
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“The day the power of love overrules the love of power,  
the world will know peace.”  

 
― Mahatma Gandhi 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
December 6, 2020 Second Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
 

 
 
PRELUDE Of the Father’s Love Begotten  arr. Wilbur Held 
  (©1970 Concordia Publishing House) 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
We light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas in anticipation of the coming of the 

light of Christ. 
The  irst candle reminds us that we wait in hope for that light. 
Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of Peace. 
This candle reminds us that Jesus came into the world as the Prince of Peace. 
This candle reminds us of our dreams for peace in our nations, neighborhoods, and families. 
This candle reminds us that to have peace in the world, we must have peace in our hearts.  
This candle reminds us that when we offer each other the sign of peace, we offer the presence 

of Christ.  
We light this candle for Peace. 
 
(Two purple candles are lit) 
 
Please join us as we pray the words that Jesus taught us in The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE Gloria 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 



HYMN Comfort, Comfort, You My People 
 verses 1 and 3 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 1:1-8 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 
SERMON “The Messenger” 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Oh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuel Anne Krentz Organ 
  (©1998 Augsburg Fortress) 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful  John F. Wade/ 
  arr. Mary Mul inger Orozco 
 Sue Werst,  lute (©2010 SoundForth/Lorenz Corporation) 
 Michael Havay, piano 
  
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Peaceful and ever-present God, your wondrous deeds cause hope and joy to abound, and your 
steadfast love and encouragement help us to live in harmony with one another. Open our spirits to 
receive your gracious gifts, even as we bring our offerings to share with you, so peace may  lourish 
within and among us. Amen.  
 
 



THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD, POURING OF THE CUP 
 
CONSECRATING PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (in unison) 
We give thanks, loving God, for the bond of this ritual and communal meal that links us to all who 
have called upon your name. May your wisdom grow within us. May your word inspire us. May the 
nourishment of this bread and cup strengthen us for the journey, as you send us out into the world 
as people of courage, compassion, and commitment. Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE From Heaven Above (Vom Himmel hoch) arr. Wilbur Held 
  (©1970 Concordia Publishing House) 
 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 
 
December 13: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Third Sunday Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55 
of Advent 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
December 20: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Fourth Sunday Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
of Advent Romans 16:25-27 
 Luke 1:26-38 



Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of 
Christ, believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to 
be loved. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our 
church. 

We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we 
celebrate God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, 
and all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 

With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship 
and sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 

We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is 
open to all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons 
or pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 

Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email info@ccamherst.org. If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 

 
Current Reopening Information: Are you wondering where things stand? Through the 

members section on our website, we have a page dedicated to communicating with our church 
family on both current policies and procedures for use of the building during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the progress of our ad hoc Reopening Team.  Documents will be posted as they are 
made available.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of this information, please reach 
out to any member of the team: Pastor Maureen Frescott, Jessica Greer, Pastor Kate Kennedy, Keith 
Lammers, Susan Manchester, Kathy Skoglund, Paul Spiess, Kate Thompson, Doug Topliffe, Sue 
Werst, Tom Werst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:info@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Sue Werst Musician 
Kathy Skoglund Liturgist 
Gabe, Rebekah and Emily Bolin Advent Wreath Lighters 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by 
Kathy and Skip Skoglund, to the glory of God and 
in recognition of this holy season. 
 
LIGHT A CANDLE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE:  We’re 
hoping to LIGHT UP our virtual Christmas Eve 
service with images of all of you holding up your 
lighted candles just as we traditionally do in our 
sanctuary on Christmas Eve. Send us a photo or 
short video of yourself or your family either 
holding a lit candle, or lighting each other’s 
candles.  Send to pastormaureen@ccamherst.org 
by December 20 and we’ll include you in our 
candle lighting montage as we sing “Silent Night” 
during our online Christmas Eve service.  If you 
prefer, we can also record you or your family 
lighting your candles in our sanctuary in front of 
our Chrismon Tree. Reach out to Pastor Maureen 
to schedule a recording time, anytime before 
Dec. 20!  
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for December 
include toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
deodorants, shampoo and conditioner, bar soap, 
feminine hygiene products, diapers and wipes. 
Donations should be brought directly to the 
SHARE Center in Milford; if you are unsure 
where, please call their office at 673-9898.  Many 
thanks for your continuing support! 
 
 

Our Church Calendar 
December 6—12, 2020 

Most events are taking place virtually.  Links 
are sent out directly by email, and a list of 
recurring meetings with their links can be 

found on the member section of our website. 
 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
 12:00 p.m. Small Group Ministry 
   6:00 p.m. Senior High  
  Youth Group 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
   7:00 p.m. Diaconate 
   7:00 p.m. Trustees of the 
Facility 
 
Thursday   2:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup 
 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:  Save the date—
December 30, 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:pastormaureen@ccamherst.org


Church School 
 
“Take heed, watch, and pray; for you do not know when the time will come.” 

Mark 13:33 
 

Each Sunday in Advent is signi icantly recognized as Christians, 
coming towards Christmas.  Therefore, Church School is inviting families 
and children to create their own Advent wreath.  Follow the path to 
Christmas by picking up a plastic bag containing necessary materials, to 
prepare the way towards Christmas. Plastic bags are in the bin outside the church entrance marked 
Advent Wreath. Visit https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2014/11/kids-advent-wreath-
free-printables.html?m=1  if you prefer to visit the site and go on your own. 
 

The church school winter session calendar is being posted to our church website.  BE THE 
CHURCH—TEACH.  Church School invites our congregants to participate in church school.  
Teachers create a brown bag lesson – rooted in our Children Sparkhouse Digital online resource. 
Faith foundation is nourished through many. Interested?—contact Marilyn Gibson, Church School 
Coordinator, at mgibson@ccamherst.com, any time. 

Financial Summary 
(as of October 31, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $195,678 $167,844 $  27,834 
Expenses $150,101 $163,648 $( 13,547) 
Net Income $  45,577 $    4,197 $  41,381 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith Lammers, 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2014/11/kids
mailto:mgibson@ccamherst.com


Sunday, December 6, 2020 

  
 
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a unique special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ that affords us an opportunity to recognize and hon-
or those who serve our beloved church.  One of the special aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the 
funds provide direct financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay employees. Here are some 
examples from the 2019 drive: 

 
• $260,500 in Christmas Thank You Checks to 521 retired UCC clergy/lay employees. Re-

tirees with limited financial resources receive a gift at Christmas time as a way of saying 
“thank you” for years of service to the United Church of Christ. 

 
• $1,347,419 in Pension Supplementation to 350 lower-income retired UCC clergy/

lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources receive monthly payments to bring 
their household income up to a minimum level so that they can afford basic needs such as 
food, utilities or medical expenses. 

 
• $374,577 in Health Benefits Supplementation to 144 lower-income retired UCC clergy/

lay employees. Retirees with limited financial resources receive assistance to pay their UCC 
Medicare Supplement Plan premiums. 

 
• $123,727 in Emergency Grants to 69 active/retired UCC clergy/lay employees. Some-

times those who serve the Church face unforeseen circumstances that create financial need. 
Our help and emergency funds are available to assist in covering those costs. 

 
Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low-

income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to partici-
pate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care.   

 
Please consider contributing to this special fund.  You can donate online at any time at https://

www.ccamherst.org/ - please go to the Donate page under the Giving menu and make sure to put 
‘Christmas Fund Appeal’ in the ‘other’ line. Prefer not to donate online? Please You send in a check 
to the church, 11 Church St., Amherst, NH 03031 and put ‘Christmas Fund’ in the memo line.   

 
For more information visit https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas-fund-home/how-the-

funds-are-used 
 

http://www.ccamherst.org/
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmas

