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Amherst, New Hampshire 

"You can only be jealous of someone who has  
something you think you ought to have yourself." 

 
—Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid's Tale 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
August 9, 2020 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE Meditation on  African American spiritual/ 
 “Come and Go to That Land” arr. James Conely 
  (Lorenz Publishing) 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
 
Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, 
as well as the doubters: 
here, the worriers and wanderers 
can call on God by name. 
Here are gathered those daring enough 
to step out of comfort into the unknown: 
here, in this faith space, we will  ind the courage 
to cry out, 'God, save us!' in every situation. 
Here, in this time, we can remember 
all the ways God has graced us: 
here, in these moments, we are reminded 
that God is with us, always! 
 
Let us pray: 
 
When we feel compelled 
to push everything to its limits, 
especially you, Holy One, 
it is enough that your grace 
can slow us down. 
 
When we stand naked and exposed 
to the buffeting winds 
of our doubts and questions, 
it is enough, Healing Servant, 
that you clothe us in your peace, 
and put our minds at ease. 
 



When we are entangled 
in that legion of worries and fears 
which consume our lives, 
it is enough, Spirit of Silence, 
that you untie the knots 
and set us free. 
 
It is enough, 
God in Community, 
that you are with us in this very moment, 
as we pray as Jesus has taught us, saying, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 37:1-4, 14-28  
 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the 
story of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the  lock with his 
brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a 
bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, 
because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not 
speak peaceably to him.  

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s  lock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, 
“Are not your brothers pasturing the  lock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He 
answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the 
 lock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. He came to Shechem, 
and a man found him wandering in the  ields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am 
seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the  lock.” The man said, 
“They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his 
brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to 
them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let 
us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured 
him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him 
out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him 
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of their 
hand and restore him to his father.  

Continued next page. 



So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves 
that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in 
it. Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, 
with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah 
said to his brothers, “What pro it is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell 
him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own  lesh.” And his 
brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of 
the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.  
 
 
SERMON “Dare to Dream” 
 
ANTHEM Did Trouble Me Susan Werner 
 Jeanne and Mike Neverisky 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Receive these gifts, O God, and with them we offer ourselves and our dreams. Use us and all we have 
to bring a message of hope to those who cannot imagine a future free from despair, to bring a 
message of love to those who cannot imagine what it is to feel your embrace, to bring a message of 
forgiveness to those who cannot imagine grace is meant for them. In the name of the One who is 
both gift and giver we pray. Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE “Be Not Afraid” from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

 
Portions of the liturgy have been adapted from  

Thom Shuman from Lectionary Liturgies.  
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/ 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/


THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 
 
We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and 
all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 
 
With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or 
pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email info@ccamherst.org.  If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/ccamherst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

Financial Summary 
(as of June 30, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $96,970 $79,569 $17,401 
Expenses $27,760 $32,915 $( 5,155) 
Net Income $ 69,210 $46,654 $22,556 

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith 
Lammers, Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney 
and Tim Wiegand (Treasurer). 

mailto:info@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Gail Wiegand Liturgist 
Jeanne and Mike Neverisky Musicians 

CHURCH SCHOOL:  This week’s Facebook 
post is on the Fruit of the Spirit, Self-Control.  
“A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise 
man keeps himself under control.” (Proverbs 
29:11)  Self-control means being in control of 
your feelings, actions and thoughts.  It is your 
child’s ability – and yours – to stop and think 
before acting.  In Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus Is 
Tempted, three times Satan appears to Jesus 
and tempts Him. Each time Jesus practices 
self-control and does not succumb to 
temptation. Self-control needs to be 
practiced, with each time it is used, becoming 
stronger.  You are invited to share a story 
about self-control, through the  Holy Spirit, 
on our Facebook. 
 
SOS—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to mow our 
church’s lawns during August, September 
and October. The front lawn needs to be cut 
weekly, but over the summer the rest of the 
lawn only needs to be cut once every 2-3 
weeks.  To sign up for a week, contact Tom 
Werst at tom-w@pobox.com or 603-759-
8191. The church has a lawn 
tractor.  Instruction on operating the lawn 
tractor, and boundaries of the church lawn 
are available upon request. 

 

Our Church Calendar 
August 9—15, 2020 

Most events are taking place virtually,  
please check your email for the links. 

 
Today 10:00 a.m. Worship—Facebook 
 10:40 a.m. Fellowship 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Fellowship 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
   7:00 p.m. Diaconate 
 
Thursday 10:00 a.m. Woman’s Association— 
    Memorial Garden 
   1:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup 
   4:00 p.m. Reopening Taskforce 
   6:00 p.m. Waking Up 2.0 

SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for August 
include toothbrushes and toothpaste, deodorant, 
shampoo and conditioner, bar soap, feminine 
hygiene products, diapers and wipes. Donations 
should be brought directly to the SHARE Center 
in Milford. In this time of social distancing, please 
call their of ice at 673-9898 for guidance.  Many 
thanks for your continuing support! 



The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 
 

August 16: Genesis 45:1-15 
  Psalm 133 
 Or  Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
   Psalm 67 
  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
  Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 
 
August 23: Exodus 1:8-2:10 
  Psalm 124 
 Or  Isaiah 51:1-6 
   Psalm 138 
  Romans 12:1-8 
  Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Waking Up 2.0: A Journey Towards  
Becoming an Antiracist Christian 

 
Now that the  irst class of 20 CCA members has dived into our own 

histories and experiences of whiteness, we will turn to the experiences of 
People of Color (POC) to learn about the struggles of our brothers and 
sisters, and go deeper into God's call for us in this time. 

 
With Ijema Oluo's book, So You Want to Talk About Race? as its cornerstone, CCAmherst will 

be offering a second, 6-week Adult Ed Series, "Waking Up 2.0: A Journey Towards Becoming an 
Antiracist Christian." In this series we will be exploring some big questions: How do we take what 
we learned about the history of whiteness in the US and continue to grow? How is God calling us to 
respond to our new knowledge? 

 
The series will be held August 13 – September 24 (skipping August 27), from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

on the virtual meeting platform Zoom. Please obtain a copy of So You Want to Talk About Race? by 
Ijema Oluo if you would like to participate in the series.  

 
Please let Pastor Kate know if you would like to participate in this Adult Ed Series by August 

11. 



Sunday, August 9, 2020 

Care Package Drive 
for College Bound Students Receiving Foster Care Support 

 
 The World Service team is always looking for 
ways to help our community AND provide hands on 
opportunities for all of us.  For the month of August, 
we are hosting a care package drive for college 
bound students still receiving partial foster care 
support. These kids are working so hard to get an 
education and we would love to help them out! 

 
We are collecting new items for 5 'STARTER' kits for  irst-year students, and 5 

'RETURNING' kits for students already attending college. 
 
We are trying out a new tool for this drive, SignUp Genius, which we hope will 

make it easy for everyone to sign up for what they want to donate. Just FYI, you do 
not need to have an account to use SignUp genius.  When you sign up for an item
(s), you will receive an email with drop-off instructions. Click the SignUp Genius 
logo below! 

  
If you choose any of the gift card items, please purchase them through our 

SUCCESS CARD program which will bene it the students AND the church! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Karen O’Malley (759-5974) or 

Nancy Protzmann (321-7099). 


