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Children’s Sunday on May 16 was
a joyous celebration on a beautiful
spring day. Families, children, teachers
and pastors gathered as church school
celebrated a year not like any other.
Thank you Marti Warren, for capturing
the festivities.
Brown bag lessons have concluded
for the church school year. During the
summer months, Sunday bulletin
notices for church school will continue
to supply information to support
parents and friends with faith and
spiritual nurturing for children.
Spark Story Bibles used for our
brown bag lessons can be used during
the summer to support the Biblical
stories referred to in the bulletin.
Enjoy this life—
See you on Rally Sunday!

The Annual Meeting’s presentation
slides and Zoom recording are now
available in the members section of
our church website. The 2020-2021
Annual Report is available on the
website, and printed copies are on the
table in the narthex and available
through the church office.

In this a-typical year we find ourselves preparing for yet another a-typical
summer. Normally my June Spire message focuses on how our church tends to
“slow down” over the summer - as our program year ends, our Church School goes
on hiatus, our choirs take a much needed break, and our worship attendance dips
as people travel or head to summer homes. Last year, instead of scattering to the
winds, most of us stayed put due to the pandemic. And because we were longing
for connection rather than disconnection, many of our church groups and
programs continued over the summer, albeit in a “virtual” way. Our online summer
worship was well-attended as well, as people were able to watch when and where
they wanted.
The summer of 2021 is once again a-typical. As restrictions ease, many of us
will be traveling again and seeing family and far off places for the first time in over
a year. Our recorded worship will continue, so folks still have the option of joining
us from afar. And we will continue to gather in-person on Sunday mornings (at
10:00 a.m. in June, moving to 9:00 a.m. in July and August) welcoming back those
of you who feel comfortable worshiping in our sanctuary.
If you’re not yet comfortable gathering inside, you’re welcome to join us
outside after worship for a time fellowship in our Memorial Garden. Masks will
continue to be required inside our building and we will continue to social distance
in our sanctuary, but for our outdoor fellowship masks are recommended but not
required. Masking for other outdoor gatherings will be up to the discretion of
group leaders and participants according to their needs.
Last month, our focus was on “reopening” and now we’re shifting to
“regathering.” What’s the difference? Reopening involved making our space as
safe as possible for those who were ready to return. Regathering involves the
same, but it also challenges us to consider the needs of our congregation as a
Continued on page 3

Senior High Youth Group
June 20-25, the SHYG is away at the Rolling Ridge Retreat Center in North
Andover, MA, for their annual service week. Due in part to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, the group is staying close to home, and learning about need right here
in New England! Throughout the week, the SHYG will be doing conservation work,
reviving the center, and serving at homeless shelters in surrounding cities.
Here are some things you can do to support the SHYG throughout the week:
Pray! Pray for our trip—pray for good team dynamics, safety, meaningful
connections with the community, and opened eyes and hearts of our teens.
Engage! Watch our Facebook page for posts from the SHYG, and see what we
are doing from afar.
Serve! Have a parallel experience that you can share with the SHYGers when
they return—volunteer for SHARE, Anne-Marie House, or other food banks or
homeless shelters in the area. Help out the Habitat for Humanity Team at
CCAmherst. Ask the World Service Team what they’re up to—pick an activity to do
this week, and let your SHYG team know how it went!
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You Are Invited
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The Congregational Church of Amherst, NH,
United Church of Christ
11 Church Street
Amherst, NH 03031
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Church school lessons available.
How to reach us:
Office Phone (603) 673-3231,
(603) 673-6848
www.ccamherst.org
Facebook.com/ccamherst
Instagram.com/ccamherstnh
The church office is available
by phone and email Monday—Friday,
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Send in all news by the
fifteenth of the month.
Announcements
for the Sunday bulletins
are due Thursday morning.

Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the
World and Become a Good Ancestor, by Layla F. Saad
The new Racial Justice Group at CCA invites you to take part in a summer
series of reflection and exploration as we journal through the book Me and White
Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World and Become a Good Ancestor by
Layla F. Saad. This group will meet for 12 Sundays after
church starting June 6. Come to church, visit at coffee
hour, and then head to the back yard for discussion!
Through definitions, stories, and historical and cultural
context, Me and White Supremacy guides readers through
a process of exploring white privilege and white dominance
in our lives and community, so we can all leave the world
better than we found it. Unlike many of our adult education
offerings, this series is not primarily an academic pursuit—
this book will ask you to explore your inner world, and in
doing so, you will be both challenged and transformed.
You do not need to attend every session to participate,
but you do need to complete the reading and journaling
every week, even if you are away! This way, the group can
learn and grow together.
You can purchase the book on amazon, at your local book store, or at any one
of these black owned bookstores.
If you have any questions or would like to sign up, email Pastor Kate at
pastorkate@ccamherst.org .

***********************

EVERYONE COULD WIN $$!!

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Too good to be true? NO! It’s simple!
PURCHASE A RAFFLE TICKET!

Rev. Maureen R. Frescott
Senior Pastor
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy
Associate Pastor
pastorkate@ccamherst.org
Andrea Cyr
Church Office Administrator
andrea@ccamherst.org
Sara L. Phelps
Director of Music
kalben1@comcast.net
Michael Havay
Organist
michaelh117@gmail.com
Wendy Valeri
Bell Choir Director
wendylazott@tds.net
Marilyn Gibson
Church School Coordinator
mgibson@ccamherst.org

•
•
•
•

10 cash prizes range from $500 - $5,000. Yes, you could win $5,000!
Ticket price is $20 - $10 comes straight back to the church!
Drawing Friday June 18th – you do not need to be in attendance to win!
Bonus: each ticket comes with lots of coupons!

Helpful tips for purchasing:
1. https://golf100holes.com/product/raffle-ticket?ref=59
2. To receive the coupons, ensure when you purchase your tickets you choose
‘YES’ on the ‘Include Local Coupons’ dropdown option.
3. When you proceed through the checkout process, the payment button will
say ‘PROCEED TO PAYPAL’. Click on this button and you will then be directed
to a screen where you can either pay by PAYPAL, Credit, or Debit Card.
This is a fundraising effort of the Milford Rotary Club in conjunction with
their 100 Holes of Golf in One Day charity tournament. Local organizations that
sell tickets receive $10 for each ticket for their own organization. Each year this
event raises considerable funds that are distributed to local, regional, and
international community and non-profit organizations, and are used to provide
$30,000 in scholarships to area students.
Please contact Sally Hooper (sallyhoop@comcast.net, 603-321-1143) for
questions or more details.
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Regathering, continued from page 1
whole as well as our desires as individuals, as we contemplate the next steps we’ll
take to bring our church community back together. In doing so, we’ll seek to discern
what the obstacles or concerns might be for those who are not gathering with us in
person, and what may be of concern for those who are.
Some of us are more cautious about gathering regardless of the precautions
being taken, especially if we or someone we love is not yet vaccinated, cannot be
vaccinated, or is in a higher risk group. Some of us may be concerned that the easing
of the CDC mask recommendations will lead to encounters with unmasked people
inside or outside our church, raising the risk for ourselves or others. Some of us are
tired of wearing masks, or find them uncomfortable (especially in a hot sanctuary)
and therefore are choosing not to gather until masks are no longer required. Some of
us may be missing the fuller service that we can’t yet offer in person, and therefore
are choosing to continue to watch online. And for some of us worship isn’t worship
without singing, or without an option for our children, or without the opportunity to sit
next to one another, and therefore some of us won’t be participating - in-person or
online - until we’re able to raise our voices in song, or send our children off to Church
School, or do away with the social distancing that keeps us apart.
The challenge for us as a community of faith is to hold all of these competing
truths and desires and needs in tension, and to temper our impulse to level judgment
or feel resentment against those whose needs and desires may be different than our
own. If you’re rolling your eyes right now because this is such a “pastor” thing to say, I
understand. We’re all tired. We’re tired of accommodating those who we may feel are
standing in the way of a return to some sense of normalcy – those keeping us from
our joy. Whether we’re shaking our heads at others for being “too cautious” or for
being “not cautious enough,” both of us may see the other as the one who is delaying
the return to normalcy for the community as a whole.
So, how do we re-gather and move forward in this time as the rules continuously
change around us, and as the people around us continue to have a wide-range of
comfort levels with those rules? In many ways we’re all figuring it out as we go along.
None of us has been here before. None of us has lived through a time when our
entire world and life as we know it shut down for over a year, and then just as
suddenly (for some) we’re faced with a reopening of that world. And we have to adjust
to seeing things that seemed “unsafe” for over a year as “safe” or at least “safer”
depending on our at-risk status.
One thing that we can do as a community of faith is to continue to do what we’ve
been doing all along – which is to consider the needs of the most vulnerable among
us as we weigh concerns about health and well-being against concerns about comfort
and convenience; to consider what our “welcome” looks like as we return to in-person
or hybrid gatherings, and to make it a habit to ask “Who are we missing?” and “Who
are we excluding?”; to remind ourselves that no matter how long it takes for us to
return to the rituals and practices and ways of being church that we knew before, in
many way things will never be as they were before. Because we now know we are
church even without our building. We may have known this in theory, but now we
know it in practice. We love to gather and sing, but we also love go out and serve.
God calls us to do both. We are gradually returning to doing the former, but we still
are church as long as we continue to do the latter.
Yet we are a community made up of people who find meaning not just in service,
but also in ritual, tradition, music, and presence, all of which we’ve had to adapt or
live without over the last 14 months. We’re grieving our loss and longing to bring back
what we’ve lost. We’ve reopened, now we have to work on regathering. As we do so
may we be patient with one another and offer one another grace and understanding.
This may be a-typical behavior in our wider culture, but when it comes to walking in
the way of Jesus it is not a-typical at all. May our return to normalcy be not just about
worship or service, but about regathering as this community of Christ.
Peace and blessings,

Pastor Maureen

Prayerful Playgroup
is taking a break from
our regular Zoom
meeting times for
summer vacation! But
we will miss each other
far too much to wait
until September to gather again.
Parents Group will meet once in July
and once in August for a casual
playtime and check-in. Babies to big
kids are welcome to join! Email
pastorkate@ccamherst.org to be
included in our planning.

Thank you from the Diaconate
to those who were able to contribute
for the Easter baskets for those in
need in our local communities.
Appreciation from those that were
able to enjoy a Holiday meal or just
to help make ends meet in a
stressful time. The generous
outreach to those in need from our
church congregation is always
gratefully appreciated!
Thank you from the Diaconate

The SHARE Food Pantry
continues to be busy. Please know
your donations are needed and truly
appreciated.
June
Pantry Requests:
canned fruit, flour,
boxed cake mixes,
baking supplies,
sugar, coffee, tea,
juice, granola
Donations should be brought
directly to the SHARE Center in
Milford. Thank you for your
continuous support!
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Looking Ahead to the
Woman’s Association’s

The WA is planning a fall Good
Stuff Sale (formerly Rummage Sale) on
September 24 & 25 but with a
difference. For this sale there will be no
clothes or fabric goods because of
continuing health precautions.
Starting in August, donations will
be accepted for the sale - a great
opportunity for you to pass along
unwanted items! You can start
collecting items listed below and
putting them in labeled boxes and
bags.
Items wanted:
 Hous ehold it ems: home
decorative items, lamps,
glassware, small working
appliances, pots & pans,
utensils, dishes
 Toys, games, puzzles,
children's books
 Jewelry and accessories
Tell family and friends about this
great way to recycle their still-good
stuff!
This sale will be set up in the
vestry only, so space will be limited.
No large items: no bicycles, large
s port s equipm ent , appliances ,
furniture, computers, TVs, car seats or
baby furniture
No clothing, shoes or fabric items
(linens, etc.)
Please hold your donations until
August when drop-off dates will be
announced. Contact Sally Bowkett, 673
-7409 or sbb46@hotmail.com if you
have questions.

A quick update on the continuing progress of the capital campaign, Our Time
Our Turn:
• With funds in hand, the kitchen is fully gutted, the new countertops and
cabinetry should be delivered around the time you read this, and the prep
work is well underway. The project is expected to be completed by mid
June.
• We are under contract with our chosen painter, the work is planned to
begin the week of June 21, and should be completed in about a month.
Painting of the steeple and clock tower by the Town of Amherst is still
pending.
• The first step of the meetinghouse window renovation is the installation
of storm windows. Pending approval by the Amherst Historical
Commission, we want to order them. There is a long lead time for delivery
and the hope is to have them installed by winter (keeping us warmer and
reducing our heating bills!).
The capital campaign team is very grateful to all those who have supported
Our Time, Our Turn and thankful to those who have completed their pledges. The
team encourages those who can fulfill their pledges now to do so, allowing the
window renovation to begin, as we have promised to not begin the project until
funds are in hand.
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By Anne Krantz, Historian
To accommodate the booming church school
enrollment, in 1957 the church bought the Holmes
building, that is directly across the common from the
church, handy enough for the children to walk to for
their Sunday school class.
Formerly the carriage house for the Amherst Hotel,
among many other uses: carriage shed, livery stable,
school bus shed, dance hall, car dealership, lunch
counter, seamstress shop, grocery and appliance
store, Dept. of Agriculture office, the Holmses bought it
for their NH Country Store, a craft-and-gift shop. Now it
became the church parish house, that included the
church school class rooms on the second floor, plus
office space. The church was able to rent a corner the
ground floor to the Post Office. Over the years until
1977, the Post Office expanded until it used the entire
floor.
The Post Office informed the church when its
lease was about to expire in 1977 that they needed a
larger facility. Likewise, the church school needed
more classroom space, as well as offices and a parlor.
These two project proposals sited in the center of the Amherst Historic District led to a cascade of meetings of town
boards, some heated at times, and many church committee meetings and discussions.
A remedy to resolve the need for expanded classroom space led to a $500,000 proposal for an addition behind the
meetinghouse. Rev. Arnie Johnson realized this plan was “quite unrealistic.” So, it was scaled back to a $250,000 building,
with the expectation of selling the parish house for between $110,000 to $140,000. It was first offered to the town but the
selectmen declined.
A fund-raising campaign led by G. Winthrop Brown was charged
to raise the remaining funds, with the guidance of a professional
fundraising firm.
Both building projects came before the ZBA: a variance request
to change the carriage house to office space was denied in
February 1978. A few months later, April 13, 1878, the ZBA
approved the request for variance to build a new parish house
behind the meetinghouse. To enhance the sale of the existing
parish house, the church offered to increase the uses of the
proposed new building including the community room. It also
offered to put restrictions on the deed “to retain the lot in front
of the building as open space. Bob Rowe further explained that
the church expected the purchaser of the building to be subject
to the restrictions placed on him along with the special
exemption issued by the board in order to conduct business in a
residential district. “The ZBA also restricted any Sunday activity
on the premises.”
This clever restriction forever protects the pastoral setting of our
historic meetinghouse from a view-obstructing building being
situated across the common. Looks like “win-win” for all
concerned.
While these complex issues, including the size of the parking lot
behind the new building, were being negotiated, the church
building committee couldn’t wait to get started and got the
horse shed attached to the rear of the meetinghouse
demolished in 1977, as shown in accompanying photos.
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On Sunday, May 23 we welcomed six new members into our church family!
Gail Miller and Lee Bowley live in Nashua and found their way to our church last
summer through Pastor Kate’s “Waking Up White” book group and our online
worship. They’ve participated regularly over the past year in our worship and in many
of our in-person service opportunities, and Lee is now a member of our World Service
Team. They’ve been married 21 years and have an adult son, Trever. Gail is a letter
carrier for the USPS and Lee is a retired Air Force veteran (21 years) and has an MS
degree in Mental Health Counseling. They both enjoy travel, photography, bird watching, and playing with their new puppy.
Joan and Stephen Egberston moved to Amherst in the fall of 2020, from New Hartford, CT, with their adult daughter, Joy
Anne, and 5-year-old grandson, Adam. The couple’s son, Erik, lives in Amherst with his wife, Kristin, and their 3-year-old
daughter, Evie. We were happy to have Joan and Stephen in worship with us on March 8, 2020, our last in-person service.
They’ve been regular attendees of our online worship and have participated in our in-person service opportunities since
moving to Amherst. They’ve been married for 51 years. Joan is a retired Registered Nurse Educator and enjoys photography,
reading, bowling, and playing the piano. Stephen retired after working for 35 years for the CT State Public Health Laboratory
as a Supervising Virologist and is a veteran of the US Navy. He enjoys creative writing, watercolor painting, and model ship
building.
Heidi and Alvin Fortune live in Bedford and began attending our church in the fall of 2019. They were ready to join our
church in March of 2020, just before the pandemic hit, and have been faithful attendees of our online worship, online book
groups, and in-person service opportunties. Heidi works at Fidelity Investments as an Employee Relations Director and Alvin
works at United Healthcare as a Senior Software Engineer. Heidi loves the ocean, walking, reading, and studio cycle classes.
Alvin is BBQ smoker enthusiast and a board member of the Joe Yukica Football Foundation, which provides scholarships to NH
High School football players/scholars. The couple has two children, Trent (age 25) and Erika (age 23).

Pictured left to right: Alvin Fortune, Heidi Fortune, Lee Bowley, Gail Miller, Joan Egbertson, Stephen Egbertson
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