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“When I let go of what I am, I become what I might be.”  
 

—Lao Tzu 
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PRELUDE Here I Am, Lord Dan Schutte,  
  arr. John Carter   (OCP Publications) 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) 
Divine Spirit, Holy One, 
Pause us for this moment, 
Bear us up in this time, 
Hold us for eternity. 
You call us to follow you,  
Where ever we may go.  
You call us to seek your wisdom,  
Even if when your call challenges us beyond every comfort.  
And so hold us in this worship. 
We offer ourselves in connection with you. 
We allow ourselves this love from you. 
We release ourselves into your presence. 
 
May your Spirit move among us now, O God, in this sanctuary and in our homes, as we pray the 
words that Jesus taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 



THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 22:1-14 
 

After these things God tested Abraham.  He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He 
said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ So Abraham rose early in 
the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut 
the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had 
shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to 
his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and 
then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the  ire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac 
said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The  ire and the wood 
are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the 
lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on together. 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham 
reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its 
horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. So 
Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord 
it shall be provided.’ 
 
 
SERMON “Here I Am” 
 
ANTHEM Incline My Heart Erin K. Downey and 
 Wendy Valeri, bells Gail Downey 
 Michael Havay, piano (Psaltery Music Publications) 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
God, bless the gifts found in this church, and the many ways we use them. May we learn that our 
resources are not symbols of security or signs of blessing, but tools to make a better world for all of 
your creation. May we take this charge into our daily living, knowing that you are our true source of 
all goodness.  Amen. 
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE Recessional on “St. Anne” Gordon Young   (Theodore Presser Co.) 
 



THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 
 
We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and 
all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 
 
With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or 
pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email info@ccamherst.org.  If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/ccamherst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

Financial Summary 
(as of May 31, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $401,711 $373,190 $28,521 
Expenses $387,015 $390,163 $( 3,148) 
Net Income $  14,695 $( 16,973) $31,668 

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not appear 
to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to anyone on the Finance Team: Keith 
Lammers, Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney 
and Tim Wiegand (Treasurer). 

mailto:info@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 
Sue Ruggiero Liturgist 

********************************************** 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Marilyn Gibson Church School Coordinator 

PRAYERFUL PLAYGROUP is still meeting every 
week throughout the summer! Join us 
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. to chat, vent and connect 
with other parents of younger children who are 
all managing this new world of social 
distancing. If you have a friend who could use 
this place of connection, feel free to invite them 
to join us! Email pastorkate@ccamherst.org for 
more information.  
 
THE ANNUAL REPORT is now available on our 
church’s website. Printed copies are available; 
contact Andrea in the church of ice if you would 
like one sent to you. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for June 
include canned fruit, flour, sugar, boxed cake 
mixes and baking supplies, coffee, tea, juice, and 
granola.  Donations should be brought directly 
to the SHARE Center in Milford. In this time of 
social distancing, please call their of ice at 673-
9898 for guidance.  Many thanks for your 
continuing support! 

CHURCH SCHOOL continues to post faith 
formation moments on Facebook. The posts 
support faith formation in an informal format. 

Fruit of the Spirit—Peace: “If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone.”  (Romans 12:18).  Peace is 
the third Fruit of the Spirit. When fear  ills our 
heart, we trust in God to provide peace.  Prayer 
communicates to God for guidance and peace.  
Bible stories retell the fear felt by Jesus’ 
disciples in many events.  Most recently that of 
Peter denying Christ.  The Holy Spirit provides 
peace when we are in con lict. Bad attitude 
must be denied and good attitude, creating 
peace, accepted and shared. 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL BLOG:  Each week children 
are invited to share their creativity through 
pictures and poetry on the page, journaling 
church school faith formation. Please 
contribute yours! 
 

mailto:pastorkate@ccamherst.org


Sunday, June 28, 2020 

A New Sabbath 
 

Teach us your Word, reveal its truth divine, on our path let it shine; 
Tell of your works, your mighty acts of grace, from each page show your face, 

As you have loved us, sent your Son, and our salvation now is won, 
O let hearts with love be stirred, help us Lord, know your word. 

—Kenneth L. Cober All Is Well – The Sacred Harp 
 
For over 4,000 years, Israelites have worshipped Jehovah and responded to the 

prophetic callings of their religious leaders.  For nearly 2,000 years, Christians have 
worshipped the One God and responded to The Word of The Lord, the same words we 
respond to today. 

The Word has remained unchanged over these twenty centuries.  What has changed is 
how it is heard.  Every century and every Christian community has modi ied its worship 
settings and expressions of the Word to suit the conditions of the times. 

Sabbath worshippers have chosen to move from the safety of sequestered upper 
rooms to sky-tickling, block-sized cathedrals, and then to wooden village chapels, and now 
back into private homes to celebrate and worship, once again while seeking safety from an 
invisible enemy.  

We listen.  We watch. We try to understand the old Word being spoken prophetically 
with today’s words of encouragement by a pastor preaching to a camera for us who watch 
on a wide screen electronic assemblage somewhere in our own “Upper Rooms”. 

This is the New Sabbath – for a while, anyway.  The Word is without change.  How it 
comes to us and how we choose to hear it and respond does.  This is the New Sabbath.  I 
wonder what Moses is thinking up there.  A television monitor versus a burning bush.  
Either way, God’s message is brought to us. 

 
Lord, the light of your love is shining in the midst of the darkness,   

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth you bring us: Shine on me… 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light! 

—Graham Kendrick  


