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When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart. 

—Howard Thurman 
 
Christmas is over. The decorations have been taken down. The cookies and 

candy canes have been eaten. The gifts have been enjoyed, put in the back of a 

closet, or returned.  And for many of us, the Magi won’t even make it to January 6th 

– the Day of Epiphany – as they’ve been carefully returned to their box along with 

the nativity set and stored in the attic or basement or garage until next year.  But 

in this season of Epiphany, which this year brings us right through to the beginning 

of March, the real “work” of Christmas begins.  

The word epiphany means “revelation” – and in the Christian church this is 

the season we celebrate the many ways in which God is revealed in Jesus. The 

work that Jesus did in his lifetime is where we see God moving in our world.  Jesus 

ticked off everything on Howard Thurman’s list above. He found the lost, healed 

the broken, fed the hungry, released the prisoners, rebuilt nations, brought peace 

among others, and made music in the hearts of those who truly knew him, heard 

him, and followed him.  

Sunday, January 16 

10:00 a.m.  

 

Mark your calendars! “Creative 

Worship” happens on the THIRD 

SUNDAY every month! This year our 

overarching theme is BE A BLESSING 

and each month we’ll have a different 

focus statement/scripture to inspire us 

to be a blessing to others. In worship, 

we’ll come together as the community 

of Christ with special music, interactive 

liturgy, and an engaging message.  

In January, our worship theme is 

“Work For Justice” to coincide with 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Our 

scripture focus will be Jesus’ parable of 

the Vineyard Workers (Matthew 20:1-

16). This parable about day laborers 

being paid equally for unequal work is 

the parable most likely to elicit cries of 

“That’s not fair!” from those who hear 

it. What is fair? What kind of justice are 

we working for? We hope you can join 

us in-person or online! 

An interview with Pastor Kate, Ken D’Ambrosio 
and Kathy Johnson 

By Sue Spiess 

 

 “I enjoyed youth group as a teenager so much,” said Ken D’Ambrosio 

when asked why he agreed to become a leader of the Senior High Youth Group. 

He and his wife Terri Behm joined CCA in large part because we had an active 

youth group, and their daughter Isabella is currently a member of the SHYG.  

“Youth group was such a huge part of my son Corey’s life,” responded Kathy 

Johnson when asked the same question. After having served 2 ½ terms as a 

deacon, Kathy wanted to remain active in the church’s activities and she was 

happy to become involved with the SHYG.  

Kathy Johnson 

Continued on page 3 

Continued on page 2 
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Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

 

Church school available. 

 

How to reach us: 

Office Phone  (603) 673-3231, 

(603) 673-6848 

www.ccamherst.org 

Facebook.com/ccamherst 

Instagram.com/ccamherstnh 

  
The church office is open  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and  

is available by telephone and email  

Monday through Friday. 

 

Send in all news by the  

fifteenth of the month. 

 

Announcements  

for the Sunday bulletins  

are due Thursday morning. 

 

*********************** 
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pastorkate@ccamherst.org 

 

Andrea Cyr 
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Sara L. Phelps 

Director of Music 

kalben1@comcast.net 

 

Michael Havay 

Organist 

michaelh117@gmail.com 

 

Wendy Valeri 

Bell Choir Director 

wendylazott@tds.net 

 

Gretchen Davis 
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churchschool@ccamherst.org 

In conversations with Ken and Kathy, it is obvious that their past positive 

experiences have been major motivators for responding to Pastor Kate’s request 

to become leaders. They clearly enjoy being with the teens and are excited about 

this year’s class. Pastor Kate says that both leaders know how to interact with 

kids while still being adults (not always an easy task, I think!) and are always 

“present.” Each brings different skills and personalities, which is why they work 

well as a team.  Ken is “intuitive and kind,” and Kathy is a “natural” with great 

ideas, Kate believes.  

Ken, a self-described technophile who has always been interested in 

computers, owned his first computer in 1981 and is currently a Senior Cloud 

Administrator. He and Terri moved to Amherst from Merrimack in 2010 and joined 

the church shortly thereafter. Having two daughters (Brittainy is now 30) has given 

him lots of insights into the teen years.  

Kathy and her husband Steve moved to Amherst from southern California 27 

years ago. Her years as a Deacon and chaperone on mission trips has kept her 

connected her to the church. As the office manager at Wilkins School for 23 years, 

mother of two daughters and one son, and grandmother of four, she has had lots 

of experience! In her spare time, she works out and loves to travel.  

Both leaders credit the teens in the youth group for its success. “They are 

awesome,” says Kathy. The 10-15 teenagers, a “small but mighty group” 

according to Pastor Kate, meet every Sunday afternoon for games, a “check-in 

time,” and a lesson; now they are focusing on integrity and gratitude. The check-in 

time is an opportunity to share what has been going on during the past week for 

each teen. It is interesting, Pastor Kate notes, how what each person chooses to 

share changes and deepens through the year as everyone becomes more 

comfortable within the group.    

One of the major motivators for teens to join the SHYG is going on the mission 

trip in the spring. The cohesiveness of the group that has developed during the 

year is on full display during the trip. This year they are going to Austin, Texas. The 

focus will be food insecurity, and they will be working on farms and in food banks. 

The knowledge and skills they learn can be put into action here in New 

Hampshire, and Kathy, Ken, and Pastor Kate will be there to guide them.  

Working Together with the SHYG, continued from page 1 
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When we call ourselves Christians – or followers of Christ - we’re telling the 

world that we signed up to do this work as well. However, after all the work we did 

getting ready for Christmas, and then celebrating Christmas, it’s understandable if 

some of us would like to take a break from all this talk of “work” for a while. We’ve 

barely had time to break our New Year’s resolutions. Perhaps we can find the lost, 

heal the broken, and rebuild nations in February? 

Yet here we are in January, and our church-wide “Be a Blessing” theme for the 

month is “Work For Justice” – a directive that is not directly named in Thurman’s 

“Work of Christmas” poem, but is implied in everything he does name.  This is a 

fitting theme for January, given it’s the month where we celebrate the Rev. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s birthday. It was the Rev. King who famously said, “Injustice 

anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  King lost his life while doing the work 

of justice, as did Jesus. Most of us will never know what it’s like to risk our life in 

such a way, nor are we willing to take such a risk. But as followers of Christ – and 

as people who may enjoy a certain level of privilege - there are a multitude of ways 

that we might do the work of justice that don’t involve putting our lives on the line 

or depleting our energy reserves to the point where we give up on the work 

because it just feels too hard.   

In January, we’ll explore some of the ways that we might “Work For Justice” - 

in our Creative Worship service (on January 16), in our Small Group Ministry group 

gatherings, in our Church School, and in our youth gatherings. A good place to 

begin is to reflect on Thurman’s “Work of Christmas” poem and look for the ways 

that you see God revealed in our world – in our community – in our church – and 

in yourself. You may just have an epiphany as you do so - and realize that perhaps 

you can do this work after all.  

  

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Maureen 

Work For Justice, continued from page 1 

 

This year our Small Groups are 

focusing on the BE A BLESSING theme 

that is guiding our Creative Worship 

and other church programs. Each 

month we’ll focus on a different way we 

might be a blessing to others by living 

our faith in the world.   

In January, our focus theme is 

“Work for Justice.”  

 

January Meeting Schedule: 

Sunday Group, January 2,  

11:30 - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday Group, January 4, 

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Group Discussion Topics: 

February:    Lead with Love 

March:   Pray Often 

April:    Have Courage 

May:   Be the Light 

June:   Encourage Others 

 

If you’re interested in joining one of 

our groups, please contact Pastor 

Maureen at 673-3231 x11 -  

pastormaureen@ccamherst.org.   

The Racial Justice Group at CCA 

is dedicated to learning about the 

impact of racism on God’s world and 

our own hearts and minds, and taking 

action to bring about justice and the 

kin-dom of God in our community. 

Through reading, discussion, and 

service, CCA’s Racial Justice Group 

seeks to live more fully into God’s call 

to love our neighbor as ourselves.  

The Racial Justice Group meets 

every second Sunday of the month 

after worship. All who seek to learn 

more are welcome to join—you do not 

need to have participated in past 

meetings to join the conversation 

now! If you are interested in 

participating, please contact Pastor 

Kate or Steve Boczenowski.  

 

It is important to us to have 

accurate contact information for you! 

Please take a moment this month to 

check your information in the church 

directory, especially phone numbers! 

Many people only use their cell phones 

now but haven’t updated that 

information in the directory.  You can 

view your directory information in the 

Member section of the website. You 

can also update your information using 

the Contact Update form on the same 

page: https://www.ccamherst.org/

m e m b e r s / c h u r c h - d i r e c t o r y -

information/ 

Thank you for your help! 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
https://www.ccamherst.org/members/church-directory-information/
https://www.ccamherst.org/members/church-directory-information/
https://www.ccamherst.org/members/church-directory-information/


Page 4  

Adult Ed Series: 

A NEW Look at the OLD Testament 
January 19 

10:00-11:30 a.m. on Zoom 
  

Is the OLD Testament still relevant today? Who wrote it and why? Join us as we 

take a NEW look at the OLD Testament through this video lecture series produced 

by the Great Courses. We’ll explore the writings of the prophets, the poetry of the 

Psalms, the wisdom of Proverbs, the suffering of Job, and how we might see the 

entire Old Testament as one grand story. These dynamic lectures, given by Robert 

D. Miller II, Professor of Old Testament at The Catholic University of America, 

examine the original contexts and give us a new look at these ancient texts with a 

fresh perspective.  

We’ll watch the video together as a group and then have a discussion 

facilitated by Pastor Maureen. The class will meet every first and third Wednesday 

at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom. (Note: there is no class the FIRST Wednesday in JANUARY) 

All are welcome! Please RSVP to pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to receive the 

Zoom link, or access the link on our church website in the Members section under 

“Wednesday Adult Ed.” 

 

A New Look at the Old Testament - Upcoming Schedule: 

January 19 – “Ecclesiastes and the Vanity of Vanities” 

February 2 – “Job’s Suffering and Understanding 

February 16 – “Slaying the Dragons of the Old Testament” 

 

 

Calling all parents of young children!  

The CCA Parents Group is reconvening in 2022.  
 

Parents Group is a playgroup that meets in-person, once a 

month. It’s a place for kids to play and parents to explore their 

spiritual lives and experiences. Through readings and discussion, young parents at 

CCA get to know each through fellowship and faith formation.  

Parents group is open to parents of all genders, whether they attend this 

church, any church, or none at all! This group welcomes all who are seeking 

authentic connection, spiritual conversation, and deeper friendship with people on 

a similar part of life’s path.  

If you are interested in joining the parents group, reach out to Pastor Kate at 

pastorkate@ccamherst.org.  

 

Middle High Youth Group (MHYG) 

meets on the third Sunday of the 

month from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. This 

month, on January 16th, our theme is 

“Work For Justice,” and we will be 

talking about the ways in which caring 

about justice in our community helps 

us be faithful Christians in our hearts.  

At a time in life when most tweens 

are struggling to figure out who they 

are, what they like, who to be friends 

with, and what to believe, MHYG is a 

sacred space to learn, grow, and have 

fun. MHYG offers kids a safe place to 

explore their spirituality, form deep 

relationships, and let loose through 

fellowship, games, check-ins, and 

sanctuary time.  

ALL fifth through seventh graders 

are invited—whether or not they attend 

CCAmherst! MHYG kids are always 

welcome to bring friends.  

Email Pastor Kate for more 

information.  

 

Happy New Year, SHYG! This 

January, in honor of our church’s 

Creative Worship theme “Work for 

Justice,” we will be focusing on getting 

ready for our mission trip in June by 

studying up on the food justice issues 

in our own community.  

SHYG is a time of fellowship, fun, 

and faith exploration. As always, 

friends are welcome, whether they 

attend this church, any church, or none 

at all! SHYG is a place for high school 

kids to connect socially and spiritually, 

no matter who they are or where they 

are on life’s journey.  

Get in touch with Pastor Kate by 

text or at pastorkate@ccamherst.org 

for more information!  

 

 

Just a quick note to say thank you to all of the parents, 

volunteers, and kids that made our first in-church-

virtual-Christmas-Pageant a success!! You helped to 

bring some magic and joy to our Christmas season, and 

we are so grateful for each and every one of you.  

  

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org
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On January 21, 2018, the congregation approved a 

Capital Campaign feasibility study and our first project, the 

replacement of the failing fire suppression system. Nine 

months later, our Capital Campaign was launched. We called 

it “Our Time, Our Turn.” We knew that it was time to repair, restore, and renew our 

historic meetinghouse and parsonage. We could no longer afford not to make 

needed repairs and replacements to outdated and often dangerous systems in 

the buildings. We also knew that as custodians of the almost 250-year-old 

meetinghouse, we had an obligation to maintain the signature building on the 

town green. We knew it was our turn to “celebrate our history” and “secure our 

future.”  

WE DID IT!!! Members of the congregation and the community stepped 

forward and raised $741,137. We have completed all the needed projects, with 

the exception of the ongoing restoration of the sanctuary windows. We did this 

without spending funds we did not have on hand. A last-minute matched 

fundraising brought in the $50,000 needed. We look forward to receiving any 

outstanding pledges for the campaign by December 31 and for the matching grant 

by March 31, 2022. 

A heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to the success of the campaign. It is 

time to celebrate and to know that when it was our turn, we answered the call. 

The capital campaign team is planning a joyful celebration in the spring. 

 
Flowers can be given to  

remember a loved one or to 

celebrate a special occasion. The donor 

arranges with a local florist to have their 

chosen flowers delivered, or can create 

their own arrangement and deliver it on 

Saturday.  After the service they may 

take the flowers home or donate them to 

someone in need of some cheer. There 

are many openings in the coming 

months. Contact Andrea in the church 

office to schedule a Sunday. 

 

We continue to see on occasion spam emails circulating that disguise 

themselves as being from Pastor Maureen.  If you receive one of these suspicious 

emails, please do not click on any links or reply to the email – just delete it.   

This spam email is one that many pastors and churches are dealing with 

these days.  The scammer takes public information and pretends to be someone 

you trust. 

If you are unsure if an email you received appearing to be from us is fake, just 

hover over the sender’s name/email with your mouse.  If it is legitimate, the return 

email address will show that is from @ccamherst.org.  If you don’t see that, it is 

not from us. 

We are sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

The Sunday Joys and Concerns 

are emailed to those who want to 

include them in their daily personal 

prayers.  If you would like to receive 

them each week, please let Andrea in 

t h e  c h u r c h  o f f i c e  k n o w : 

andrea@ccamherst.org. 

 

LIVESTREAM SUNDAY WORSHIP: 

Volunteers are needed on Sunday 

mornings to help run the live-stream 

camera and laptop during worship.  It’s 

easy and we are hoping to train a few 

more folks so the rotation is easy on 

everyone. Contact Doug Topliffe if you’d 

like to learn. 

 

LIVING NATIVITY 2022: 

The Church School is currently 

looking for help to build a new and 

improved living Nativity structure.  Our 

current manger scene has not 

weathered our New England winters 

very well and is in disrepair.  As this is a 

much loved Christmas tradition in our 

church we would very much like to 

reconstruct it with new materials for 

the 2022 Christmas season.  If this is a 

project you may be interested in 

helping, please contact Gretchen Davis 

at churchschool@ccamherst.org for 

more details.   

  

The SHARE Food Pantry continues 

to be busy. Please know your 

donations are needed and truly 

appreciated.   

 

January Pantry 

Requests: 

Canned Ham,  

Canned Meats,  

Side Dishes  

(seasoned pasta mix, 

hamburger helper, etc.),  

Ravioli & Beefaroni   

  

Donations should be brought directly 

to the SHARE Center in Milford.  Thank 

you for your continuous support! 

mailto:churchschool@ccamherst.org
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A heartfelt thank you to all those who contributed to our church's annual Christmas gift drives.  Your 

generosity and thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated and has helped bring Christmas joy to many local 

children and adults! Several folks from our church, including Santa & Mrs. Claus, and their Elf assistant 

(Gene Heighton & Joan Lyons, and Cindy Boynton), went to Family Promise of Southern NH on December 

13th to deliver those gifts to the children residing in their facility.  Here are a couple of photos from that 

special evening.  
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