Cup give us courage to speak and act with love, not only in church sanctuaries, but 
out in your precious world. Wrap your hopeful presence around all whose bodies, spirits and hearts 
need healing, and may we become your compassionate and safe refuge for all. Amen. 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*POSTLUDE Postlude in C minor Fenton Groden 
 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

 
Portions of the liturgy have been adapted from 

Thom Shuman, and posted on Lectionary Liturgies. 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness. The next new member orientations will be 
held March 10 and March 15. New members will be formally received on Sunday, March 27. Please 
speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is open, but not currently staffed, and is available when parents with young 
children feel the need for a quiet, safe space to go to during worship.  A monitor is available to 
watch and listen to the service. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found on the small table as you entered the 
sanctuary. You are also welcome to submit your prayer request through our website in advance 
of the worship service. 

• Offering plates can be found at the front and the rear of the sanctuary. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered, and masks are required when not consuming beverages. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

 
The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 

Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 

Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 

Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 

Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

Mark and Fran Baddeley Deacons in Charge 

Andrea Cyr Videographer 

****************************************************** 

Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Gretchen Davis Interim Children’s Coordinator 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by 
Cheryl Gagne, in loving memory of her dear 
friend Amy Davis, who recently passed away 
at age 47 after an 8-year battle with ALS.   
 
FAITH PROMISE: Our 2022-2023 fiscal year 
Stewardship Campaign is underway.  As of 
Friday, March 4, we have received pledges 
from 29 families, totaling $99,963. Thank you 
to all that have responded so far.  To those 
who are still considering your pledge, you 
can email  your intents to Andrea at 
andrea@ccamherst.org, mail in your pledge 
intentions, call Andrea (673-3231) or go to 
the church website https://
www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/. 
 
PARENTS GROUP MEET ‘N GREET:  Are you 
a parent of a child in second grade or under? 
Do you want to connect with other parents 
with similar values to talk about raising kind, 
faithful, resilient kids? Join us after church on 
March 13 for a time to meet other young 
parents, socialize, and dream about what 
Parents Group can be in the future!  

RSVPs are encouraged! Email Pastor 
Kate at pastorkate@ccamherst.org.  
 

LENTEN STUDY SERIES: For five Wednesday 
evenings during Lent we will gather on Zoom to 
discuss Kate Bowler’s and Jessica Ritchie’s 
wonderful book: Good Enough: 40ish 
Devotionals For a Life of Imperfection.  

Written gently and with humor, Good Enough 
is a devotional with short entries that are 
designed to be read each day during the 40 days 
of Lent. The book offers daily reassurance for all 
those who need to hear that there are some 
things we can fix—and some things we can’t. And 
it’s okay that life isn’t always better.  

Pastor Maureen and Pastor Kate will 
alternate as facilitators of the sessions. The book 
is available on Amazon and we have copies in the 
church office available to purchase for $15.  Each 
session will focus on the daily devotions for the 
previous seven days. If you don’t have the time or 
the space to add a daily reading to your plate join 
us anyway! We’ll pull out quotes and passages to 
seed our discussion and all are welcome to 
participate!  

RSVP to pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to 
receive the Zoom link, or find it on our church 
website in the member’s section.  

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org


Sunday, March 6, 2022 

Our Church Calendar 

March 6—12, 2022 
 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  
of recurring meetings with their links can be  
found  in the member section of our website. 

 
Today   9:50 a.m. Church School 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
 12:00 p.m. Small Group Ministry 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association 
 
Tuesday   7:00 p.m. Diaconate 
   7:00 p.m. Trustees of the Facility 
 
Wednesday   4:00 p.m. Communications Team  
   6:30 p.m. Lenten Study Series 
 
Thursday   9:30 a.m. Congregational Care 
   5:00 p.m. Trustees of the Invested Funds 
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
   7:00 p.m. New Member Info Session 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 
Friday   4:00 p.m. Confirmation Class Retreat 

Blankets for Bruce 
 
Hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, homelessness and poverty are always 

with us. When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can 
make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was 
created—to give a loving and tangible response to someone facing a 
difficult time, reminding them that they are not alone. 

This program was very near and dear to Bruce Beckley’s heart. As a congregation, our heart for 
mission remains strong. This is an opportunity to help make a difference, change lives, and honor 
Bruce’s passion for mission work. 

As a church family, let's join together as we take up a ‘Blankets for Bruce’ offering. You can 
donate using the Blankets pew envelopes, mail a check to Andrea with ‘blankets’ in the memo line, 
or donate online at our custom CWS Blankets secure donation page: https://cwsblankets.org/
virtual/ccamherst/ 

https://cwsblankets.org/virtual/ccamherst/
https://cwsblankets.org/virtual/ccamherst/

