
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“When I say it’s you I like, I’m talking about that part of you that knows 
that life is far more than anything you can ever see, or hear, or touch. 

That deep part of you that allows you to stand for those things  
without which humankind cannot survive.  

Love that conquers hate. Peace that rises triumphant over war.  
And justice that proves more powerful than greed.” 

 
—Fred Rogers 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
February 7, 2021 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 10:00 a.m. 

Scout Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE Prelude on “Madrid” David Lasky 
 (Come, Christians, Join to Sing) 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
One: We are a people of the Resurrection. 
Many: In Christ we  ind new life, and we seek to make what is broken, whole. 
One: In a world where cruelty abounds, 
Many: we proclaim the God of Compassion. 
One: In a world where despair reigns, 
Many: we proclaim the God of Hope. 
One:  In a world where fear drives hate, 
Many: we proclaim the God of Love. 
One: In a world where death consumes and overwhelms, 
Many: We proclaim the God of Life. 
One: Come, let us worship together, 
Many: and share our witness of God's living presence in the world. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Faithful God, we come into your presence deeply grateful for the life and renewed life you have 
given us. When we call out to you, you answer. When we are exhausted, you give us the strength to 
go on. When we  ind ourselves in trouble, you are there standing beside us. And so we come before 
you in gratitude and praise, offering you the worship of our hearts and lives. Open our eyes to see 
and know you here among us; open our ears to recognize your voice. And then send us out from 
here, to live and work in a world in need of resurrection. May your Spirit move among us now, as 
we pray the words that Jesus taught us: 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   The Scout Law Prayer 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
HYMN Take My Life 
  verses 1, 2 and 3 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
 

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and 
woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not 
of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.  What then is my reward?  

Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full 
use of my rights in the gospel.  For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to 
all, so that I might win more of them.  

To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.  
To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) 

so that I might win those under the law.  
To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law 

but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law.  
To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak.  
I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake 

of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.  
 
 
SERMON “All Things To All People” 
 
ANTHEM Sarabande, Violin Partita 1 BWV 1002 J. S. Bach 
 Michael Neverisky, guitar 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
For the breath of life, for eyes to see, for insight to believe, for courage to witness, we give thanks, 
Gracious God. The signs of your presence are everywhere. May this offering serve as our witness to 
your grace and peace. Breathe your Spirit into us so that it may transform, inspire, and enable us in 
your service. Amen. 
 
 



THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  
COMMUNION PRAYER 
  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  
BREAKING OF THE BREAD, POURING OF THE CUP 
  
CONSECRATING PRAYER 
  
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
  
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We give thanks, loving God, for the bond of this ritual and communal meal that links us to all who 
have called upon your name. May your wisdom grow within us. May your word inspire us. May the 
nourishment of this bread and cup strengthen us for the journey, as you send us out into the world 
as people of courage, compassion, and commitment. Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Franklin Ritter 
 
 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
  

February 14: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
 Psalm 50:1-6 
 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 Mark 9:2-9 
 
February 21: Genesis 9:8-17 
 Psalm 25:1-10 
 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 Mark 1:915 



Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us.  Our membership is open to all those who 
choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or pastors should you 
have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email info@ccamherst.org. If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 

 
Current Reopening Information: Are you wondering where things stand? Through the members 
section on our website, we have a page dedicated to communicating with our church family on both 
current policies and procedures for use of the building during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
progress of our ad hoc Reopening Team.  Documents will be posted as they are made available.  If 
you have any questions or concerns about any of this information, please reach out to any member 
of the team: Pastor Maureen Frescott, Jessica Greer, Pastor Kate Kennedy, Keith Lammers, Susan 
Manchester, Kathy Skoglund, Paul Spiess, Kate Thompson, Doug Topliffe, Sue Werst, Tom Werst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:info@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Michael Neverisky Musician 
Colleen Cushing Liturgist 
Members of Cub Scout Pack 613 
Members of Scouts BSA Troops 6G and 613 

THE BUDGET AND FINANCE TEAM will 
provide an update today on the current 
financial status of the church, as well as a 
preliminary budget overview for the next 
fiscal year (FY22). Today’s online 
presentation will start at 11:30 a.m. and we 
are using the same link and password as our 
weekly fellowship hour; the link was recently 
sent by email, and it can also be found in the 
members section of our website.  For those 
not able to join us today, the presentation will 
also be posted on our website. 
 
THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN’S presentation 
from last week is available in the members 
section of our website. 
  
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for 
February include canned fruit, flour, boxed 
cake mixes, baking supplies, sugar, coffee, tea, 
juice and granola. Donations should be 
brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford; if you are unsure where, please call 
their office at 673-9898. Many thanks for 
your continuing support! 

TODAY IS SCOUT SUNDAY!  The Scouts BSA 
(Boy Scouts of America) designates the Sunday 
that falls before February 8 (Scouting 
Anniversary Day) as Scout Sunday: a day to 
recognize the contributions of young people and 
adults to Scouting. The Scouting program is 
more than just an activity for our youth to learn 
about the outdoors. Scouting provides fun, 
fellowship, and training to our youth. It 
emphasizes honesty, self-reliance, respect, 
character, citizenship, and personal  itness. As 
the Scouts BSA celebrates its anniversary, we 
also salute the adult volunteers who serve as 
Cubmasters, Scoutmasters and Venturing 
Advisors. Our scout units would like to invite 
you and your family to be a part of their 
program.  

For more information, contact Cubmaster 
Rod Nadeau,  Pack613General@gmail.com. 

 Today we welcome scouts from Cub Scout 
Pack 613 and Scouts BSA Troops 6G and 613 as 
they read “The Scout Law Prayer” in our service:  
Xander Batey, Evan Greer, Julia Greer, McKenzie 
Phillips, Audrey Pyles, Declan Pyles, James Riley, 
Nicholas Riley, and Danielle Batey (Scout 
Leader). 

mailto:Pack613General@gmail.com


Financial Summary 
(as of January 31, 2021) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $292,322 $256,551 $  35,770 
Expenses $244,099 $261,808 $( 17,709) 
Net Income $  48,222 $(   5,257) $  53,479 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

Our Church Calendar 
February 7—13, 2021 

Most events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list  
of recurring meetings with their links can be 
found in the member section of our website. 

 
Today   9:00 a.m. Small Group Ministry 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
 11:30 a.m. Budget Presentation 
   4:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
   7:00 p.m. Diaconate 
   7:00 p.m. Trustees of the Facility 
 
Wednesday   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. Stewardship 
 
Thursday   5:00 p.m. Reopening Team 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL:  The readings Jesus Heals 
(Mark 1:29-39) and The Greatest 
Commandment (Matthew 22:34-46) are the 
foundations of February lessons. God loves 
everyone, and in Jesus Heals he helps one of 
many.  While the second reading is the greatest.   

Love God, can only be attained through 
fostering and nurturing our church school 
children through love of one another.  However, 
we, as adults, know our children and bring the 
meaning of love to each child in an appropriate 
way.  God gives us the responsibility to use his 
teachings, those brought through Jesus, to teach 
our children the meaning of love. 

Therefore, church school teachers provide 
lessons to support guardians, parents and 
church friends.  If you would like to receive our 
Brown Bag lessons, please record your family 
name at SignUpGenius: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d4caea62ea1f8c25-church1. 
 
 
 

BLANKETS FOR BRUCE:  These are uncertain 
times for many of us, and for our neighbors 
around the world. But as we come together, 
people in shelters, those visiting food banks 
and many others have received Church World 
Service (CWS) Blankets, Hygiene Kits and 
more. Even during the coronavirus pandemic 
and following emergencies, such as Hurricane 
Laura. 

The Church World Service Blankets+ 
program was one very near and dear to Bruce 
Beckley’s heart. As a congregation, our heart 
for mission remains strong. It is our 
opportunity to honor Bruce, help make a 
difference, and change lives. 

As a church family, let's join together as 
we take up a ‘Blankets for Bruce’ offering 
online. Please visit our church SOS page for 
more information: 

https://www.ccamherst.org/sos/ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
https://www.ccamherst.org/sos/


Sunday, February 7, 2021 

What exactly is the Members section  
 of the website? 
 
 
Q: What is the Members section of the website?  
A: It is a private ‘login’ section, primarily to provide the 

congregation with online access to information that might 
not be appropriate for general online viewing, such as the 
church directory, zoom links, photo galleries, etc.  

 
Q:   Why aren’t Zoom links in the event details? 
A:   Unfortunately, hackers/spammers have used public Zoom links to enter meetings and 

speak/act inappropriately. It is merely a safety measure for our meeting attendees. 
 
Q:   Do I have to be a Member of the church to access this area? 
A:   Not at all.  Anyone that is a Member or friend of the church can request a login.  The 

login allows us to verify the user before providing access, to ensure the security of the 
information. 

 
Q:  What can I  ind in the Members section? 
A:   There is a great deal of useful information!  

• Virtual information such as important notices, recurring meeting Zoom links, 
Church School Blog, a form to submit and view prayer requests, etc. 

• Current church directory and form to update contact information 
• Monthly Council minutes and relevant church-wide presentations 
• Sensitive church  inancial documents including monthly Treasurer reports 
• Past annual reports and annual meeting presentations 
• General policy documents 
• Photo galleries  

 
Q: How do I request access to the Members section? 
A: To request an account, please go to our website and click on the MEMBERS menu 

option, and then click on ‘Request User Account’ and  ill out the form.  Your request 
will be received and once setup, you will receive an email on how to set your 
password. If you lose your password you can always use the ‘Lost Your Password’ 
option. 

 
More questions? Please contact Nancy Protzmann. 
 


