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“Creative Worship” happens on the
THIRD SUNDAY of every month, with
special music, an engaging message
presented in a creative way, and a
focus theme to frame our worship. This
year our overarching theme is BE THE
CHURCH, the bold statements issued
by the United Church of Christ to
inspire us to live our faith in the world.
In April our worship theme is “Protect
the Environment.” The Creation Story
we have in our Bible tells us that God
gave humanity “dominion” over the
earth – but what does this mean? How
do we see our role in caring for God’s
Creation? We hope you can join us for
this special service online!

Easter Sunday, which falls on April 4 this year, is also known as “Resurrection
Sunday” for obvious reasons. Easter is the Christian celebration of the day Jesus
was resurrected from the dead. But while our Christian forbearers chose to
designate a Sunday in early spring (to coincide with the Jewish Passover
celebration) as the day we celebrate the Resurrection, we may not realize that
EVERY Sunday is meant to be a celebration of the Resurrection. The special
services or “feast days” of Holy Week and Easter commemorate the events that
led to Jesus’ death and resurrection, just as Christmas commemorates the events
that led to Jesus’ birth. But just as every Sunday is meant to be a celebration of
God coming into our world in the form of Jesus, every Sunday is meant to be a
celebration of the Resurrection as well. Which is why the time between Ash
Wednesday and Easter Sunday, which we call the “40 days of Lent” is actually
longer than 40 days – because the Sundays aren’t counted. You might remember
this the next time you “give up” something for Lent. On Sunday you can have that
piece of chocolate or that cup of coffee, because Sunday is meant to be a day of
celebration - an oasis of joy and festivity in the midst of a time of somber
reflection.
I remind us of this not to take anything away from Easter as the most
important feast day on our Christian calendar (yes, it is a bigger deal than
Christmas despite what our consumer-driven culture would have us believe!).
Easter is the day we remind ourselves of the story of the Resurrection – the story

Protect the Environment

Continued on page 3

Our Time, Our Turn Keeps On Moving Forward
Despite the pandemic, despite not being able to see each other or hold meetings inside our historic meetinghouse, our
capital campaign continues to move forward. This is the third and final year of the campaign and there is much to celebrate!
Finances: On January 31, 2021 the capital campaign building team held
an information meeting highlighting the projects planned for 2021.
Congregation members who had outstanding pledges were asked, if possible,
to make all or part of their donations early in the year. As promised at the
beginning of the campaign, we will not go into debt (excluding the $115K seed
money loan we received from an anonymous donor) and will not start a project
until all needed funds were in place. The congregation really responded to this
request; we received $25K in donations in February alone, and with the $10K
received in January along with the nearly $200K already accumulated, we are
well on our way to being able to commit to both the kitchen and the exterior
church painting projects. The attached figure summarizes our current financial
status as of February 28. Thanks to all for your continued generosity!
Continued on page 7

Page 2

VILLAGE SPIRE
A Parish Newsletter
Editor, Andrea Cyr

The Congregational Church
of Amherst, NH
United Church of Christ
11 Church Street
Amherst, NH 03031
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Church school lessons available.
How to reach us:
Office Phone (603) 673-3231,
(603) 673-6848
www.ccamherst.org
Facebook.com/ccamherst
Instagram.com/ccamherstnh
The church office is available
by phone and email Monday—Friday,
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Send in all news by the
fifteenth of the month.
Announcements
for the Sunday bulletins
are due Thursday morning.
***********************

OUR CHURCH STAFF:
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott
Senior Pastor
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org

Marilyn Gibson, Church School Coordinator

Protect the Environment

We are “Stewards of the Earth and all that is in it.” The
story of Creation (Genesis 1:1-31) tells of God’s gift – Earth
and the universe – where man would prevail over the
animals and prosper. April Brown Bag lessons nurture the
responsibility given to man to care for the Earth that God
created.
Some resources:
https://buildfaith.org/backyard-scavenger-hunt-for-earth-day/
AND Activity Guide:
https://buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Earth-Day-Backyard
-Scavenger-Hunt-CC.pdf
Parents, brown bag lessons will be distributed to those who have registered
on SignUpGenius.
SignUpGenius is waiting for you to sign up if you have not already done so:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caea62ea1f8c25-church1

Children’s Sunday is May 16

Church school is creating the worship service (with guidance from our pastors
Maureen and Kate, as well as our CE Team) for the end of our church school year.
Having reimagined church school has brought creativity to the forefront. The
faithful team of teachers is bringing together several ideas. Recorded segments
will be used to do so. Portions of the celebration will include the following: 1)
Children participating in the worship service; 2) A photo slideshow of grades Pre-K
to 7 children participating in church sponsored activities; and 3) Bible passage
readings from our third graders.
Meanwhile, please forward to me at mgibson@ccamherst.org, your pictures of
children taking part in church school brown bag lessons and MHYG gatherings/
events. These will create a story of our faith lives.
MORE INFORMATION for children’s Sunday will be forthcoming.
Parents of third grade Bible recipients, please record your child reading the
Bible passage, at home or in church. Church recording can be arranged by
contacting
Pastor
Maureen
through
the
office
or
at
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org, before April 16.

Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy
Associate Pastor
pastorkate@ccamherst.org
Andrea Cyr
Church Office Administrator
andrea@ccamherst.org
Sara L. Phelps
Director of Music
kalben1@comcast.net
Michael Havay
Organist
michaelh117@gmail.com
Wendy Valeri
Bell Choir Director
wendylazott@tds.net
Marilyn Gibson
Church School Coordinator
mgibson@ccamherst.org

There are only TWO MORE Middle High Youth
Group meetings in this program Year! Here is the
MHYG schedule for the next few months:
April 18: It’s the Easter season! Come to MHYG
and celebrate new life.
May 16: Though MHYG will meet a few times
over the summer, this is our last MHYG of the program year! Come for year-end
treats and surprises.
Middle High Youth Group meets once a month on Sunday afternoons outside.
MHYG is a youth group program that welcomes all 5-8th graders, whether they go
to this church, or any church, or none at all! All are welcome to attend this
gathering focused on fun, fellowship and faith. Reach out to Pastor Kate for more
information!
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Resurrection People, continued from page 1
we may not focus on much at all during the rest of the year, despite every Sunday
being designated as a day to celebrate this miraculous event. By retelling this
story, even if we place it in the category of “things we don’t quite understand,” or
“things we’re not certain we believe,” we remind ourselves that we are a people of
the Resurrection. We’ve made a commitment to follow in the footsteps of a
teacher, a prophet, a man of God, who dared to believe that new life and renewed
life is possible, even in the face of destruction and death. Easter is the day we set
aside to intentionally remember that moment in time when Jesus overcame the
forces of destruction and death and brought new life and hope to a people longing
for both. But every Sunday is meant to serve as a reminder that this promise of
new life and hope is something all of us are called to lean into and live into.
Over this past year, we’ve had to remind ourselves that we are a people of the
Resurrection while spending our Sundays apart, at least physically. Many of us
have gathered on Facebook or YouTube or on our website on Sunday mornings to
experience worship in community, with the “community” portion decidedly
missing. Yes, we see and hear the participants in worship, we get a sense of the
life of the church in the announcements and Offertory, we hear the prayers of the
people being lifted up in worship, and if we’re on Facebook we can comment and
interact with others in real time, and even Pass the Peace virtually. But it’s not the
same as seeing, hearing, praying, and being - together, in the same space. It’s
understandable why we all may have struggled at times to lean into and live into
the promise that Jesus leaned into and lived into so long ago, the unwavering
belief that new life and renewed life will come out of this time of trial.
Which is why many of us are marking Sunday, May 2 on our calendars as a
“Resurrection Sunday” in need of celebrating. This is the Sunday that we hope to
be back in our sanctuary for in-person worship. We’ll be taking many of the
precautions we’ve all grown familiar with in other public spaces (limited seating,
social distancing, masks required) and the service will be shorter and will feature
limited music at first, but we will be together. Look for our Reopening Team
announcement detailing what in-person worship will be like, and if you’re not
feeling comfortable being back in the sanctuary just yet be rest assured that we
will continue to offer the same full recorded service that we’ve been offering this
past year. And we will continue to offer some form of recorded or livestream
service even when we’re fully open and most of us have returned, because our
virtual worship has nurtured a community in itself, made up of those who are
unable to be with us in person but have found “new life” in connecting with us on
Sunday mornings. This in itself is a resurrection worth celebrating.
I fully believe that we will have much to celebrate once we return to our
sanctuary, as we recognize all the ways we’ve nurtured new ministries and new
life as a congregation and as individuals during this time of trial. During this
season of Easter, I have a feeling we’re going to see new life popping up all
around us. Many of us have been seeing it and naming it and celebrating it all
along. Which is what makes us a people of the Resurrection. As we carry the
eternal hope and trust that God is moving all around us, coaxing new things to
grow, always.
Peace and blessings,

Pastor Maureen

Small Groups Bring Us
Closer Together and
Closer to God!
This year our groups are exploring
THE SHORT STORIES OF JESUS. Using
the book by Amy-Jill Levine as a guide,
we’ll explore the parables of Jesus and
the many ways they have to guide,
comfort, inspire, provoke, and change
us. In April, our focus parable is “The
Sower.” This familiar parable compares
the growth and resiliency of seed that
has been scattered on “good” soil
versus seed that has been scattered on
shallow, rocky, or thorny ground. The
moral of this parable feels pretty
straightforward. When it comes to
matters of faith, it’s better to be “good”
soil rather than “bad” soil. But is there
more to this parable than what we’re
seeing?
April meeting schedule:
Tuesday Group,
April 6, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Sunday Group,
April 11, 11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
Upcoming Group Discussion Topics:
May: The Mustard Seed
June: The Lost Sheep
If you’re interested in joining one of
our groups, please contact Pastor
Maure en at 6 7 3 - 3 2 31 x1 1 pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
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Adapted by Anne Krantz, Historian
Original by Gene Cronin, former CCA Historian
Gene Cronin, former church Historian, wrote this fascinating account of Luther
and Lucinda Melendy's participation in the underground railroad in Amherst. But
what is more amazing is that their prominent gravestone in Meadowview cemetery
bears this inscription, that is covered with moss and difficult to read. —Anne Krantz
The
Slaves Friend,
And the colored
Peoples benefactor
Luther Melendy—Slavery, by Gene Cronin, November 2001
In October (2001), the Amherst Historical Society hosted a discussion of the
Underground Railroad by George Fullerton. The railroad was a network of safe
houses between the southern states and Canada, used by abolitionists before the
Civil War to smuggle slaves out of the United States. Mr. Fullerton talked about
abolitionists and about two early members of the Amherst Congregational Church
whose Chestnut Hill farmhouse was a stop along that Underground Railroad.
Luther and Lucinda Melendy were well established and respected citizens of Amherst. Luther came from an old Amherst
family. His grandfather came to the town in 1761 and Luther, the youngest son of Thomas and Sarah, was born in Amherst in
1793. Luther's family felt strongly about abolition and the evil of slavery. Luther's brother, Thomas, who moved to Illinois in
1819, is described in Secomb's History of Amherst as being persecuted in his new home for his effort to secure the freedom of
a slave woman before her "master" could return her to bondage in the South.
Luther Melendy, known as Captain Melendy because of his office in the Amherst Militia, was also an active member of the
Congregational Church. In 1836, when the congregation was pondering the fate of the meetinghouse, Luther was selected to
serve on a committee to superintend the repairs to the house. His committee worked with the town to arrange for town
ownership of the belfry and clock tower. More importantly, the committee oversaw the work to move the meetinghouse to its
present location and to make repairs to the exterior that helped preserve the house.
But it was the abolitionist cause that drove the Melendys. Luther and Lucinda were probably among the many New
England Congregationalists caught up in the Second Great Awakening of that time. James McPhearson, writing in "Battle Cry of
Freedom," describes the Great Awakening as an evangelical movement that preached "collective accountability that made
each man his brother's keeper" and urged converts to work for the elimination of the sin of slavery from society because "the
souls of black folks were as valuable as those of whites; for one of God's children to enslave another was a violation of God's
law, even if it was sanctioned by the Constitution."
The church also regarded slavery a sin and advocated its elimination from American society. However, the Amherst church
and the Melendys differed in the level of passion brought to the cause. The differences came to a head in 1841 when, at a
regular meeting of the church, Melendy presented an "abolition resolution." According to the minutes of the meeting, a second,
milder version of the resolution on the subject of slavery was accepted as representing the church's feelings on the matter.
Melendy's stronger resolution was dismissed.
The accepted resolution stated that "the church regards slavery as a great
sin and therefore it ought immediately be done away. And as to the best means
of doing away [with] this evil and sin, we think Christians may honestly differ.
Resolved that we consider calm, gentle means best calculated to do away with
this evil…"
Luther and Lucinda rejected "calm and gentle means" and the episode
alienated Melendy from the church. He "refused any longer to assist in the
support of preaching and encouraged the establishment of, and attendance
upon, a meeting in the chapel on the Sabbath in opposition to the regular
services." Melendy was "excommunicated from the fellowship" for violating his
covenant vows. Over the next few months, nine others left the church over the
same issue.
Mr. Fullerton's research showed that the Melendys harbored at least one
person on the path to escape slavery. Fullerton also noted that the farm no
longer stands, but that hikers to the Air Force Tracking Station can find traces of
its foundation.
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Adult Ed Series

Wednesdays, April 7 and 21
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. on Zoom
Is the OLD Testament still relevant today? Who wrote it
and why? From the Creation story to the Exodus, the stories
of the great Kings and Judges, the writing of the prophets, the poetry of the
Psalms, the wisdom of Proverbs, and the suffering of Job, the Old Testament is
familiar yet mysterious to many of us. We’ll take a NEW look at the OLD Testament
through this video lecture series produced by the Great Courses. Each 25-minute
lecture offers a fresh perspective and sheds new light on one of the world’s most
beloved books.
We’ll gather on Zoom to watch the lectures together and have a group
discussion afterward, facilitated by Pastor Maureen. This class meets every first
and third Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome even if it’s your
first time joining us! Please RSVP to pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to receive the
Zoom link, or access the link on our church website in the members section.

Thank you to all who turned out to the MHYG and SHYG Cans for Cookies
Food Drive for End 68 Hours of Hunger! Even with the rain, you filled two cars to
the brim with food for kids in our communities experiencing food insecurity.
THANK YOU!!

The men's group will host an
evening at the Fisher Cats baseball
game just prior to Fathers Day, on
Wednesday, June 16, for church
members and friends. Details to
follow.

A Group for Grownups
with Kids!
Are you a person with little people
at home? Are you navigating parenting
in a pandemic? Do you seek spiritual
refreshment that is relevant to your life,
with people who are also in the midst
of raising kids?
Then come to Prayerful Playgroup!
Every first and third Thursday of the
month, from 10:00 to 11:15 a.m. on
Zoom, parents of faith come together
to share the joys and trials of
parenting, reflect on a spiritual topic for
the day, and pray together. This is a
welcoming space, open to people who
attend our church, or any church, or
none at all! For more information, email
Pastor Kate.
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We would like to give a warm thank
you to everyone that donated to the
CWS "Blankets for Bruce” drive, which
has resulted in $980 in donations, for
98 blankets, donated by 23 different
families. Thank you so very much!

The SHARE Food Pantry continues
to be busy. Please know your donations
are needed and truly appreciated.
April
Pantry Requests:
toothbrushes,
toothpaste, bar soap,
deodorants, shampoo,
conditioner, feminine
hygiene products,
diapers, wipes
Donations should be brought
directly to the SHARE Center in Milford;
if you are unsure where, please call
their office at 673-9898. Many thanks
for your continuing support!

Our new fiscal year Stewardship
Campaign is ongoing. As of Friday, April
2, we have received pledges from 70
families, totaling $182,183. Thanks to
all that have responded so far. To
those who are still considering your
pledge, you can email your intents to
Andrea at andrea@ccamherst.org, mail
in your pledge intentions, call Andrea
(673-3231) or go to the church website
https://www.ccamherst.org/
stewardship-pledge/.

In the spirit of the Little Free Library movement, the
city of Nashua started a program called Lil' Free
Farmstand. "Gardeners that Give" in the community
donate their extra produce to be shared with families in
the community for free once a week.
This summer, we are working with SHARE in Milford to expand the Nashua
program and invite local growers from Amherst and Milford (and surrounding
towns) to share their excess produce on Sunday mornings. Families will be invited
to come partake of the farmstand on Sunday afternoons, and anything not taken
will go to the SHARE food pantry for their clients to select from during the week.
As we work out details, we will be asking for help introducing the program to
other congregations and encouraging home gardeners to share their extra harvest
or grow an extra row--grow a row, share row! Churches make great donation
stations for coordinating drop offs that can be delivered to Milford. Taking from
the farmstand will not be need based and can be a great way for families to try
new products without cost/risk, involve children in selecting healthy options, and
foster a greater sense of community. In order to make this a successful effort, we
will need volunteers in many areas: organizing, growing, picking up from donation
stations, and manning the farmstand on Sunday afternoons.
For more information, or if you'd like to get involved, contact Terri Behm.

Coming Soon!

For the past year, with your generosity, we have been providing kitchen kits of
basic supplies to the newly housed. Individuals who are able to move into their
own living space often have little more than a backpack or car with all their
possessions. Imagine moving into an apartment with nothing more than a few
changes of clothes and other small things!
After speaking with several agencies in the Greater Nashua Continuum of
Care (collection of state, municipal, and non-profit agencies), we would like to
expand our mission by adding bathroom essentials and also getting other
congregations involved. We are asking our joint faith community to unite with us
and run drives with their own congregations.
We are still in the planning stages but will have more details soon!

(as of February 28, 2021)

Income
Expenses
Net Income

YTD
Actual
$318,228
$275,408
$ 42,820

YTD
Budget
$286,120
$294,138
$( 8,018)

Difference
$ 32,108
$( 18,730)
$ 50,838

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole dollar; as such, some columns may
not appear to total correctly.
We hope you are finding this information helpful. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, Paul Spiess,
Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim Wiegand (Treasurer).
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Our Time, Our Turn Keeps On Moving Forward, continued from page 1
Project Progress
Kitchen Remodeling: Work on our current project, the kitchen
renovation, has begun. One silver lining of the pandemic restrictions
is that the kitchen is not in use and therefore it is much easier to
undertake the renovation. The always diligent members of the
Woman’s Association have boxed and moved all the contents of the
kitchen to the stage in the community room. Our old gas stove has
been removed, and the electric range and old stainless steel table/
island have been sold. Turnstone Construction has been
concentrating on the upfront work necessary before demolition and
construction can begin. The custom cabinetry and countertop
drawings have been created, reviewed, and released to production.
All finishes for the cabinets, countertops and flooring have been
finalized. Items procured directly by the church, including the new gas
stove, the hood with fire suppression system, and the sinks and
fixtures, have been ordered. A large dumpster located directly behind
the education wing of the building will arrive soon so demolition
efforts can begin. The vestry will temporarily stage some of the
materials arriving and awaiting installation. Work is expected to be
completed in late May-early June. The building team will continue to
keep everyone updated on our kitchen remodel project progress.

Church Exterior Painting: The exterior of the meetinghouse will begin in early
summertime. Extensive preparation and repairs are necessary to the outside of
the building. There are at least seven windows that require trim repair/
replacement. Trim around the rear entrance needs work too; ground proximity
has not been kind to those trim boards. Woodpeckers have been busy on the
southwest corner of the corner boards of the church as well. The building siding
in general is in very good condition, but some clapboards, especially near
windows, will need to be replaced. Paint is peeling everywhere, so extensive
scraping and sanding will be required before paint can be applied. The Town of
Amherst recognizes that the Steeple/Clock Tower needs attention and is
prepared for that work to begin this summer too. We will be recommending the
painting contractor to do this work and provide sufficient cost rationale/backup
information to address their approval and acceptance needs. The photo attests
to the need and importance of this project. Its importance to the preservation and
protection of our beautiful and historic old building cannot be overstated.
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Find Upcoming Events and View the Full Calendar on our CCA Website?
See below for detailed instructions. Questions? Contact Nancy Protzmann, 603-321-7099)

Find Upcoming Events
1. Go to the Homepage:
2. Click on the small arrow next to News/Events to expand the menu options:

3. Click on Upcoming Events:

4. This will show you any one-time events and the only the NEXT occurrence of a recurring event. If you want to see more
information click on the ‘View Details’ next to the event.
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Event details expanded, including any relevant hyperlinks or contact information.

If you want to see all the dates for a recurring event, see the instructions to View the Full Calendar below.

View the Full Calendar
1. Go to the Homepage:
2. Click on the small arrow next to News/Events to expand the menu options.
3. Click on Calendar:

4. The current month’s full calendar will show. You can hover and click on an event for more details for that particular
event. You can choose the month you are viewing (upper left corner) or use the ‘Previous’ and ‘Next’ buttons (upper
right corner) and even print the calendar.
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Great News! We are excited to announce that we anticipate returning to in-person worship in our sanctuary on
Sunday, May 2. In order to be welcoming to all, our Re-opening Task Force has established some procedures to keep us safe
as we gather. Below are answers to questions you may have about the re-opening.
FAQ’s:
1. What COVID-19 safety precautions can I expect?
Throughout the service, all attendees will be required to wear a mask* and practice social distancing. We will be seating
people at a safe distance, and our pastors will be preaching behind a plexiglass barrier. The church will also continue to be
regularly cleaned.
*PLEASE NOTE: It is required that masks be worn throughout the church building at all times until further notice!
2. What do we do when we get there?
When you arrive at the church, you will be greeted by a member of our re-opening team, who will ask you standard CDC
questions, take your temperature, and gather information for contact tracing. Then an usher will guide you to the next
available seat in the sanctuary. Please arrive early to allow extra time for these procedures.
3. Can I sit with members of my immediate family?
Yes, of course! Ushers will be seating by groups by household, so that we can best utilize the space in the sanctuary.
4. What will the service be like?
In order to keep our services safe, some aspects of worship will be different than you remember:
° The service will start at 10:00 a.m., and last no longer than 45 minutes.
° Bulletins will be available at the entrance of the church. Please take them home with you after worship.
° For now, music will be pre-recorded and there will be no choir or congregational singing.
° Children are always welcome at CCA! At this time, children will remain in their seats with their parents throughout the
service and there will be no church school or nursery care. The child-in-church basket activities will be available every
week.
° We will continue to practice communion in our online worship service, but there will be no in-person communion until
it is safe to do so.
° At the end of the service, please remain in your seat until an usher dismisses your row.
5. Will there be an offering?
Yes! Offering plates will be located at the front and rear of the sanctuary.
6. How do I submit a prayer request?
If you would like your prayer request lifted up during worship, please submit your prayer request through our website in
advance of the service. You are also welcome to fill out a prayer card during worship and leave it in the offering plate for
our pastors after the service.
7. Will there be a fellowship hour?
Unfortunately, not at this time
8. Will restrooms be available?
Yes, all restrooms will be open for use.
9. If I’m not ready to come back, can I still worship online?
YES! Online worship will continue as it is now.
10. What if I have a question that is not addressed here?
Please do not hesitate to reach out to any member of the Re-opening Task Force with any other questions you may have
about in-person worship: Susan Manchester, Doug Topliffe, Keith Lammers, Kate Thompson, Kathy Skoglund, Sue and
Tom Werst, Pastor Maureen Frescott, Pastor Kate Kennedy
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