
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free." 
 

—Jesus, Luke 4:18 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
December 20, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m. 
  
 Creative Worship—“Fight for the Powerless” 
 

 
 

 
PRELUDE “Love Came Down at Christmas,” Charles Villiers Stanford 
 Six Short Preludes and Postludes, Op. 101, No. 5 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  The Davis Family 
 
We light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas in anticipation of the coming of  
 the light of Christ. 
The  irst Advent candle reminds us that we wait in hope.  
The second Advent candle reminds us of our dreams for peace. 
The third Advent candle reminds us of our longing for joy. 
Today, we light the fourth candle, the candle of Love.  
 
This candle reminds us of the love that Mary had for her son, Jesus. 
This candle reminds us of the strength and courage she found in that love. 
This candle reminds us that God so loved our world that God gave us Jesus 
This candle reminds us that to  ind the hope, peace, and joy that we seek, everything we do and say 

must be born out of love. 
We light this candle for Love. 
 
Please join us as we pray the words that Jesus taught us in The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE Gloria 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 



CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 verses 1 and 2 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 1:46b-55 
  
And Mary said, “My soul magni ies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for 
those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has  illed the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” in my womb leaped for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a ful illment of what was spoken to her by the 
Lord.”                
 
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES                    "Fight for the Powerless”                            
 
CHURCH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
 
      Hymns sung during the Christmas Pageant: 
 

Away in a Manger 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

Hark! The heralds angels sing, “Glory to the new born king. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the new born King! 

 
 



Joy to the World! 
 

Joy to the World! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 

And Heaven and nature sing, and Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

 
Joy to the World! The Savior reign: Let us our songs employ; 

While  ields and  loods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love, And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders, of his love 

 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS FOR THE CHRIST CHILD 
 
DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS  
One: We dedicate these gifts to Jesus as we serve in his name. 
Many: We ask God’s blessing on Mary as we remember her courage and love. 
One: We ask God’s blessing on Joseph as we remember his care and concern. 
Many: We ask God’s blessing on the baby Jesus as he grows strong and full of faith. 
One: May the angels remind us that the birth of a baby is worthy of our joy. 
Many: May the shepherds remind us that we all are valued by God. 
One: May the animals remind us that all God’s creatures are a blessing. 
Many: May the Magi remind us that we all have gifts to give out of love. 
One: We are grateful for the gift of Jesus, born in a manger in a simple place long ago. 
Many: Let us celebrate the good news that Jesus Christ is born!  Amen. 
 
BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Franklin Ritter 
  (©2010 Lorenz Publishing Co.) 
 
 



Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is 
open to all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons 
or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email info@ccamherst.org. If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 

 
Current Reopening Information: Are you wondering where things stand? Through the 

members section on our website, we have a page dedicated to communicating with our church 
family on both current policies and procedures for use of the building during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the progress of our ad hoc Reopening Team.  Documents will be posted as they are 
made available.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of this information, please reach 
out to any member of the team: Pastor Maureen Frescott, Jessica Greer, Pastor Kate Kennedy, Keith 
Lammers, Susan Manchester, Kathy Skoglund, Paul Spiess, Kate Thompson, Doug Topliffe, Sue 
Werst, Tom Werst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:info@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Steve Boczenowski Liturgist 
Tyler, Gretchen, Eric, Owen and Jolene Davis Advent Wreath  Lighters 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 
Our Church School Children Christmas Pageant 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP IS ONLINE this 
year.  Join us for our Traditional Candlelight 
Service premiering at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve on YouTube, Facebook and our church 
website: ccamherst.org.  

After the worship service, join us on 
Zoom for some Christmas fellowship.  Use the 
same link and password as Sunday morning 
Fellowship Hour; the link can also be found in 
the members section of our website. Our Church Calendar 

December 20—26, 2020 
Most events are taking place virtually.   

Links are sent out directly by email, and a list of 
recurring meetings with their links can be 

found on the member section of our website. 
 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High Youth 
  Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
 
Thursday   5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
  Worship 
   6:00 p.m. Christmas Fellowship 
 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:  Save the date—
December 30, 12:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Go to 
ww.redcrossblood.org to sign up. 

Financial Summary 
(as of November 30, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $222,622 $197,413 $  25,209 
Expenses $181,139 $196,563 $( 15,424) 
Net Income $  41,483 $       850 $  40,633 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 



 
We’re hoping to LIGHT UP 

our virtual Christmas Eve service with images of 
all of you holding up your lighted candles just as 
we traditionally do in our sanctuary on 
Christmas Eve. Send us a photo or short video of 
yourself or your family either holding a lit 
candle, or lighting each other’s candles.  Send to 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org by December 
20 and we’ll include you in our candle lighting 
montage as we sing “Silent Night” during our 
online Christmas Eve service.   

CHURCH SCHOOL: Today’s lesson is Jesus 
is Born, from Luke 2:1-20.  The Christmas 
Story tells of the birth of Jesus, God’s 
promise.  

Church School’s brown bag lesson is 
that of a nativity scene to share the 
Christmas story. A template and directions 
are in plastic bags—one for each family—in 
the labeled bin at the church entrance. 
Enjoy with great faith and all the blessings 
of Christmas. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from Church School! 

 

 
December 24: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Christmas Eve Psalm 96 
 Titus 2:11-14 
 Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
 
December 25: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Christmas Day Psalm 98 
 Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 
 John 1:1-14 
 
December 27: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 Psalm 148 
 Galatians 4:4-7 
 Luke 2:22-40 

 
 

 
January 1: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
New Year’s Day Psalm 8 
 Revelation 21:1-6a 
 Matthew 25:31-46 
 
January 3: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 Psalm 147:12-20 
 Ephesians 1:3-14 
 John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org


Sunday, December 20, 2020 

  
 
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a unique special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ that affords us an opportunity to recognize and 
honor those who serve our beloved church.  One of the special aspects of the Christmas Fund is that 
the funds provide direct financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay employees. Here are 
some examples from the 2019 drive: 

 
• $260,500 in Christmas Thank You Checks to 521 retired UCC clergy/lay employees. 

Retirees with limited financial resources receive a gift at Christmas time as a way of saying 
“thank you” for years of service to the United Church of Christ. 

 
• $1,347,419 in Pension Supplementation to 350 lower-income retired UCC clergy/

lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources receive monthly payments to bring 
their household income up to a minimum level so that they can afford basic needs such as 
food, utilities or medical expenses. 

 
• $374,577 in Health Benefits Supplementation to 144 lower-income retired UCC clergy/

lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources receive assistance to pay their UCC 
Medicare Supplement Plan premiums. 

 
• $123,727 in Emergency Grants to 69 active/retired UCC clergy/lay employees. 

Sometimes those who serve the Church face unforeseen circumstances that create financial 
need. Our help and emergency funds are available to assist in covering those costs. 

 
Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low-

income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to 
participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care.   

 
Please consider contributing to this special fund.  You can donate online at any time at https://

www.ccamherst.org/ - please go to the Donate page under the Giving menu and make sure to put 
‘Christmas Fund Appeal’ in the ‘other’ line. Prefer not to donate online? Please You send in a check 
to the church, 11 Church St., Amherst, NH 03031 and put ‘Christmas Fund’ in the memo line.   

 
For more information visit https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home/how-the-

funds-are-used 
 

http://www.ccamherst.org/
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas

