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“How long, O Lord?” – Psalm 13:1 

 

     Psalm 13 is not the only place in our Bible where we find the phrase, “How long, O Lord?” 

We hear these words in multiple Psalms of lament, we hear it in the longing cries of Abraham 

and Job, we hear it spoken by Isaiah and Jeremiah and other prophets who followed in their 

wake, we hear it in the words of the disciples as they question Jesus about the coming of the 

Kingdom, and we find it in the Book of Revelation – the last book of our Bible, which serves as 

an epilogue to a story of a people and their Creator – a story which seems to hinge on the answer 

to the question, “How long, O Lord?” How long must we wait? How long until our prayers are 

answered? How long until this peaceable kingdom that Jesus spoke of becomes a reality for us 

all? 

 

     The “How long?” question we’ve been asking since March has been, “How long must we do 

this?” This social distancing, this staying at home, this taking extreme precautions outside the 

home, this praying and worrying and grieving when we think of the sick, and the dead, and the 

health care professionals and first responders who are in the thick of it all.  Now, in early June, 

the “How long?” question has shifted a bit. Now we’re asking, “How long until the beaches 

open?” “How long until I can get my hair cut?” “How long will this respite – this loosening of 

restrictions – last? Will we be doing this all over again in the fall?” 

 

      The primary question that is on the minds of many in our congregation is, “How long before 

we can worship and gather together again in-person?” Our Church Council met this week to 

discuss this very question as the state of NH continues to open up in stages and has now said that 

churches may gather for worship at "40% capacity of their worship spaces” provided that 

necessary precautions are taken.  But what are those necessary precautions? What would it look 

like for our church to worship together with those precautions in place? And, is this something 

that our congregation wants to do, knowing the risks, or should we continue to think of the most 

vulnerable among us and not gather until it is safe to do so? 

 

       While some churches in NH have chosen to begin gathering this month, we are proceeding 

with caution just as we did when we made the decision to suspend our gatherings back in mid-

March. Ultimately it will be up to all of us, as a congregation, to consider the precautions, think 

through the logistics, and decide whether gathering is possible or if other arrangements make 

more sense for us at this time.  As we’ve found over the last few years with our pastoral 

transitions and our Capitol Campaign, we work best when we explore all of our options and hear 

as many voices as possible in the course of our decision-making, while also being intentional to 

keep God in the conversation as well! 

 

With this in mind, our Church Council will be appointing an ad hoc team to: 

 

• Explore the steps we would need to take to reopen (including looking at the CDC 

guidelines and the recommendations from our NH UCC Conference) 

• Put together a multi-stage plan for gradual reopening 



• Poll the congregation to see how our members feel about reopening and how many would 

attend an in-person worship given the precautions  

• Seek the input of our staff as they are impacted by the decision to resume worshiping, 

working, and gathering in the building. 

• Make a recommendation to the congregation about the feasibility and plan for reopening 

• Present the findings, plan, and recommendation to Council and the Congregation in early 

to mid-August 

 

       Given the timeline, the earliest we would consider resuming in-person worship would be late 

August or early September.  In the meantime, we’re exploring the possibility of having small 

outdoor gatherings over the summer - Back Porch Theology or other adult ed sessions, SHARE 

drives, social distancing Levi Saturday, etc. Small groups or teams that would like to meet in-

person will be encouraged to do so offsite at a member's home to reduce the traffic/risk of using 

the church building until a plan is in place to have it regularly sanitized. If you do need to use the 

building, please let our Council know so we have a sense of who is coming in and out of the 

building and what further precautions may need to be taken. 

 

   Admittedly, one of the driving concerns for many of us as our time apart continues is that our 

connection as a church community will diminish, and as a result the momentum we’d gained in 

our programs and ministries will be lost and the commitment many of us made with our time, 

talent, and treasure will wane.  Thankfully, many of us have continued to seek connection 

through our online worship and in Zoom gatherings, and the work of our church continues with 

many of you still giving of yourselves in so many ways.   

 

      We all long to be together again, and we will be together again, one day. This pandemic will 

not last forever.  We may lift up our voices and cry, “How long, O God?” but as we’ve seen with 

the spotlight shifting in the last few weeks to deep questions surrounding economic struggles, 

racial injustice and prophetic witness, there is much that we can do as a church, and as 

Christians, to respond to God’s call outside the walls of our historic building.  I continue to pray 

for all of you, for our congregation, for our community, for our nation, and for our world, as we 

move into a summer of continued uncertainty. In many ways, WE are the response to the cry of 

“How long, O God.” As God’s Spirit continues to move in and through us as we witness to the 

unending power and presence of God’s love, compassion, mercy, justice, and grace.  

 

Be safe and be well, 

 

Pastor Maureen 
 

 


