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“To get the full value of joy you must have someone to divide it with.” 
 

― Mark Twain 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
December 13, 2020 Third Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
PRELUDE Yuletide Joyeux  Craig A. Pen ield 
  (©2018 Lorenz Publishing Co.) 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
 verses 1 and 4 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
We light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas in anticipation of the coming of  
 the light of Christ. 
The  irst Advent candle reminds us that we wait in hope.  
The second Advent candle reminds us of our dreams for peace. 
Today, we light the third candle, the candle of Joy.  
This candle reminds us that God wants us to  ind joy in the beauty of Creation. 
This candle reminds us that God wants us to  ind joy in being with our family and friends. 
This candle reminds us that God offers us joy, even when we are weighed down by sadness. 
This candle reminds us that God offers us joy, in the story of a baby born in a manger.  
We light this candle for Joy. 
 
(Two purple candles and one pink candle are lit.) 
 
Please join us as we pray the words that Jesus taught us in The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE Gloria 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 



CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 verses 1 and 3 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 1:26-45  
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her.  
 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was  illed with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be 
a ful illment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”                
 
 
SERMON “Elizabeth and Mary” 
 
ANTHEM I Come with Joy 
 Wendy Valeri, bells 
 Michael Havay, piano 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
What a joy to give! What a delight to join our efforts to your purposes, amazing God! You inspire us 
to lift up the weak, to stand against injustice, to work for harmony among all. May our offerings 
spread the knowledge of your ways across this earth, widening the circle of inclusion to embrace all 
your children, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE How Great Our Joy (Echo Carol) Rex Koury 
  (©1994 Lorenz Publishing Co.) 
 
 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 
 
December 20: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Fourth Sunday Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
of Advent Romans 16:25-27 
 Luke 1:26-38 
 
December 24: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Christmas Eve Psalm 96 
 Titus 2:11-14 
 Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
 
December 25: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Christmas Day Psalm 98 
 Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 
 John 1:1-14 
 
December 27: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 Psalm 148 
 Galatians 4:4-7 
 Luke 2:22-40 



Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is 
open to all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons 
or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email info@ccamherst.org. If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 

 
Current Reopening Information: Are you wondering where things stand? Through the 

members section on our website, we have a page dedicated to communicating with our church 
family on both current policies and procedures for use of the building during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the progress of our ad hoc Reopening Team.  Documents will be posted as they are 
made available.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of this information, please reach 
out to any member of the team: Pastor Maureen Frescott, Jessica Greer, Pastor Kate Kennedy, Keith 
Lammers, Susan Manchester, Kathy Skoglund, Paul Spiess, Kate Thompson, Doug Topliffe, Sue 
Werst, Tom Werst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:info@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 
Judi Simpson Liturgist 
Lindsay, Nathan, Charles-Riley and Adelia Curtis Advent Wreath Lighters 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by 
the Woman’s Association with thanks to those 
who supported our auction, and with wishes 
for a Merry Christmas to all. 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL:  Today’s lesson is Mary 
Visits Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-58).  Mary’s song 
in this story is called the “Mag-ni icat.” It 
speaks of the visit of Mary with Elizabeth.  The 
story of Mary visiting Elizabeth is one of 
humility and joy. Mary is to be the mother of 
Jesus and she expresses great humility.  
Elizabeth speaks of her unborn child leaping 
with joy when hearing Mary’s voice. 

Church school offers a Nativity for 
children:  the made by joel Nativity scene, 
made from cardstock templates, is in the 
church school bin.  The templates can also be 
found at https://www.pinterest.com/
pin/59743132530903087/ 

Creativity is the name of the game.  The 
nativity craft can be used to tell the 
Christmas story.  Create the Nativity to enjoy 
each day during the twelve days of Christmas, 
leading up to Epiphany (January 6).  Materials 
needed are card stock (best durable material), 
scissors,  ine tip markers and colored pencils. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP IS ONLINE this 
year.  Join us for our Traditional Candlelight 
Service premiering at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve on YouTube, Facebook and our church 
website: ccamherst.org.   
 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:  Save the date—
December 30, 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Financial Summary 
(as of November 30, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $222,622 $197,413 $  25,209 
Expenses $181,139 $196,563 $( 15,424) 
Net Income $  41,483 $       850 $  40,633 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

https://www.pinterest.com/


Our Church Calendar 
December 13—19, 2020 

Most events are taking place virtually.   
Links are sent out directly by email, and a list of 
recurring meetings with their links can be found  

on the member section of our website. 
 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
   2:00 p.m. Middle High Youth Group 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association 
   6:00 p.m. Budget & Finance Team 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Wednesday Morning Adult Ed 
   4:00 p.m. Communications Team 
 
Thursday   9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
   2:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup 
   7:00 p.m. Saying Their Names 
 

 
We’re hoping to LIGHT UP 

our virtual Christmas Eve service with images of 
all of you holding up your lighted candles just as 
we traditionally do in our sanctuary on 
Christmas Eve. Send us a photo or short video of 
yourself or your family either holding a lit 
candle, or lighting each other’s candles.  Send to 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org by December 20 
and we’ll include you in our candle lighting 
montage as we sing “Silent Night” during our 
online Christmas Eve service.  If you prefer, we 
can also record you or your family lighting your 
candles in our sanctuary in front of our Chrismon 
Tree. Reach out to Pastor Maureen to schedule a 
recording time, anytime before Dec. 20!  

WEDNESDAY MORNING ADULT ED 
continues the series A New Look at the Old 
Testament. Is the Old Testament still 
relevant today? Who wrote it and why? 
We’ll take a NEW look at the OLD Testament 
through this video lecture series produced 
by the Great Courses. 

We gather on Zoom to watch the 
lectures together and have a group 
discussion afterward facilitated by Pastor 
Maureen. All are welcome! Please RSVP to 
pastormaureen@ccamherst.org to receive 
the Zoom link, or access the link on our 
church website in the Members Section 
under “Wednesday Adult Ed.” 
 
 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org
mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org


Sunday, December 13, 2020 

  
 
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a unique special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ that affords us an opportunity to recognize and 
honor those who serve our beloved church.  One of the special aspects of the Christmas Fund is that 
the funds provide direct financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay employees. Here are 
some examples from the 2019 drive: 

 
• $260,500 in Christmas Thank You Checks to 521 retired UCC clergy/lay employees. 

Retirees with limited financial resources receive a gift at Christmas time as a way of saying 
“thank you” for years of service to the United Church of Christ. 

 
• $1,347,419 in Pension Supplementation to 350 lower-income retired UCC clergy/

lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources receive monthly payments to bring 
their household income up to a minimum level so that they can afford basic needs such as 
food, utilities or medical expenses. 

 
• $374,577 in Health Benefits Supplementation to 144 lower-income retired UCC clergy/

lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources receive assistance to pay their UCC 
Medicare Supplement Plan premiums. 

 
• $123,727 in Emergency Grants to 69 active/retired UCC clergy/lay employees. 

Sometimes those who serve the Church face unforeseen circumstances that create financial 
need. Our help and emergency funds are available to assist in covering those costs. 

 
Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low-

income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to 
participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care.   

 
Please consider contributing to this special fund.  You can donate online at any time at https://

www.ccamherst.org/ - please go to the Donate page under the Giving menu and make sure to put 
‘Christmas Fund Appeal’ in the ‘other’ line. Prefer not to donate online? Please You send in a check 
to the church, 11 Church St., Amherst, NH 03031 and put ‘Christmas Fund’ in the memo line.   

 
For more information visit https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home/how-the-

funds-are-used 
 

http://www.ccamherst.org/
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas

