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“You cannot depend on your eyes  
when your imagination is out of focus.”  

 
― Mark Twain 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
October 24, 2021 Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING CHIMES 
Let us be gathered in silence so that we may prepare to worship. 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
PRELUDE Boundless Mercy Anthony Giamanco 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: We come to this sanctuary entangled with the worries of the world. 
Many:    Our minds wrestle with thoughts and concerns that are difficult to quiet… 
One: The cost of food, health care, and education. 
Many: The cost of war and peace. 
One: Whether we will find meaning in worship this morning. 
Many: Whether the person sitting next to us is hurting or afraid. 
One: Our spirit would be more at ease, if only we had one more moment to breathe . . . 
Many: One more hour of sleep. 
One: One more deposit in the bank. 
Many: One more week of vacation. 
One: One more day in each week. 
Many: One more hour in each day. 
 
One: As we lift our eyes to God’s holy altar,  
 we are reminded that we are not in the world alone. 
Many: With intention, we shake off our worldly cares,  
 turn our eyes to God in praise,  
 and trust God’s Spirit to revive and renew us again. 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
All-powerful God, we invoke your presence among us,  
for we seek the knowledge and energy you alone can provide.  
Your ways are wonderful beyond our understanding.  
When our strength is spent, our vision clouded,  
and our hope gone,  
you reach out in ways we often fail to discern.  



We take heart to think that you are calling us to yourself,  
opening our eyes to see your wonders as if for the first time.  
We want to be part of your faithful presence  
in a world that too often loses sight of the holy.  
We seek to walk in your way.  
Your way of love.  
 
Open our eyes and our hearts, as we pray the words that Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
COMMISSIONING OF CONFIRMANDS AND MENTORS 
 

Confirmand  Mentor 
Charles Curtis Roger Hooper 
Zachary Elmer Bridget Thompson 
Phoebe Handwerk Kathleen Cashins 
Hadley Hornor Kim Ahearn 
Ella Normandin Linda Donaldson 
Audrey Pyles  Sara Phelps 
Declan Pyles Dave Hagerstrom 
Lucy Wysor Katy Kennedy 

 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 10:46-52 
 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’  
Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’  
And they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’  
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  
Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’  
The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’  
Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’  
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.  
 
SERMON “Blind Spots” 
 



ANTHEM For the Beauty of the Earth arr. Kevin McChesney 
 Bell Choir 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
If you have a prayer to share, fill out a prayer card in your pew and place it in the “Joys and Concerns” 
plate at the back of the sanctuary. Ushers will bring the cards forward to the pastor during the 
Anthem. 
 
INVITATION TO OUR OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
Receive from us, O God, the best we have to give. All we have comes from you. We return a portion 
of the gifts you have given us with joy, to accomplish the work we intend to do together in your 
name. We bring ourselves as well, to be blessed by you, so that while we are apart our words and 
deeds will continue to be a significant offering to the world. Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Go Forth in Faith Franklin Ritter 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
 
(*Indicates that those who are able may stand.) 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 

October 31: Ruth 1:1-18 and Psalm 146 
 Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Psalm 119:1-8 
 Hebrews 9:11-14 
 Mark 12:28-34 
 
November 7: Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 and Psalm 127 
 1 Kings 17:8-16 and Psalm 146 
 Hebrews 9:24-28 
 Mark 12:38-44 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST, NH, UCC 
 

A Welcoming, Open and Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

 
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here.” 
 

We, the members of The Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those 
who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should 
you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

 
Worship Notes:  

• Church school is available for children Pre-K through grade 7. 

• The nursery is not currently staffed.  Parents with very young children are welcome to use it 
during worship. 

• Joys and Concerns may be written on the cards found on the small table as you entered the 
sanctuary. You are also welcome to submit your prayer request through our website in 
advance of the worship service. 

• Offering plates can be found at the front and the rear of the sanctuary. 

• Please join us in the memorial garden for fellowship after the worship service, weather 
permitting. 

• In the event of an emergency, please remain seated until instructions have been given.  An 
emergency plan is in place for the children in the church school. 

 
The church office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 1:00 p.m., and 

available Monday through Friday by telephone 673-3231 and by email info@ccamherst.org.  Please 
feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we can.  Visit our church ’s 
website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook.com/ccamherst and Instagram.com/
ccamherstnh. 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 

Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 

Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

Gail Wiegand Deacon in Charge 

****************************************************** 

Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 

Gretchen Davis Interim Children’s Coordinator 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given 
by Sally and Roger Hooper, in loving 
memory of their nephew's children, Abby 
and Anna, who went to Heaven 8 years 
ago.  
 
SANCTUARY TOUR: All church school 
children are invited to tour the sanctuary 
after today’s worship service. Pastor 
Maureen and Pastor Kate will provide an 
up close look at all the pieces of the altar, 
show how the church bell is rung, and give 
the children a chance to hear music played 
on the organ. Masks will be be 
required.  Contact Gretchen Davis for more 
information. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for 
October include canned fruit, flour, sugar, 
boxed cake mixes, baking supplies, coffee 
and tea, juice,  and granola. Donations 
should be brought directly to the SHARE 
Center in Milford; if you are unsure where, 
please call their office at 673-9898. Many 
thanks for your continuing support! 

Financial Summary 
(as of September 30, 2021) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $144,127 $160,997 $(16,870) 
Expenses $138,490 $135,240 $(  3,249) 
Net Income $    5,637 $  25,757 $(20,120) 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, Paul 
Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim Wiegand 
(Treasurer). 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED on Sunday mornings 
to help run the live-stream camera and laptop 
during worship.  It’s easy and we are hoping to 
train a few more folks so the rotation is easy on 
everyone.  Contact Doug Topliffe if you’d like to 
learn. 



KITCHEN KIT DRIVE: As part of this year’s Be 
a Blessing theme, October is 'Do Good' month, 
and the World Service team is taking this to 
heart by hosting a Kitchen Kit drive. These 
kitchen kits are a staple of our Home Starter 
Program – every Home Starter recipient has 
needed one of these kits and we like to have 
several on hand.  Sign up for items using 
our SignUp Genius link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040e48a8ac2aa4ff2-kitchen   
(on both the SOS and Home Starter pages). We 
will send you a confirmation email with 
detailed information. You can shop on your 
own locally or use our Amazon Wish List. 

Our Church Calendar 

October 24—30, 2021 
 

Some events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  
of recurring meetings with their links can be  
found  in the member section of our website. 

 
Today   9:50 a.m. Church School 
 10:00 a.m. Worship— 
  Sanctuary 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship— 
  Memorial Garden 
   4:00 p.m. Senior High Youth 
  Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Assoc.— 
  Vestry 
 
Tuesday   7:00 p.m. World Service Team 
 
Wednesday   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting— 
  Parlor 
 
Thursday   5:00 p.m. Reopening Team  
   6:00 p.m. Bell Choir— 
  Sanctuary 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir— 
  Sanctuary 

TRICK OR TREAT IS ON this year, and we will 
be handing out candy to all the trick-or-treaters 
in the village. Volunteers and candy 
donations needed.  Contact Meredith Dart if 
you can help (603-305-9065 or 
meredith.dart@astellas.com). 
 
LEVI SUNDAY is November 7 after worship.  
We have planned a number of outdoor 
activities, including raking and general lawn 
and grounds clean up. We also have some loam 
that needs to be spread in the memorial garden 
area.  Please bring your own rakes and tools to 
help accomplish the jobs you would like to help 
with. Many hands make light work! 

 
DONATED ALTAR FLOWERS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME: Flowers can be given to remember 
a loved one or to celebrate a special occasion. 
The donor arranges with a local florist to have 
their chosen flowers delivered, or can create 
their own arrangement and deliver it on 
Saturday.  After the service they may take the 
flowers home or donate them to someone in 
need of some cheer. There are many openings 
in the coming months. Contact Andrea in the 
church office to schedule a Sunday. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040e48a8ac2aa4ff2-kitchen
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040e48a8ac2aa4ff2-kitchen


Sunday, October 24, 2021 


