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“I wondered if that was how forgiveness budded; not with the fanfare of 
epiphany, but with pain gathering its things, packing up, and slipping 

away unannounced in the middle of the night.” 
 

― Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
February 20, 2022 Creative Worship 10:00 a.m. 
 

Lead with Love 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Prelude on "Madrid"  David Lasky 
 (Come, Christians, Join to Sing) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Let this be a welcoming place 
 the place of return 
Many: and let it be built by a love 
 that bends towards all who enter here 
 
One: for it is a love that has been waiting 
Many:  a love that has been longing 
One: like a candle in the window 
 ever lighting the way back 
Many: never willing to let go 
 of the hope that each child 
 will return home 
 
One: let this be a welcoming place 
Many: where the only response to love  
 that has come to the end of its longing 
One: is to feast and celebrate 
 to send up balloons 
 to prepare the party 
Many: for what we thought we had lost 
 has returned to us 
 once more 
 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
God of unending love,  
come to us in this hour,  
that we may grow in relationship with you  
and with one another.  
Disturb our certainties  
so we will be open to new insights.  
Upset our priorities  
to make room for faith and hope.  
Expand our horizons  
to encompass ideas we have not entertained before.  
Open our hearts  
to people we may have failed to welcome  
into our midst.  
Perfect among us that childlike trust  
that allows change to transform us  
in the presence of your love. 
 
We pray in the name of the one who loved like no other, and who taught us to pray, saying. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME and LOOSE COIN OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
One: For the gifts that you give us, 
Many: We thank you, God. 
One: For the gifts that we return to you, 
Many: We thank you, God. 
One: For the food that feeds us, 
Many We thank you, God. 
One: For helping us to feed others, 
Many: We thank you, God. 
One: For blessing these coins, 
Many: We thank you, God. 
One: For blessing our hearts, 
Many: We thank you, God. 
One: For blessing all that we give, 
Many:  We thank you, God. 
All: Amen! 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 



SCRIPTURE LITANY Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 
One: Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.  
 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,  
 
One: “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 
One: So Jesus told them this parable:  
 There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father: 
 
Left: ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’  
 
One: So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all 

he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living.  

 
One: When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and 

he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  

 
One: He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 

gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said: 
 
Left: ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I 

am dying of hunger! I will go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired hands.”’  

 
One So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then 
the son said to him: 

 
Left: ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.’ 
 
One: But the father said to his servants: 
 
One: ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on my son; put a ring on his finger 

and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’  

 
One: And they began to celebrate. 
 Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked: 
 



Right:  What is going on? What are we celebrating? 
 
One:  The servants responded: 
 
One: ‘Your brother has come home, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 

got him back safe and sound.’  
 
One: Then the older son became angry and said: 
 
Right: This is an outrage! I refuse to go in!  
 
One: His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father,  
 
Right: ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 

never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who 
has devoured your property, you killed the fatted calf for him!’  

 
One: Then the father said to him,  
 
One: ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and 

rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 
been found.’”  

 
 
SERMON “Lead with Love” 
 
ANTHEM Incline My Heart Erin K. Downey & Gail Downey 
 Wendy Valeri, bells  
 Michael Havay, piano 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew and place it in the “Joys and Concerns” 
plate at the back of the sanctuary. Ushers will bring the cards forward to the pastor during the 
Anthem. 
 
ORGAN PRAYER RESPONSE 
 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*POSTLUDE Trumpet March Richard Firth 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and all 
of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness. The next new member orientations will be 
held March 10 and March 15. New members will be formally received on Sunday, March 27. Please 
speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our 
membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• Our church nursery is open, but not currently staffed, and is available when parents with young 
children feel the need for a quiet, safe space to go to during worship.  A monitor is available to 
watch and listen to the service. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found on the small table as you entered the 
sanctuary. You are also welcome to submit your prayer request through our website in advance 
of the worship service. 

• Offering plates can be found at the front and the rear of the sanctuary. 

• Please join us in the community room for a time of fellowship after the worship service.  Coffee 
and beverages are offered, and masks are required when not consuming beverages. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

 
The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and available 

Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please feel free to 
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  Visit our church’s website at 
www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 

Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 

Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Gretchen Davis Interim Children’s Coordinator 

Sue Ruggiero Deacon in Charge 

Doug Topliffe Videographer 

**************************************************************** 

Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 

Permission to podcast/stream the music 
in this service obtained from One License  

with license #A-731944. 

LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING: For the past few 
weeks, Church School has been learning about 
Heifer International (www.heifer.org), an 
organization that provides livestock and 
environmentally sound agricultural training to 
improve the lives of those who 
struggle daily.  They work in over 21 countries 
around the world and in the United States.   

The children have been participating in a 
coin collection challenge, which ends today.  
Coins collected will go towards buying livestock 
for families in need.  
 
WA PROGRAM:  On Monday, February 28, the 
Woman’s Association will host a guest speaker, 
Kathy Farland, the Executive Director of 
Stepping Stones, an agency which serves 
homeless youths in Nashua.  The program will 
take place in the vestry beginning at 10:15 a.m. 
and will also be available on Zoom. The Zoom 
link for this meeting is listed on the church 
website in the Members section under 
Recurring Zoom Meetings—Woman’s 
Association. Interested church members are 
welcome to attend either in person or virtually. 

 

Our Church Calendar 

February 20—26, 2022 
 

Some events are taking place virtually.  Links are 
sent out directly by email, and a list of recurring 

meetings with their links can be found  in the 
member section of our website. 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
 11:15 a.m. Racial Justice Group 
 11:30 a.m. Christian Ed 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association 
 
Tuesday   7:00 p.m. World Service 
 
Wednesday   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
   5:00 p.m. Stewardship Team 
 
Thursday   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir 

http://www.heifer.org/


Sunday, February 20, 2022 

Financial Summary 
(as of January 31, 2022) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $282,930 $280,019 $2,912 
Expenses $273,160 $270,279 $2,880 
Net Income $    9,771 $    9,739 $     31 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, Paul 
Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim Wiegand 
(Treasurer). 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  We are so excited 
to announce that Vacation Bible School is coming 
to our church this summer.  Have you been 
dreaming of an island getaway?  Then plan on 
joining us for Discovery on Adventure Island 
VBS! This weeklong adventure will take place 
August 15—19 from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon.  Information on registration will be 
coming soon. 

We are currently forming our support team 
and are looking for individuals for publicity, 
decorating, snack coordinating, leading small 
groups, crafting, music and more.  If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact 
Gretchen Davis at churchschool@ccamherst.org.  
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for February 
include canned fruit, flour, sugar, boxed cake 
mixes and baking supplies, coffee and tea, juice, 
and granola. Donations should be brought 
directly to the SHARE Center in Milford; if you 
are unsure where, please call their office at 673-
9898. Many thanks for your continuing support! 

LENTEN STUDY SERIES: For five Wednesday 
evenings during Lent we will gather on Zoom 
to discuss Kate Bowler’s and Jessica 
Ritchie’s wonderful book: Good Enough: 
40ish Devotionals For a Life of 
Imperfection.  

Written gently and with humor, Good 
Enough is a devotional with short entries that 
are designed to be read each day during the 
40 days of Lent. The book offers daily 
reassurance for all those who need to hear 
that there are some things we can fix—and 
some things we can’t. And it’s okay that life 
isn’t always better.  

Pastor Maureen and Pastor Kate will 
alternate as facilitators of the sessions. The 
book is available on Amazon and we’ll have 
copies in the church office available to 
purchase for $15.  Each session will focus on 
the daily devotions for the previous seven 
days. If you don’t have the time or the space 
to add a daily reading to your plate join us 
anyway! We’ll pull out quotes and passages to 
seed our discussion and all are welcome to 
participate!  

RSVP to pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 
to receive the Zoom link, or find it on our 
church website in the member’s section.  

Ash Wednesday 
Service  

March 2 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Join us in the sanctuary as we begin the 
season of Lent with our traditional Ash 

Wednesday service. We will come together 
for a time of contemplative prayer, readings, 

special music, communion, and the 
distribution of ashes. 

"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me. Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 

willing spirit." ~ Psalm 51 

mailto:churchschool@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org

