
 January 27, 2021 
 

Dear CCA Members and Friends, 
 
The GOOD NEWS of 2020:  Yes, we do have GOOD news to share from 2020! The pandemic’s 
arrival in March upended our individual lives and our church life, causing us to move our worship 
and most of the work of the church online, but we have much to celebrate from this past year. Our 
church building may have been quiet, but our energy, passion, and devotion to our mission to be 
“Grounded in God’s Love, Serving our Neighbors Near and Far, and Welcoming to All” was very 
much alive and active. 
 
We Pivoted! 
In March, within one day of making the decision to suspend in-person gatherings, we were up and 
running on Facebook, livestreaming our Sunday worship. When we moved to recorded worship in 
April, our pastors and staff quickly adapted and embraced the challenges of putting together an 
online service, making it available on YouTube and our website as well. Within just a few weeks, all 
of our ministry teams, programs, and groups for adults, youth, and children alike, were meeting on 
Zoom, including our Church School, Choirs, Woman’s Association, and Men’s Group, showing that 
technology need not be a barrier when the desire to gather is there. For those who lack a virtual 
connection, we’ve kept in touch with phone calls, cards, and weekly mailings of the bulletin, 
sermons, scripture, and prayers.  
 
We Extended Our Reach! 
The response to our online worship has been phenomenal and affirming, as the wonders of 
technology have allowed us to be more creative and inclusive. Our pastors have continued to reach 
our members where they live. Our wonderful music team has gifted us with new and uplifting 
music every week. We’ve welcomed many who were previously unable to participate in worship 
because of distance, mobility, or time constraints, as they can now join us whenever and wherever 
they are able. Our online Advent and Christmas services were especially well received and shared 
far and wide as our children produced a virtual Pageant and we were able to “see” each other again 
in a candle lighting photo montage on Christmas Eve. The number of people watching worship 
online has equaled or exceeded our in-person numbers every week, furthering our commitment to 
continue to offer an online version of worship even after we’re able to gather in-person again.   
 
We Kept Going! 
While our ministries and programming typically go on hiatus over the summer, this summer with 
our desire for connection high we found many ways to be together, virtually and in-person. Pastor 
Kate offered back-to-back online study groups focusing on racial justice that boasted the highest 
attendance we’ve seen for adult programming in many years. Our children, youth, and parent’s 
programs also continued to run, as we celebrated our Confirmation class and presented Bibles to 
our 3rd Graders in outdoor ceremonies. Our Woman’s Association gathered outside and on Zoom as 
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they organized and ran a virtual Holiday Fair that raised over $8,000 for their mission.  Our Capital 
Campaign teams continued to work behind the scenes, hiring a kitchen designer, soliciting 
contractor bids, and navigating the grant process as we tackle the last group of projects on our list.  
Our World Service team has also been active all year long, which brings us to our congregation’s 
GREATEST NEWS of 2020… 
 
We ARE THE CHURCH in the World! 
As our congregation’s focus continues to shift outward to serving our neighbors near and far, this 
year we learned that we are THE CHURCH even without our building. In May, July and October we 
ran “Drive By Food Drive” collections to benefit SHARE and End 68 Hours of Hunger, filling multiple 
SUV’s with donations each time. We continued to work with Sleep In Heavenly Peace, as our 
members collected and delivered furniture, clothing, toys and household goods to foster children 
and families in need. Our traditional Christmas gift drive was done online, yet we had the highest 
level of participation ever as we provided gifts for SHARE, Bethany Christian Services, Crestwood, 
and Anne-Marie House. And our recent “Amherst Helps the Homeless” drive was hugely successful 
as members of our church and the surrounding community donated an abundance of clothing and 
food along with their time and their love in service to others.  
 
The GOOD NEWS of 2020 is that our church has survived and thrived during a time that has 
challenged us all. The energy and passion that we were experiencing at the beginning of 2020 has 
not waned and has carried us through, as we’ve re-imagined what it means to be CHURCH together 
and in the world. We are all longing to gather again in-person, in our work and in our worship. 
Thanks to the diligent work of our Reopening Team we hope to do so by the spring and we are 
ready to do so, with all the precautions and plans in place. And when we do gather again, we have 
much to celebrate! 

Stewardship Campaign for 2021 Announcement: In the next few weeks you will receive a 
request to make a pledge toward our church’s 2021-22 fiscal year which begins June 1, 2021. This 
year we have adapted and provided the programming and activities that have allowed us to still be 
together as a church. And, as you can imagine, this year we need you more than ever to consider an 
amount you feel is appropriate to contribute as we work together to live out our congregation’s 
mission. Our church could not exist without the financial backing provided by the congregation’s 
pledges. Your donations go to general upkeep of the buildings and grounds, staffing compensation, 
as well as the many missions and programs we undertake throughout the year. We urge you to 
respond as generously as you can. Your gift will go a long way towards keeping our church vibrant 
now and in the future. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the undersigned. 
Thank you very much for your generosity to our church. 

Moderator Susan Manchester 
Resource Ministry Coordinator Doug Topliffe 
Stewardship Team Susan Holden, Linda Lannin, Will Redway, Kathy Skoglund 
 
 
P.S. In the coming weeks we’ll also be inviting you all to come to open community Zoom calls, where 
we will be looking forward to chatting with everyone as well as hearing  your input on upcoming 
programming, and updates on the next capital campaign project. Stay tuned!  
 


