
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

"For me, I am driven by two main philosophies: know more today about 
the world than I knew yesterday and lessen the suffering of others.  

You'd be surprised how far that gets you." 
 

 —Neil deGrasse Tyson 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
May 17, 2020 Sixth Sunday of Easter 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) 
O Divine Voice, 
You sing and the universe comes into being; 
O Divine Breath, 
You breathe and all things spring to life; 
O Divine Word, 
You call and creation is sustained; 
O Divine Flesh, 
You are born among us, 
and the Creator is clothed in creation; 
O Divine Spirit, 
You  ill all that has been formed; 
O Divine Life, 
You are the pulse of all that is. 
 
And so, in amazement and awe, in wonder and celebration 
we marvel at this mystery, O God: 
In you all things live and move and have being, 
In all things, you live and move and express your Divine artistry; 
And so we join with creation 
in the eternal song of worship and wonder… 
Be with us now, in this hour, and always.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 



THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 17:22-31 
 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 
I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times 
of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search 
for God and perhaps grope for him and  ind him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
For ‘In him we live and move and have our being;’ as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For 
we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
because he has  ixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
 
SERMON “An Unknown God” 
 
ANTHEM Hear My Prayer Moses Hogan 
 Sara Phelps, soprano (Hal Leonard Publishing) 
 Michael Havay, piano 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Generous God, your gift of Creation, love, and grace is offered to all of your children as you long to 
live in relationship with us. You wait expectantly to hear our response.   In this hushed moment, we 
respond by offering the gift of ourselves.  We respond in gratitude for what you have given us.  We 
respond by committing our time, talent, and treasure to further the reach of your love. We respond 
because we long to live in relationship with you. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 



Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

 
Portions of the liturgy are adapted from  
Third Space. http://third-space.org.uk/ 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 
 
We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and 
all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 
 
With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or 
pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/ccamherst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

JOIN US FOR VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR after 
worship this morning.  The link was sent out 
by email. Stay for just a few minutes to check
-in, or stay for the whole hour to catch up 
with old and new friends. The coffee will be 
virtual, but the conversation and connection 
will be real. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for May 
include canned ham, canned meats, side 
dishes (seasoned pasta mix, Hamburger 
Helper, etc.), ravioli and Beef-a-Roni, refried 
beans, and condiments.  Donations should 
be brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford. In this time of social distancing, 
please call their of ice at 673-9898 for 
guidance.  Many thanks for your continuing 
support! 
 
FAITH PROMISE: Our new  iscal year 
Stewardship Campaign is ongoing during 
the Covid-19 church building closure. As of 
Friday, May 15, we have received pledges 
from 95 families, totaling $252,496. Thanks 
to all that have responded so far.  To those 
who are still considering your pledge, you 
can email  your intents to Andrea at 
andrea@ccamherst.org, mail in your pledge 
intentions, call Andrea (673-3231) or go to 
the church website https://
www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-pledge/. 

Join us for  
Virtual Church School 

 
Every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Parents are welcomed too! 

 
The online links were sent out in an email 

to parents.  If you need it, contact  
Marilyn Gibson: mgibson@ccamherst.org. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL:  Jesus Feeds 5,000 (John 6:1
-14) is our Bible story today. John reminds us 
Jesus that provides.  He knew the crowd of 
5,000 would be “hungry” since men, women, 
and children, were gathered to see and hear 
what He was saying. A miracle would be needed 
to provide the followers what was necessary. 
Jesus provided what was needed when there 
appeared to be little available.  

Children’s Church School Blog is open in 
the members section on our church website. 
Check out the most recent submissions to the 
gallery of artistic creations, retelling our faith 
formation journey. Check your email for 
directions to submit children’s creations. 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship
mailto:mgibson@ccamherst.org


Financial Summary 
(as of April 30, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $357,172 $345,391 $11,781 
Expenses $355,090 $360,338 $( 5,248) 
Net Income $    2,082 $( 14,947) $17,029 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar; as such, some columns may not 
appear to total correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information 
helpful.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to anyone on the Finance 
Team: Gail Agans (chair), Paul Spiess, Doug 
Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim Wiegand 
(Treasurer). 

Everyone Could Win $$! 
 
“How?” you might ask – it’s simple! Purchase raf le tickets! Here are the 

details: 
• 10 Cash prizes range from $500 - $5,000. Yes, you could win $5,000! 
• Ticket price is $20 and $10 of that comes straight back to our church – 

more sales = more $$ for CCA 
• The drawing will take place on Friday, 26 June, rain or shine, golf or no 

golf. 
Please share this information with 10 family members and/or friends! 
Bonus: each ticket comes with 6 great coupons: $20 off at Giorgio’s restaurant, $10 off a full-

service oil change at Valvoline in Milford, one hour free rental at Amherst Country Club indoor golf 
simulator, 2 for 1 comedy show admission at Zinger’s,  15% discount at The Copy Shop, and 10% off 
Humble Kitchen (see ticket for details for coupon restrictions). 

Bigger bonus: If you would like to designate the church as the recipient of any winnings, CCA 
might just win something too! If you would like to do this, please email Sally Hooper at 
sallyhoop@comcast.net with your name and how many of your purchased tickets you would like 
designated with the church as the prize recipient. 

This is a fundraising effort of the Milford Rotary Club in conjunction with their 100 Holes of 
Golf in One Day charity tournament. Each year this event raises considerable funds that are 
distributed to local, regional and international community and non-pro it organizations, and are 
used to provide $30,000 in scholarships to area students.  

Purchase tickets at https://pay.golf100holes.com/?charity=Amherst%20Congregational%
20Church  

If you prefer not to purchase online, you can mail a check to the church (please write raf le in 
the memo line and include an address so we can mail you the ticket): 11 Church Street, Amherst, NH 
03031. 

All tickets purchased will be mailed to the address provided during the purchase. 
Please contact Sally Hooper at sallyhoop@comcast.net or 603-321-1143 for questions or 

more details. 

mailto:sallyhoop@comcast.net
https://pay.golf100holes.com/?charity=Amherst%20Congregational
mailto:sallyhoop@comcast.net


Our Church Calendar 
May 17—23, 2020 

All events are taking place virtually,  
please check your email for the links. 

 
Today   9:00 a.m. Church School 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Facebook 
 10:40 a.m. Fellowship 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Fellowship 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
 
Wednesday   5:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group Check In 
   6:00 p.m. Middle High Youth Group 
 
Thursday   1:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Fellowship 
 

The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 
 
May 24: Acts 1:6-14 
 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 John 17:1-11 
 
May 31: Acts 2:1-21, or Numbers 11:24-30 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13, or Acts 2:1-21 
 John 20:19-23, or John 7:37-39 



Sunday, May 17, 2020 


