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Do not allow your confusion to squander 
This call which is loosening 

Your roots in false ground, 
That you might become free 

From all you have outgrown.  
 

—John O’Donohue  
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May 24, 2020 Seventh Sunday of Easter 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) 
 
We gather for this service, 
some empty, some  illed, 
some content, some seeking: 
yearning for the Holy Spirit to  ill us. 
 
We gather, with these ordinary people, 
Our family, our loved ones, our friends, 
who have shown us the way: 
trusting that God will continue 
to illumine our hearts. 
 
We gather, not in body, but in spirit,  
far and wide,  
to share in an experience of centering; 
hoping to gain wisdom, understanding, strength 
for the work ahead.  
 
Almighty God, 
as we prepare to worship today, 
we ask that you will stretch our imaginations 
beyond what we can see before us.  
Help us to sense the mystery of your presence 
so that we can trust in the future,  
even as we wait for it to unfold.   
Through Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 1:1-14 
 

In the  irst book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. ‘This,’ he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 
set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When 
he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.’ 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 
they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother 
of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
 
SERMON “For the Interim” 
 
ANTHEM Jacob’s Ladder arr. Kevin McChesney 
 Bell Choir (Alfred Publishing) 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Almighty God, who made us who we are, we offer all of ourselves to you. Take our talents, our 
energy and our joy, and use us to share your love. Take our mistakes, our regrets and our pain, and 
use us to bring your healing. Magnify the gifts we offer before you today, to spread our peace in the 
world. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 
 
May 31: Acts 2:1-21, or Numbers 11:24-30 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13, or Acts 2:1-21 
 John 20:19-23, or John 7:37-39 
 
June:  Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
 Psalm 8 
 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 Matthew 28:16-20 



Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 
 
We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and 
all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 
 
With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or 
pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email info@ccamherst.org. If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can. Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
ccamherst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:info@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 
Wendy Valeri Bell Choir Director 

CHURCH SCHOOL:  Today’s lesson is the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4, 36-42), a truly 
magni icent presence of God. Amazement 
enveloped all disciples in the room who were 
gathered for the festival of Pentecost, 50 days 
after Passover. The presence of the Holy Spirit 
 illed the room, allowing Jesus’ followers to 
bring His teachings to the peoples of many 
cultures.   Followers of Jesus live the life that 
Jesus teaches us.  Children and adults learn 
that the Holy Spirit is a helper for faithful 
Christians, the One who guides us in truth.  
Pentecost Sunday on May 31 expands on 
that of the Holy Spirit, reminding of the nine 
gifts for all to use being faithful Christians. 
 
VIRTUAL SUMMER CAMP:  Horton Center, an 
outdoor UCC camp in Gorham, NH, will be 
holding HC@home this season, a virtual 
vacation camp.  Information will be included 
in the June Spire, but don’t wait!  Visit https://
hortoncenter.org/camps/ for more timely 
information. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for May 
include canned ham, canned meats, side 
dishes (seasoned pasta mix, Hamburger 
Helper, etc.), ravioli and Beef-a-Roni, refried 
beans, and condiments.  Donations should be 
brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford. In this time of social distancing, 
please call their of ice at 673-9898 for 
guidance.  Many thanks for your continuing 
support! 
 
 

Our Church Calendar 
May 24—30, 2020 

All events are taking place virtually,  
please check your email for the links. 

 
Today   9:00 a.m. Church School 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Facebook 
 10:40 a.m. Fellowship 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Fellowship 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
 
Wednesday   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
   5:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group 
   Check In 
 
Thursday   1:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Fellowship 
 

FAITH PROMISE: Our new  iscal year 
Stewardship Campaign is ongoing during the 
Covid-19 church building closure. As of Friday, 
May 22, we have received pledges from 105 
families, totaling $277,583. Thanks to all that 
have responded so far.  To those who are still 
considering your pledge, you can email  your 
intents to Andrea at andrea@ccamherst.org, mail 
in your pledge intentions, call Andrea (673-3231) 
or go to the church website https://
www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/. 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship


Everyone Could Win $$! 
 
“How?” you might ask – it’s simple! Purchase raf le tickets! Here are the 

details: 
• 10 Cash prizes range from $500 - $5,000. Yes, you could win $5,000! 
• Ticket price is $20 and $10 of that comes straight back to our church – 

more sales = more $$ for CCA 
• The drawing will take place on Friday, 26 June, rain or shine, golf or no 

golf. 
Please share this information with 10 family members and/or friends! 
Bonus: each ticket comes with 6 great coupons: $20 off at Giorgio’s restaurant, $10 off a full-

service oil change at Valvoline in Milford, one hour free rental at Amherst Country Club indoor golf 
simulator, 2 for 1 comedy show admission at Zinger’s,  15% discount at The Copy Shop, and 10% off 
Humble Kitchen (see ticket for details for coupon restrictions). 

Bigger bonus: If you would like to designate the church as the recipient of any winnings, CCA 
might just win something too! If you would like to do this, please email Sally Hooper at 
sallyhoop@comcast.net with your name and how many of your purchased tickets you would like 
designated with the church as the prize recipient. 

This is a fundraising effort of the Milford Rotary Club in conjunction with their 100 Holes of 
Golf in One Day charity tournament. Each year this event raises considerable funds that are 
distributed to local, regional and international community and non-pro it organizations, and are 
used to provide $30,000 in scholarships to area students.  

Purchase tickets at https://pay.golf100holes.com/?charity=Amherst%20Congregational%
20Church  

If you prefer not to purchase online, you can mail a check to the church (please write raf le in 
the memo line and include an address so we can mail you the ticket): 11 Church Street, Amherst, NH 
03031. 

All tickets purchased will be mailed to the address provided during the purchase. 
Please contact Sally Hooper at sallyhoop@comcast.net or 603-321-1143 for questions or 

more details. 

Financial Summary 
(as of April 30, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $357,172 $345,391 $11,781 
Expenses $355,090 $360,338 $( 5,248) 
Net Income $    2,082 $( 14,947) $17,029 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not 
appear to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information 
helpful.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to anyone on the Finance 
Team: Gail Agans (chair), Paul Spiess, Doug 
Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim Wiegand 
(Treasurer). 

mailto:sallyhoop@comcast.net
https://pay.golf100holes.com/?charity=Amherst%20Congregational
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Sunday, May 24, 2020 


