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“Most of us have developed a fairly extensive vocabulary for describing 
pain, as though the journal were a doctor requiring much detail to make 
the correct diagnosis. The roundness of the spiritual journey cannot be 
expressed without developing an equally extensive vocabulary for talking 
to ourselves and others about the nature of wonder, joy, ecstasy, love, 
transfiguration.” 
 

 — Christina Baldwin, Life's Companion: Journal Writing as a Spiritual Quest 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
February 27, 2022 Transfiguration Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE This is the Day the Lord Has Made Lucius Chapin/ 
  arr. Anthony Giamanco 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Today, we go to the mountain top 
 to see the shining face 

and the glowing clothes, 
Many: To hear the voice of God speaking from the cloud 

and touch the commandments etched in stone. 
 
One: Sometimes God shows up 

in ways we cannot deny 
Many: in a place we can go 
One: in a light we can see 
Many: in a voice we can hear 
One: in a stone we can touch, 
Many:  Sometimes. 
 
One: Sometimes 

there is the veil 
Many: the overshadowing, mystifying cloud 
One: the questions 
Many: the appearing and disappearing 
One: the excitement 
Many: the wondering 
One: the silence. 
 
One: Sometimes God shows up 

in ways we cannot deny. 



Many: Always God shows up 
somehow. 

One: So we have shown up here, now. 
Many: May God give us eyes to see. 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
Creating God, you bring us together in this place, 
we come to be fed, to be renewed, to seek understanding. 
Provoking God, you challenge us in this place, 
we embrace the challenge, trusting that through challenge we grow in faith. 
Comforting God, you are revealed in this place, 
sometimes in shining glory, sometimes in tears and struggle. 
Inspiring God as we worship in this place, 
refresh, renew, and challenge us so that we would see your awe-someness. 
 
May your Spirit move among us now, as we pray the words that Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Exodus 34:29-35 
 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets 
of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been 
talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and 
they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the 
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, 
and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When 
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in 
before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came 
out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, 
that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in 
to speak with him. 
 
 
SERMON “The Shining” 
 
ANTHEM Open My Eyes, That I May See 
 Sara Phelps, soloist  
 Michael Havay, organ 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew and place it in the “Joys and Concerns” 
plate at the back of the sanctuary. Ushers will bring the cards forward to the pastor during the 
Anthem. 
 
ORGAN PRAYER RESPONSE 
 
INVITATION TO OUR OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
Living God, your love for us is so unfathomable.  Open our ears to hear the cries of your children in 
need.  Open our eyes to see human injustice.  Open our hearts to feel compassion in all 
circumstances.  Continue to increase our willingness to give so that we may lead lives fully focused 
on ministry to others.  We place these offerings upon your altar in gratitude for your guidance, your 
grace, and your love. Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
One:  God of our mountaintops, 
Many:  give us gravity. 
One:  God of our valleys, 
Many: give us perspective. 
One:  God of our peaks, 
Many:    give us stillness. 
One:  God of our depths, 
Many:     give us footsteps forward. 
One:  God of the whole creation, 
Many:     give us community. 
One:  God of our inmost, quiet souls, 
Many:    give us your voice. 
One:  God with us in our restlessness and wakefulness, 
Many:    give us your courage. 
One:  God with us always and forever, 
Many:    we go out into the world as your people, Amen! 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Franklin Ritter 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness. The next new member orientations will be 
held March 10 and March 15. New members will be formally received on Sunday, March 27. Please 
speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is on break this week due to school vacation.   

• Our church nursery is open, but not currently staffed, and is available when parents with young 
children feel the need for a quiet, safe space to go to during worship.  A monitor is available to 
watch and listen to the service. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found on the small table as you entered the 
sanctuary. You are also welcome to submit your prayer request through our website in advance 
of the worship service. 

• Offering plates can be found at the front and the rear of the sanctuary. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered, and masks are required when not consuming beverages. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.   

 

The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 
Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 

Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 

Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

Sue Ruggiero Deacon in Charge 

Sally Bowkett Liturgist 

Tim Wiegand Videographer 

****************************************************** 

Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 

Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Gretchen Davis Interim Children’s Coordinator 

Permission to podcast/stream the music  
in this service obtained from One License  

with license #A-731944. 
 

Portions of the liturgy have been adapted  
from  Joanna Harader and posted on 

spaciousfaith.com and Copyright © 2021  
David S. Bell.  Reprinted with permission  

from www.DavidSBell.org. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by 
Anita and John Swanson, in honor of their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 
 
WA PROGRAM:  On Monday, February 28, the 
Woman’s Association will host a guest speaker, 
Kathy Farland, the Executive Director of 
Stepping Stones, an agency which serves 
homeless youths in Nashua.  The program will 
take place in the vestry beginning at 10:15 a.m. 
and will also be available on Zoom. The Zoom 
link for this meeting is listed on the church 
website in the Members section under 
Recurring Zoom Meetings—Woman’s 
Association. Interested church members are 
welcome to attend either in person or virtually. 

 
BEWARE OF FALLING SNOW AND ICE:  It is 
that time of year again when we must remind 
everyone that snow and ice may fall from our 
roof at any time. Please use caution when in 
our driveway, and do not walk too close to the 
building. 

THERE IS NO CHURCH SCHOOL TODAY 
because of school vacation week.  The children 
will be back in action next Sunday. 
 
FAITH PROMISE: Our new fiscal year 
Stewardship Campaign has begun. As of 
Thursday, February 24, we have received 
pledges from 13 families, totaling $41,559. 
Thank you to all that have responded so 
far.  To those who are still considering your 
pledge, you can email  your intents to Andrea 
at andrea@ccamherst.org, mail in your pledge 
intentions, call Andrea (673-3231) or go to the 
church website https://www.ccamherst.org/
stewardship-pledge/. 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/


Our Church Calendar 

February 27—March 5, 2022 
 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list of 

recurring meetings with their links can be  
found  in the member section of our website. 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association 
 
Tuesday   1:30 p.m. Small Group Ministry 
   5:00 p.m. Church Council 
   7:00 p.m. World Service 
 
Wednesday   7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Thursday   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  We are so 
excited to announce that Vacation Bible 
School is coming to our church this 
summer.  Have you been dreaming of an 
island getaway?  Then plan on joining us for 
Discovery on Adventure Island VBS! This 
weeklong adventure will take place August 
15—19 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Information 
on registration will be coming soon. 

We are currently forming our support 
team and are looking for individuals for 
publicity, decorating, snack coordinating, 
leading small groups, crafting, music and 
more.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Gretchen Davis 
at churchschool@ccamherst.org.  
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for March 
include pancake mix and syrup, condiments, 
cooking sauces and seasonings, cooking oils, 
jelly, and cold cereal. Donations should be 
brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford; if you are unsure where, please call 
their office at 673-9898.  Many thanks for 
your continuing support! 
 

LENTEN STUDY SERIES: For five Wednesday 
evenings during Lent we will gather on Zoom 
to discuss Kate Bowler’s and Jessica 
Ritchie’s wonderful book: Good Enough: 
40ish Devotionals For a Life of Imperfection.  

Written gently and with humor, Good 
Enough is a devotional with short entries that 
are designed to be read each day during the 40 
days of Lent. The book offers daily reassurance 
for all those who need to hear that there are 
some things we can fix—and some things we 
can’t. And it’s okay that life isn’t always better.  

Pastor Maureen and Pastor Kate will 
alternate as facilitators of the sessions. The 
book is available on Amazon and we have 
copies in the church office available to 
purchase for $15.  Each session will focus on 
the daily devotions for the previous seven 
days. If you don’t have the time or the space to 
add a daily reading to your plate join us 
anyway! We’ll pull out quotes and passages to 
seed our discussion and all are welcome to 
participate!  

RSVP to pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to 
receive the Zoom link, or find it on our church 
website in the member’s section.  

Ash Wednesday 
Service  

March 2 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Join us in the sanctuary as we begin the 
season of Lent with our traditional Ash 

Wednesday service. We will come together 
for a time of contemplative prayer, readings, 

special music, communion, and the 
distribution of ashes. 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me. Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 

willing spirit." ~ Psalm 51 

mailto:churchschool@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org


Sunday, February 27, 2022 

Financial Summary 
(as of January 31, 2022) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $282,930 $280,019 $2,912 
Expenses $273,160 $270,279 $2,880 
Net Income $    9,771 $    9,739 $     31 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, Paul 
Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim Wiegand 
(Treasurer). 

Hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, homelessness and poverty are always with us. When difficult 
times happen, a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets 
program was created—to give a loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, 
reminding them that they are not alone. 

This program was very near and dear to Bruce Beckley’s heart. As a congregation, our heart for 
mission remains strong. This is an opportunity to help make a difference, change lives, and honor 
Bruce’s passion for mission work. 

As a church family, let's join together as we take up a ‘Blankets for Bruce’ offering. You can 
donate using the Blankets pew envelopes, mail a check to Andrea with ‘blankets’ in the memo line, 
or donate online at our custom CWS Blankets secure donation page: https://cwsblankets.org/
virtual/ccamherst/ 

https://cwsblankets.org/virtual/ccamherst/
https://cwsblankets.org/virtual/ccamherst/

