
The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

“I am slowly, painfully discovering that my refuge is not found  
in my mother, my grandmother, of even the birds of Bear River.  

My refuge exists in my capacity to love. If I can learn to love death  
then I can begin to  ind refuge in change." 

 
—Terry Tempest Williams 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Amherst, New Hampshire 

 
May 10, 2020 Fifth Sunday of Easter 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE This Joyful Day of Days (This Joyful Eastertide) arr. Dale Wood 
 
GREETING AND NOTICES OF PARISH LIFE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION (in unison) 
God of life and love, 
we gather together in different ways this morning, 
from computer screens and big screens, 
from telephones and tablets, 
we gather, 
reaching out across the air waves, 
waving from a safe distance, 
to come together in community. 
 
From our living rooms, our front porches,  
our walks out in the world, 
we gather as we are able, 
ready to be of service to one another and the world, 
ready to build the community of hope and of love, 
as we face this bright morning.  
 
We are apart, 
but we are together, 
offering our love, 
our commitment, 
and our prayers. 
 
It is a new way, 
but also an old way, 
that we come together in worship today. 
Be with us, O God, 
in our words, in our music, in the spaces we allow in between. 
Be our refuge, 
in this hour we spend together, and always.  
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The peace of God be with you.  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  

 
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; 

do not let me ever be put to shame; 
in your righteousness deliver me. 

Incline your ear to me; 
rescue me speedily. 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 
a strong fortress to save me. 

You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 
for your name’s sake lead me and guide me, 
take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

for you are my refuge. 
Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
My times are in your hand; 

deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 

save me in your steadfast love. 
 
 
SERMON “Seeking Refuge” 
 
ANTHEM Let Me Ride in that Morning Mary McDonald 
 Chancel Choir (Hope Publishing) 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 



The Lectionary texts for the next two weeks are: 
 

May 17: Acts 17:22-31 
 Psalm 66:8-20 
 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 John 14:15-21 
 
May 24: Acts 1:6-14 
 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 John 17:1-11 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) 
Generous God, we give back to you from the abundance you have allowed us to manage for you 
while we are on this earth. May it be enough to draw us closer to you and to all whom we seek to 
serve. May this offering become a refuge for those most in need of a steadying rock to hold on, and 
may it become an extension of your love in this community and your world.  Amen.  
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 
POSTLUDE Allegro maestoso e vivace  Felix Mendelssohn 
 from Organ Sonata No. 2 
 
 
 
 
Portions of the liturgy are adapted from the Rev. Dr. Cynthia Landrum, Clarklake, Michigan 



Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-731944. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AMHERST 
A Welcoming, Open and Af irming Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here.” 

 
 

We, the members of the Congregational Church of Amherst, New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, 
believe God’s Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ call us to love all our neighbors as we would want to be loved. 
We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the full life and ministry of our church. 
 
We welcome each individual as a child of God. As covenant members of Christ’s church, we celebrate 
God’s love for people of all races and ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all 
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender expressions, and 
all of the other diverse attributes woven into the fabric of humankind. 
 
With God’s grace, we invite all to share in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and 
sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of our church.  
 
 
We are pleased that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.  Our membership is open to 
all those who choose to walk with us in our witness.  Please speak with any of our deacons or 
pastors should you have any questions regarding our church or our membership. 
 
Here’s how to reach us: by telephone 673-3231, or by email andrea@ccamherst.org.  If we are 
unavailable by phone, please feel free to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can.  Visit our church’s website at www.ccamherst.org, and follow us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/ccamherst. 
 
 

Grounded in God’s Love—Serving Neighbors Near and Far—Welcoming to All 

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
http://www.ccamherst.org


 

PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

Members and Friends of The Congregational Church Ministers to the World 
Rev. Maureen R. Frescott Senior Pastor 
Rev. Katherine R. Kennedy Associate Pastor 
Sara L. Phelps Director of Music 
Michael Havay Organist/Accompanist 

JOIN US FOR VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR after 
worship this morning on Zoom.  The link is on 
our website. Stay for just a few minutes to 
check-in, or stay for the whole hour to catch 
up with old and new friends. The coffee will be 
virtual, but the conversation and connection 
will be real. 
 
FAITH PROMISE: Our new  iscal year 
Stewardship Campaign is ongoing during the 
Covid-19 church building closure. As of Friday, 
May 8, we have received pledges from 80 
families, totaling $224,612. Thanks to all that 
have responded so far.  To those who are still 
considering your pledge, you can email  your 
intents to Andrea at andrea@ccamherst.org, 
mail in your pledge intentions, call Andrea 
(673-3231) or go to the church website 
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship-
pledge/. 
 
SHARE FOOD PANTRY requests for May 
include canned ham, canned meats, side 
dishes (seasoned pasta mix, Hamburger 
Helper, etc.), ravioli and Beef-a-Roni, refried 
beans, and condiments.  Donations should be 
brought directly to the SHARE Center in 
Milford; if you are unsure where, please call 
their of ice at 673-9898.  Many thanks for your 
continuing support! 

Financial Summary 
(as of March 31, 2020) 

  
 YTD YTD 
 Actual Budget Difference 
Income $334,836 $317,592 $17,244 
Expenses $327,535 $329,466 $( 1,931) 
Net Income $    7,301 $( 11,873) $19,174 
  

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest whole 
dollar; as such, some columns may not appear to total 
correctly. 

We hope you are finding this information helpful.  If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to anyone on the Finance Team: Gail Agans (chair), 
Paul Spiess, Doug Topliffe, Todd Whitney and Tim 
Wiegand (Treasurer). 

PRAYER REQUESTS: If you have a prayer 
request that you would like to submit to our 
pastors we have several ways you can do so! 
Email or leave a phone message for Pastor 
Maureen at 603-673-3231 x11, or go to our 
church website and submit a “Prayer Request” 
by clicking on the link. 

Let us know if you’d like your prayer 
request to be read during our Sunday online 
worship (with or without full names 
mentioned). You may also choose to share your 
request with our internal email prayer chain 
only, or with just the pastors.  

mailto:andrea@ccamherst.org
https://www.ccamherst.org/stewardship


CHURCH SCHOOL:  Today’s lesson is “Mary 
and Martha” (Luke 10:38-42).  Mary has 
chosen to be present when Jesus visits, 
Martha continues to clean. Mary is with the 
distraction, Jesus, the visitor.  Relating the 
story to our children is not dif icult today. 
How and why should we relate the story? 
That which appears to be a distraction is the 
moment when we are called to be more like 
Jesus.  Jesus is present always: near, in our 
home, and far, in our community and beyond. 
Social distancing presents moments to 
practice what was read in the story. The 
distractions are meaningful.  Take time to 
call a friend you have not seen. Take a 
moment or two to help a sibling struggling 
with a chore. Take time from your online 
games to bring food to the local food pantry.  
When do we allow Jesus to be present?   

Dear Jesus, Thank you for your endless 
love even when we seem to love other things 
more than you.  Help us to put you  irst.  
Amen.  (https://ministry-to-children.com/lesson-jesus
-visits-martha-and-mary/) 

Join us for  
Church School on Zoom 

 
Every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Parents are welcomed too! 

 
The Zoom links were sent out in an email to 

parents.  If you need it, contact Marilyn Gibson: 
mgibson@ccamherst.org. 

 

CCA WEBSITE: We want to make sure 
everyone is aware of the MEMBERS section 
of our church’s website. The security to this 
private area requires you to set up an 
account with a user ID and password. To 
request an account, please go to our website 
(ccamherst.org) and click on the MEMBERS 
menu option, and then click on ‘Request User 
Account’ and  ill out the form.  If you prefer, 
you can also email Nancy Protzmann directly 
at uvmcats84@gmail.com 

This private area includes the current 
church directory and form to update contact 
information, sensitive church  inancial 
documents, past annual reports and annual 
meeting presentations, monthly Council 
minutes, general policy documents, a form to 
submit and view prayer requests, and photo 
galleries . 

 

Our Church Calendar 
May 10—16, 2020 

 
Today   9:00 a.m. Church School—Zoom 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 10:40 a.m. Fellowship—Zoom 
 
Monday 10:00 a.m. WA Fellowship—Zoom 
 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship—Zoom 
   7:00 p.m. Diaconate—Zoom 
 
Wednesday   9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting—Zoom 
   4:00 p.m. Communications Team— 
  Zoom 
   5:00 p.m. Senior High Youth 
  Check In—Zoom 
 
Thursday   1:30 p.m. Prayerful Playgroup— 
  Zoom 
   4:00 p.m. Con irmation Class— 
  Zoom 
   7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir  
  Fellowship—Zoom 
 

mailto:mgibson@ccamherst.org
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Sunday, May 10, 2020 

Everyone Could Win $$! 
 
 
“How?” you might ask – it’s simple! Purchase raf le tickets! Here 
are the details: 

• 10 Cash prizes range from $500 - $5,000. Yes, you could 
win $5,000! 

• Ticket price is $20 and $10 of that comes straight back to 
our church – more sales = more $$ for CCA 

• The drawing will take place on Friday, 26 June, rain or 
shine, golf or no golf. 

 
Please share this information with 10 family members and/or friends! 
 
Bonus: each ticket comes with 6 great coupons: $20 off at Giorgio’s restaurant, $10 off a 
full-service oil change at Valvoline in Milford, one hour free rental at Amherst Country 
Club indoor golf simulator, 2 for 1 comedy show admission at Zinger’s,  15% discount at 
The Copy Shop, and 10% off Humble Kitchen (see ticket for details for coupon 
restrictions). 
 
Bigger bonus: If you would like to designate the church as the recipient of any winnings, 
CCA might just win something too! If you would like to do this, please email Sally Hooper at 
sallyhoop@comcast.net with your name and how many of your purchased tickets you 
would like designated with the church as the prize recipient. 
 
This is a fundraising effort of the Milford Rotary Club in conjunction with their 100 Holes 
of Golf in One Day charity tournament. Each year this event raises considerable funds that 
are distributed to local, regional and international community and non-pro it 
organizations, and are used to provide $30,000 in scholarships to area students.  
Purchase tickets at https://pay.golf100holes.com/?charity=Amherst%20Congregational%
20Church  
 
If you prefer not to purchase online, you can mail a check to the church (please write raf le 
in the memo line and include an address so we can mail you the ticket): 11 Church Street, 
Amherst, NH 03031. 
 
All tickets purchased will be mailed to the address provided during the purchase. 
Please contact Sally Hooper at sallyhoop@comcast.net or 603-321-1143 for questions or 
more details. 
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