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The season of Advent is upon us, and thankfully, the Advent/Christmas spirit 

has returned to our sanctuary! The Chrismon tree is up and decorated (with some 

new decorations from our church school children!); the Advent wreath is ready to 

be lit every Sunday; Sara, Michael and Wendy are preparing wonderful Advent and 

Christmas music for our services; and the most important element of all – the 

worshiping congregation – is back in body and in spirit.  Last year we spent this 

most anticipated season worshiping from our homes, so it is with great joy that 

we’re able to gather this year in person on the four Sundays of Advent and on 

Christmas Eve.  

The four Sundays that lead up to Christmas each focus on one of the themes 

of Advent: the first Sunday is the Sunday of HOPE, the second is the Sunday of 

PEACE, the third is the Sunday of JOY, and the fourth is the Sunday of LOVE.  But 

this year in particular, we are focusing on JOY. Our church-wide “Be a Blessing” 

theme for December is “Be Joyful” and as we’ve been doing since September, 

we’ll be exploring this theme in our worship, small groups, church school, youth 

programs, and mission opportunities. If you’re setting up an Advent wreath at 

home or look forward to watching us light the candles in worship, the Sunday of 

Joy is the easiest to remember: it’s the one where we light the PINK candle. The 

tradition of having a pink candle lit on the Third Sunday of Advent was introduced 

as a way of marking the half-way point of the season, while bringing a little color 

and joy into the increasing darkness that December brings. The Sunday of Joy 

reminds us that the season of waiting is almost over, and soon Christmas will be 

here.  The Sunday of Joy falls on December 12, and we hope you’re able to join us 

for our “Creative Worship” where we’ll celebrate with a joyful noise with our bell 

choir and the story of Mary and Elizabeth who rejoice and sing as they anticipate 

the birth of their sons, John and Jesus.  

 

Proud -- Grateful –Thankful -- Excited! Words can’t fully describe how we all 

feel about our Capital Campaign, Our Time, Our Turn. As we get ready to close the 

last chapter of our three-year fundraising effort, we can experience all these 

emotions and more.  

We are proud of all our significant accomplishments:  

• A new fire suppression system and updated and expanded alarm system 

• Extensive electrical work throughout the entire church building  

• Meetinghouse and connector trim and siding repaired and repainted 

• Complete renovation of the kitchen 

• Exterior repair of the parsonage’s siding, trim and shutters, and 

repainting 

• Repair of parsonage front chimney and replacement of the roof 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 

is IN-PERSON and ONLINE  
this year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for our 
Traditional Candlelight Service 

at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
on Christmas Eve 

 

A service of lessons and carols 

featuring music from our Organist, 

Michael Havay, our Director of Music, 

Sara Phelps, and Wendy Valeri and our 

full Bell Choir, along with readings from 

our youth, and a special showing of our 

recorded Christmas pageant put on by 

our church school children. 

We’ll hear a Christmas Message 

from Pastor Maureen and Pastor Kate, 

and we’ll end by SINGING “Silent 

Night” (inside) and “Joy to the 

World” (outside) by candlelight. 

Families are welcome to attend 

either service. Masks are required 

inside our sanctuary. In the event we 

reach capacity for our in-person 

services, an overflow space will be set 

up in our community room where the 

livestream will be shown. 

The service will be livestreamed on 

Facebook at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

and will be available on our website at 

8:00 p.m. 

All are welcome as we worship and 

celebrate the birth of Jesus together! 

 

 

Continued on page 3 

Continued on page 7 
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The Congregational Church of Amherst, NH, 

United Church of Christ 

11 Church Street 

Amherst, NH  03031 

 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

 

Church school available. 

 

How to reach us: 

Office Phone  (603) 673-3231, 

(603) 673-6848 

www.ccamherst.org 

Facebook.com/ccamherst 

Instagram.com/ccamherstnh 

  
The church office is open  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and  

is available by telephone and email  

Monday through Friday. 

 

Send in all news by the  

fifteenth of the month. 

 

Announcements  

for the Sunday bulletins  

are due Thursday morning. 

 

*********************** 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott 
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pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 

 

Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy 

Associate Pastor 

pastorkate@ccamherst.org 

 

Andrea Cyr 

Church Office Administrator 

andrea@ccamherst.org 

 

Sara L. Phelps 

Director of Music 

kalben1@comcast.net 

 

Michael Havay 

Organist 

michaelh117@gmail.com 

 

Wendy Valeri 

Bell Choir Director 

wendylazott@tds.net 

 

Gretchen Davis 

Interim Children’s Coordinator 

churchschool@ccamherst.org 

Sunday, December 12 at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Mark your calendars! “Creative Worship” happens on the SECOND SUNDAY 

this month! This year our overarching theme is BE A BLESSING and each month 

we’ll have a different focus statement/scripture to inspire us to be a blessing to 

others. In worship, we’ll come together as the community of Christ with special 

music, interactive liturgy, and an engaging message. In December, our worship 

theme is “Be Joyful” to coincide with the Third Sunday of Advent – the Sunday of 

Joy! Our scripture focus will be the story of Mary and Elizabeth where both women 

rejoice over the impending birth of their sons and the role they will play in bringing 

God’s joy to the world (Luke 1:39-55). We hope you can join us in-person or 

online! 

 

Adult Ed Series: 

A NEW Look at the OLD Testament 
December 1 and 15 

10:00-11:30 a.m. on Zoom 
  

Is the OLD Testament still relevant today? Who wrote it and why? This fall, we’ll 

continue to take a NEW look at the OLD Testament through this video lecture 

series produced by the Great Courses. We’ll explore the writings of the prophets, 

the poetry of the Psalms, the wisdom of Proverbs, the suffering of Job, and how we 

might see the entire Old Testament as one grand story. These dynamic lectures, 

given by Robert D. Miller II, Professor of Old Testament at The Catholic University of 

America, examine the original contexts and give us a new look at these ancient 

texts with a fresh perspective.  

We’ll watch the video together as a group and then have a discussion 

facilitated by Pastor Maureen. The class will meet every first and third Wednesday 

at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom. All are welcome! Please RSVP to 

pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to receive the Zoom link, or access the link on our 

church website in the members section under “Wednesday Adult Ed” 

 

A New Look at the Old Testament - Upcoming Schedule: 

December 1  – “The Music of the Psalms” 

December 15 – “Proverbs in the Bible: Wisdom Literature” 

January 19 – “Ecclesiastes and the Vanity of Vanities” 

February 2 – “Job’s Suffering and Understanding 

February 16 – “Slaying the Dragons of the Old Testament” 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
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Wednesday, December 8 
7:30 p.m.  

 

In the busy weeks that lead up to 

Christmas we can sometimes lose sight 

of “the reason for the season” of 

Advent. Advent is meant to be a 

peaceful time of anticipation and 

preparation, a time of joy and hope. 

Advent is also a time for those who 

aren’t feeling joyous to find a space for 

their uncertainty, apprehension, and 

grief. Advent gives us permission to 

honor the part of ourselves that is 

longing to slow down, to take a breath, 

to be instead of do. It also provides us 

an opportunity to find comfort in the 

darkness. Join us for a time of quiet 

prayer, reflective readings, candle 

lighting, and meditative music.  Come 

experience Advent and take a break 

from the busyness of Christmas. Come 

as you are and just be.  

But before we get there, we’ll make space for those who may not be feeling 

joyous this season, as well as those who appreciate the quiet, contemplative 

nature of Advent. Join us on Wednesday, December 8 at 7:30 p.m. for our annual 

Advent Vespers service. With Sara and Wendy providing our music, we’ll dim the 

sanctuary lights, light candles, read scripture, and create a space for quiet prayer 

and reflection that acknowledges our loss while holding us in hope.  

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, on December 19, we will have our traditional 

Christmas Pageant put on by our church school children. This year the pageant 

will once again be recorded ahead of time and will be shown during the service. 

Given our current social distancing restrictions in our sanctuary and the 

unvaccinated status of our younger children, it was decided that the safer option 

was to have the children record their parts and sit with their parents during 

worship as we watch the pageant together.  

   On Christmas Eve we will have TWO identical in-person services at 5:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 p.m. to accommodate all who wish to attend. Both services will be 

livestreamed on Facebook and will be available to watch on our website by 8:00 

p.m. If we reach our in-person capacity for either service, we will have an overflow 

space set up in our festively decorated community room for those who wish to 

gather there to watch the livestream. Families are welcome to attend either 

service, as we’ll begin with our video Christmas Pageant. Our youth will do the 

readings for our service of Lessons and Carols, and Pastor Kate and I will share a 

Christmas Message. Our Chancel Choir is not yet singing in worship, but our 

wonderful music team and our full Bell Choir will be on hand with special music 

throughout the service. As a very much anticipated gift, we will end both services 

in our sanctuary and overflow space by quietly singing “Silent Night” by candlelight 

before moving outside to sing “Joy to the World.” (Masks will be required inside). 

This will be our first time singing together as a congregation since the pandemic 

began, and I have no doubt that we will make a joyful noise as we welcome the 

Christ Child into the world once again!  

My hope is that you’re able to join us for some or all of our Advent and 

Christmas offerings, whether in-person or virtually through our livestream. Some 

of our beloved traditions will remain on hold for this year – such as our Choir 

Concert, the Christmas in the Village House Tour, Breakfast with Santa, and the 

carol singing in worship that we so enjoy during this season. But many of the 

sights and sounds and experiences of the season will be there for us to enjoy, and 

unlike last year, we’re able to do so in-person, together, as our comfort level 

allows. This is reason enough to “Be Joyful” during this Advent season, as we 

celebrate the light and love of Christ that surrounds us, always.  

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Maureen 

 

Here are some ways to celebrate the season at home:  

Week 1 – Hope – Plant some seeds to tend to over the winter and 

plant in the spring. Seeds are a symbol of hope because they take such a 

long time to grow.  

Week 2 – Peace – Make a list of small things that are peaceful or 

calming—like lighting a candle, or saying a prayer. Whenever you feel 

stressed over this holiday season, pick one thing off the list and do it! 

Week 3 – Joy – Smile at everyone you see—see who smiles back!  

Week 4 – Love – Learn about sending love to others through a loving-

kindness meditation. Use this practice in moments when you are feeling 

especially grumpy. 

 

Be Joyful, continued from page 1 
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Middle High Youth Group (MHYG) meets on the third 

Sunday of the month from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  

MHYG December: This month our theme is BE JOYFUL! 

All fifth through seventh graders are invited to a Christmas 

JOY party to celebrate the season and embrace God’s gift of 

Joy!   

At a time in life when most tweens are struggling to 

figure out who they are, what they like, who to be friends 

with, and what to believe, MHYG is a sacred space to learn, 

grow, and have fun. MHYG offers kids a safe place to explore 

their spirituality, form deep relationships, and let loose 

through fellowship, games, check-ins, and sanctuary time.  

ALL fifth through seventh graders are invited—whether or 

not they attend CCAmherst! MHYG kids are always welcome 

to bring friends.  

Email Pastor Kate for more information.  

 

 

Happy Advent, SHYG! This month, our theme is “BE 

JOYFUL.” Here’s how we’re going to practice joy this month:  

December 5: Advent Party! Get ready to celebrate the 

season with carols, party games, and wrapping presents for 

our CCA gift drives 

December 12: How is Joy a spiritual practice? Come to 

SHYG to find out!   

December 19:  Christmas is right around the corner, do 

you have all your gifts? We will be making some great 

handmade gifts for the hardest people on your list.  

SHYG is a time of fellowship, fun, and faith exploration. 

As always, friends are welcome, whether they attend this 

church, any church, or none at all! SHYG is a place for high 

school kids to connect socially and spiritually, no matter who 

they are or where they are on life’s journey.  

Get in touch with Pastor Kate by text or at 

pastorkate@ccamherst.org for more information!  

 

On Sunday, November 21 we welcomed five new members into our church 

family!   

Deb and Steve Boczenowski live in here in Amherst with their daughter 

Stephanie and her husband, Matt, and their grandchildren, Jeffrey, Jordan, Jasper 

and Jada. Steve is a retired computer security engineer and currently works part-

time as a suicide prevention specialist for NAMI NH. Deb is a retired middle 

school math teacher. They both enjoy walking/hiking, biking, kayaking, skiing, 

working in the garden, and caring for their grandchildren. Steve has joined our 

Chancel Choir and is also a member of one of our Small Group Ministry groups 

and the Racial Justice group.  

Patricia Bodan lives in Amherst and is a neighbor to Anita and John 

Swanson. She’s a retired optical engineer and is now a dog trainer and owner of 

Dog’s Choice Training and Pet Sitting, where she specializes in rehabilitating 

reactive dogs. She enjoys hiking and golf and competing in dog agility events 

(obstacle course running with dogs). She’s also a driver/volunteer at SHARE.  

Patricia is a member of our one of our Small Group Ministry groups! 

Cheryl Gagne and Paul Mowatt live 

in Temple. NH. Cheryl was born and 

raised in Dover, NH, and Paul was born 

and raised in Foxboro, MA, Paul is a 

building contractor (35 years in the 

business!) who loves to ski, kayak, hike, 

camp, and climb mountains, and he’s 

an avid cribbage player on his less 

adventurous days. He has two adult 

children: Lindsay and Taylor. Cheryl 

works in healthcare as a scheduling 

agent for 12 MD offices with Wentworth 

Douglass Hospital and Mass General.  

She enjoys cooking, organizing, hiking, 

kayaking, camping, bicycling, the 

theater, playing the clarinet, and ringing 

handbells. Cheryl is now a member of 

our bell choir! 

Patricia Bodan 

Deb and Steve Boczenowski 

Paul Mowatt and Cheryl Gagne 

mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org
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This year our Small Groups are 

focusing on the BE A BLESSING theme 

that is guiding our Creative Worship 

and other church programs. Each 

month we’ll focus on a different way we 

might be a blessing to others by living 

our faith in the world.   

In December, our focus theme is 

“Be Joyful” and our focus scripture is 

Luke:1:39-55, where Mary and 

Elizabeth rejoice over the impending 

births of their sons, John and Jesus. 

Where do you find joy in your life? How 

do we find joy when we’re not in a 

joyful mood or not in a joyful place in 

our life? Are we really meant to “rejoice 

always” and ignore our sorrows, or can 

we feel both joy and sorrow at the 

same time? 

 

December Meeting Schedule: 

Sunday Group, December 5,  

12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesday Group, December 7, 

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Group Discussion Topics: 

January:   Work for Justice 

February:    Lead with Love 

March:   Pray Often 

April:    Have Courage 

May:   Be the Light 

June:   Encourage Others 

 

If you’re interested in joining one of 

our groups, please contact Pastor 

Maureen at 673-3231 x11 -  

pastormaureen@ccamherst.org.   

Last year, we put on a Virtual Christmas Pageant that was a big hit with the 

kids and the congregation alike! This year, under the direction of our Interim 

Children’s Coordinator, Gretchen Davis, and Associate Pastor Kate, our church 

school is taking on the CCA Second Annual Pre-recorded Christmas Pageant, and 

it’s going to knock your socks off. Mark your calendars – our 2021 Christmas 

Pageant will premiere during worship on December 19!  

We are recording this year’s pageant during worship on December 5. If you 

have a little one and would like more information about how to sign up for a role, 

email Gretchen Davis at churchschool@ccamherst.org.  

 

 

 

  

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is 

a unique special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that affords us an 

opportunity to recognize and honor those who serve our beloved church.  One of 

the special aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct financial 

assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay employees. Here are some examples 

from the 2020 drive: 

 $252,000 in Christmas Thank You Checks to 504 retired UCC clergy/lay 

employees. Retirees with limited financial resources receive a gift at 

Christmas time as a way of saying “thank you” for years of service to the 

United Church of Christ. 

  $1,180,187  in Pension Supplementation to 276 lower-income retired 

UCC clergy/lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources 

receive monthly payments to bring their household income up to a 

minimum level so that they can afford basic needs such as food, utilities 

or medical expenses. 

 $274,008 in Health Benefits Supplementation to 89 lower-income retired 

UCC clergy/lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources 

receive assistance to pay their UCC Medicare Supplement Plan 

premiums. 

 $214,649 in Emergency Grants to 96 active/retired UCC clergy/lay 

employees. Sometimes those who serve the Church face unforeseen 

circumstances that create financial need. Our help and emergency funds 

are available to assist in covering those costs. 

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees 

whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This 

is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this 

ministry of compassion and care.   

Please consider contributing to this special fund: 

• Donate using the special Christmas Fund pew envelopes Dec 1 – 24. 

• Donate online at any time using our online Donate page. Choose ‘Other 

Donations’ and make sure to put ‘Christmas Fund Appeal’ in the text line.  

• You can send in a check to the church, 11 Church St., Amherst, NH 

03031 and put ‘Christmas Fund’ in the memo line.   

 

For more information visit UCC Pension Board Info Page 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
mailto:churchschool@ccamherst.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOcqMtPW6v3VCFwlmdLJZGbtskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0px0c5zDSZmeCmfTxic45A-Q=&ver=3
https://www.pbucc.org/christmas-fund-home


Page 6  

The WA extends a huge THANK 

YOU to all those who supported this 

year's Sleigh Bells Marketplace which 

allows us to contribute to the work of 

the church. Thanks to crafters, spon-

sors, donors, bidders and those who 

spread the word about the auction we 

had another successful year! 

You Shop.  Amazon gives. 
 

Amazon has donated more than $320 million globally to charitable 

organizations through the AmazonSmile program since its launch in 2013. 

AmazonSmile provides a convenient way for customers to support charities they 

care about every time they shop with Amazon—including our church!  

Customers who shop at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they 

know and love, with the added bonus that AmazonSmile will donate a portion of 

the eligible purchase price!  

How to use AmazonSmile on a web browser:  

1. Visit smile.amazon.com  

2. Sign in with the same account you use for Amazon.com  

3. Select your charity: The Congregational Church of Amherst, NH (Amherst, 

NH)  

4. Start shopping! Remember to checkout at smile.amazon.com to generate 

donations for your chosen charity. 

 Tip: Add a bookmark to make it easier to shop at smile.amazon.com.  

How to use AmazonSmile using the Amazon app on your mobile phone:  

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app  

2. Navigate to the main menu (=) (usually in the lower right corner of the 

phone)  

3. Scroll down until you see ‘Settings’: Tap on Settings and then scroll down 

and select “AmazonSmile”  

4. Select your charity: The Congregational Church of Amherst, NH (Amherst, 

NH)  

5. Follow the on-screen instructions to turn ON AmazonSmile in the mobile 

app  

6. Once AmazonSmile has been activated in your app, future eligible app 

purchases will generate a donation for the charity you have selected.  

 

Note: The tablet app is not yet supported. Please visit smile.amazon.com/

onthego to learn more  

The Sunday Joys and Concerns 

are emailed to those who want to 

include them in their daily personal 

prayers.  If you would like to receive 

them each week, please let Andrea in 

t h e  c h u r c h  o f f i c e  k n o w : 

andrea@ccamherst.org. 

 

The SHARE Food Pantry continues 

to be busy. Please know your donations 

are needed and truly appreciated.  

 

December 

Pantry Requests: 

toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, bar soap, 

deodorants, shampoo,  

conditioner, feminine 

hygiene products, 

diapers, wipes 

 

Donations should be brought 

directly to the SHARE Center in Milford; 

if you are unsure where, please call 

their office at 673-9898.  Many thanks 

for your continuing support! 

 

Volunteers are needed on Sunday 

mornings to help run the live-stream 

camera and laptop during worship.  It’s 

easy and we are hoping to train a few 

more folks so the rotation is easy on 

everyone. Contact Doug Topliffe if you’d 

like to learn. 

 
Flowers can be given to  

remember a loved one or to 

celebrate a special occasion. The donor 

arranges with a local florist to have 

their chosen flowers delivered, or can 

create their own arrangement and 

deliver it on Saturday.  After the service 

they may take the flowers home or 

donate them to someone in need of 

some cheer. There are many openings 

in the coming months. Contact Andrea 

in the church office to schedule a 

Sunday. 
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Congregational Church Of 
Amherst Receives Grant 

from the Bean Foundation 
 

The Capital Campaign committee 

applied for and has received an 

$18,520 grant from the Norwin S. and 

Elizabeth N. Bean Foundation to 

restore and refurbish seven windows in 

the building’s community meeting 

space (the vestry). Upon making the 

award, representatives from the 

foundation noted the importance of the 

space to the community and how well 

the project met with the wishes of the 

foundation’s original benefactor, Mrs. 

Bean. Sue Spiess, Paul Spiess, Anne 

Krantz, Andrea Cyr and Doug Topliffe 

all contributed to this successful grant 

application. 

• Updated plumbing and electrical upgrades to the parsonage 

• Restoration of parsonage windows 

• Storm windows for the sanctuary (on order) 

What we have remaining: 

• Restoration of the meetinghouse windows. Storm windows are on order 

now. 

We are grateful to the members of our congregation and the community who 

supported our campaign to make our meetinghouse and parsonage safe, secure 

and welcoming for the present and the future.  

We are thankful to all those who worked tirelessly to ensure that our 

resources were spent wisely and well. The Capital Campaign Steering Team 

members included Doug Topliffe and Susan Holden (Capital Campaign co-chairs) 

Anne Krantz, Will Redway, Kathy Skoglund, Sue Spiess, Todd Whitney (campaign 

treasurer), Barbara Williams (Grants chair), Pat Buben, and Community Outreach 

co-chairs Paul Spiess and Travis Warren.  The Building Team members included 

Jack Buben, Anne Krantz, Dick and Sue Stout, John Swanson, Doug Topliffe 

(chair), Charlie Vars, Todd Whitney, and Alicia Wight. All these volunteers deserve 

our heartfelt thanks.  

We are excited that our campaign is very close to reaching all its goals and 

will close on December 31 as planned. As we near the end of this campaign, we 

find that we need just one more ask to help finance the meetinghouse window 

restoration project. To encourage additional giving, the current members of the 

Steering Team have collectively pledged an additional $25,000 as a matching gift 

towards the window restoration project. We hope that members of the 

congregation who are able will step forward with an additional $25,000 to make 

the window restoration a reality. We welcome any additional pledges to help us 

close this gap and ask they be completed by March 2022.  

We can say with great pride that as a congregation, we accepted the 

challenge that it was Our Time, Our Turn, and WE DID IT!!  

 
 Members of the church World Service team, SHYG, MHYG and church school all worked together to assemble 10 kitchen 

kits.  These are an essential part of our Home Starter program, as almost every recipient needs one.  Thank you so much for 

your ongoing generosity and support of this program! For more information, visit our Home Starter page: https://

www.ccamherst.org/homestarter/ 

Our Time, Our Turn: Last Chapter! continued from page 1 

https://www.ccamherst.org/homestarter/
https://www.ccamherst.org/homestarter/
https://www.ccamherst.org/homestarter/
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